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Xin giti 1oi cdm on 6m hon thdm thiét dén:
Terry Segal, vi dd cho t6i doc nhdt ky tubi teen
cua co dy. Toi bita se khong tiét 16 cdc chi tiét

cho me co, hay chéng cé. It nhdt la chira.

Dén Emma Creighton vi da ha c6 day cudi ngiea
cho tay mo. Dén chong yéu Steve vi da ciing 16i dén
tdt cd cdc dia diém trong sdch nay vao gita
mita dong, va vao giika troi muea. Pén Brenda va
Jude ¢ Piccadilly ma t6i da dueoc bdn banb lam viéc
ciung, va Margot Edwards, ngudi da kbién toi vat vui
voi nhitng e-mail cua minh. Cudi cing, xin guki loi
cdm on dén Rosemary Bromley vi dd néi dong y
voi nhitng quyén sdch ctia 16i, kbi t6i da chudn bi
dong goi tdt cd dé cdt.



G Ui cac ban teen teen yéu quy,

Téc gia bo sach nay, Cathy Hopkins, sinh nam 1953
tai Manchester, nuéc Anh. Hién c6 dang song tai Bac
London cung mot anh chong dep trai va ba con méo
hay ho dé thuong.

Trudc khi viét van c6 Cathy da lam kha nhiéu nghé
khac nhau (cting khéng kém phan hay ho) la ca si nhac
rock, diém bdo, doc ban tin, viét kich ban, tham chi ca
nghé bac si trjliéu... Mot vai chuyén trong nghé da dugc
c6 cho vao sach clia minh. Tuy nhién, theo c6, viét truyén
cho tudi teen cd 1€ 13 cong viéc thu vi nhat, vi cd lai dugc
quay trd lai tudi teen I1an thirhai, hay hon nifa 13 lai duoc
duong duong chinh chinh xem phim va doc tap chi cla
tudi teen (vi I do cong viec ma).

C6 Cathy d3 c6 42 quyén sach duogc xuadt ban va ban
rat chay 6 25 quoc gia khac nhau. Truyén cla cd Cathy
dé cap cac van dé ric roi clia tudi teen biang mot giong
nhe nhang, hai hudc, dé thuong.

“Cap bé cdp ban” 1a bd truyén dau tién cta cd Cathy.
Tinh cho dén git thi “Cap bé cdp ban” c6 muoi ba tap
va ban dugc hon mot triéu ban & Anh va My, chua tinh
& muoi bon qubc gia khac nia. Ngoai ra, c6 Cathy con
viét hai bo truyén khac c6 tén la “Thdach, hia, hén hay
that” va “Cinnamon Girl".
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“Cap be cdp ban” Ia bd truyén xoay quanh ba co gai
nho sdng & Bac London: Lucy nho nhan dé thuong udc
mo lam nha thiét k&; 1zzie mé boi todn va nhiing gi thudc
vé tinh than, tdm tudng, uéc mo lam ca sikiém “ba dong”;
con Nesta xinh dep luén muén tré thanh dién vién. Vé
sau, nhém ban nay con két nap thém cd ban TJ. Hoan
canh cda cac ban gdi nay khéng giéng nhau, nhung ho
cung phai doi mat vai nhitng rac roéi ma bat cl teen gai
nao trén thé gidi cling gap; tnhiing chuyén nhu lam sao
biét anh ay thich minh ddy? anh 8y cé coi minh la nhoc
con nhu moi ngudi khac khéng? lam sao gdy an tuong
vGi anh 8y? dén nguc minh that la 1ép, méng minh that
la to, va ca nhiing van dé nghiém tdc vé tuong lai cda
ban than, hanh phuc cla gia dinh, ca moi nguoi xung
quanh va hoa binh cho thé gidi...

Chac chan ban doc sé c6 IGc phai bat cuoi voi nhiing
suy nghi tap lam nguoi 16n ngay tho cua Lucy, Iz hay
Nesta.

Ban doc teen teen, t6i ca la cdc ban sé tim thay minh
dau do trong bd truyén nay. Con cac ban khong con Ia
teen teen nia, cling thr doc xem sao, biét dau sé cd
doi ba 1an 6i i tham trong bung rdng thi la ma... “Minh
cding ting nhu thé.”

NGUOI DICH



Chuong 1

C,]mqén tau tinh yéu

“Nesta, la cau day ha?” giong Lucy vang lén &
dau day béen kia. “Nghe la la. Cau dang & dau?”

“Trong nha vé sinh, trén chuyén tau dia nguc,”
to6i rén ri.

Toi nghe thay no cudi. Tai sao khi doi toi
bién thanh thadm hoa thi moi ngudi lai thay
budn cudi thé nhi?

“Nay, nghiém tuc day. Pung la 4&c mong. Bon
t& bi ket & cai chd quai qui ndo ching biét nita.
Dang ra t¢ da vé nha ca may tiéng roi mai phai.”

“Nghe nhu cau dang trong moét céi thung ay

nhi,” Lucy noi. “Dién thoai cir vang vang thé
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nao ay. Ma sao cau lai & trong nha vé sinh?
Khoéng phai bi mac ket trong day day chua?” Robi
no lai cudi.

“Té dang & trong nay dé néi chuyén véi cau
dé khong bi cd khoang cung nghe thay,” téi
nghiém giong ndi, “va hy vong mét su théng
cam tu ai dé6 duoc coi la mdt trong nhitng ban
tot nhat cta t6.”

“Xin 16i Nesta. To sé chéng trd lai nhu thé.”

“Cau dang lam gi day?”

“Xem tivi. Dang c6 chiéu lai Naga ré cudc doi.
Lat nta thi sang nha Izzie.”

“May man that. Uéc ai t¢ ciing & day. Chan
phét dién lén mat.”

“Céau khéong mang sach theo a?”

“Doc hét roi.”

“Tap chi?”

“Doc ludn réi.”

“Goi cho Izzie di.”

“No6 khoéong cé nha.”
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“Thé thi di néi chuyén véi ai d6 cung trong
khoang ay, thdi gian sé tréi qua nhanh hon.”

“Thoi, thoi, t& xin. C6 moét gia dinh quy st
ngdi ngay sau to. Sau nay nhé nhac té khéng
duoc cod con nhé.”

“Tudng cau thich tré con?”

“Thich, nhung xuc han mét da thi khoéng
the. Noi that chua, kinh khiing khéng chiu duoc
ay. Cai thang nhoc d6 lam té phat dien len. N6
déng vao ghé té, cai nhau véi chi no, rdi con
choi céi tro choi dién tir gi ma kéu inh éi nhu
cOi xe canh sat. Ma bé me né thi cit ngdi tinh
bo nhu thé no la sinh vat dang yvéu nhat qua dat
nay khong bang ay. Usc agi ho bat khoa mdém
no lai cho t& nho.”

“Thé thi chuyén sang chd khac. Hom nay la
tha bay ma. Tra théem tién dén khoang hang
nhat ma ngdi. Cau c6 dua khong?”

“Yeah. T¢ da thi roi. Bo c6 cho té thém tién.
Nhung dang dip 1é Phuc sinh nén tau day nghet,

khong co dt chd ngdi, nén ngudi ta chuyén hét
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moi ngudi lén khoang hang nhat luon. Va may
sudi thi bi hong. Va khoéong cé xe thuc an! To
tham chi con khéng cé duoc mét chai Coke
nita. Tanh cudi di. Chang c6 gi dang cudi ca.”

“Xin 16i Nesta,” Lucy néi. “Chi la t¢ dang
tudng tuong dén canh cau trén trong budng vé
sinh tau théi ma.”

“Day, kho cai than t& chua. Nhuc khong chiu
duoc. Phil Mui & day kinh qua di mat. Doi té
mot chuat, t& thir xit xem sao.”

Toi lay chai CK1 va xit vao khong khi. “Do
hon roi. Chaaan qua Lucy oi la Lucy oi. Lam ai
cho t& vui véi.”

“Vé chd ngdi va thir thien dinh mac tudng
nhu & truong day xem.”

“Tha cho em. May tro do la cia lzzie chu
khoéng phai ctia em.”

“Thé khi nao thi cau ma&i vé?”

“Khéng biét ntta, chang thdy ddu hiéu gi
cd. Chac chan la t¢ dang bi trung phat réi. Té

da chét va xuéng dia nguc va bi mac ket trén
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chuyén tau nay véi nhimng nguoi dién khing nay
mai mai.”

“Khiép, noi thay ghe. Cau sé vé nha trudce
khi kip nhéan ra cho xem.”

“Udc gi nhu thé. Bo dua t& dén Manchester
[ic moét gidy, va chuyén di nay da mat it nhat la
ba tiéng ddng ho rdi. Bon t& da & trén tau sudt
tr bay dén gio, va gior thi hinh nhu c6 héng hoc
gi ddy... mac du chang hé c6 théng bao cho
bon té la cé chuyén agi ca. Té phai lam gi day?”

“0O, t& khong biét. Trang diem di vay.”

“Y hay day,” t6i noi va lay tui dd trang diém
ra va bat dau to son. “E, doi t& chut nghe,” dot
nhién doan tau chom taéi trude lam toi quet ca
son len ma. “Oops. Hinh nhu bon t& thoat réi,
tau lai di réi... Lucy, Lucy...?”

Dién thoai t6i tit ngdém nén té6i danh soi
guong va chdi so lai téc. Khong biét co nén tét
lai khéng nhi? Hay la ci dé x6a? Cé mdt anh
chang ngdi trong gdc ci nhin t6i sudt cd chuyén

di. Trong cing dep trai. Moi ngudi thuong noéi
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mai toc la mot nét dac biét cia té6i: nd dai,
muot xudng dén tan eo. Cudi cung toi quyét
dinh dé xéa. To6i mudn minh tréng that dep khi
anh chang trong goc tién téi. Chi la van dé thoi
gian ma thoi.

Khi t6i quay tré lai toa moi ngudi cit nhin toi
cham cham. Cu viéc théi, tdi cling quen roi.
[zzie bdo day la bai vi t6i ndi bat gitta ddm dong
do t6i xinh dep, nhung nhiéu khi t6i nghi c6
& vi ho khong xac dinh duoc t6i tir dau toi thi
ding hon. Téi c6 thé thay ndo cta ho dang
hoat dong lien héi dé xac dinh qudc tich t6i la
agi. That ra thi bd t6i nguoi Italia va me t6i nquoi
Jamaica. Co6 luc t6i gidi thieu minh la ngudi
Jamailia hoac ngudi Italica, va moi nguoi kha
la boi roi.

Nhung nhiéu khi kho khan trong viéc nhan
dién nay cing co ich, nhu khi t6i ra ngoai véi
Lucy va Izzie va ca ba dira déu cung dé hoi.
Chung t6i gia vo la nhitng hoc sinh nuédc ngoai.

Tai thi vo lam ngudi Tay Ban Nha hoac la nguoi
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An D6. Lucy thi lam ngudi Thuy Dién vi né c¢6
mai téc vang va xuong goé ma cao, lai phat am
rat tot. Va lzzie, vi mot so 1Y do, cu thich gid
vo lam ngudi Na Uy mac du téc nd mau sam
va doi mét dep 16 ra dang thiéu nit Ireland kiéu
chi em nha Corrs.

Khi t6i chen lan luén lach qua mot co s6
khong nhé nhing con ngudi cau kinh phai ngoi
trén hanh 1Y ngoai hanh lang, thi c6 moét théong
bao vang lén.

“Xin 16i quy khéach vi su cham tré va thieu ghé
ngdi, nhung chung ta da khéi hanh di tiép va sé
téi Birmingham trong vong vai phut nitta. Tuy
nhién, vi cé truc trac & may nén tau sé dung
lai & d6 dé chinh stra lai. Chung ta sé vé dén
Euston cham hon du dinh khoang hai tiéng.”

Khap tau vang lén tiéng kéu ca than van, roi
lai ddng loat rd len am thanh moi ngudi 16i dién
thoai ra va bat dau bam so.

“Martha a, anh mai sap t6i Birmingham thoi,

chua biét méay gi> maéi vé dén nha. Anh sé di taxi.”
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“Tom. Bon chi dén muon vi tau bi ket. Luc
nao vé gan dén noi chi sé goi.”

“Gina a. Cai tau chét tiét nay lai bi muon. Toi
goi cho ba sau.”

Cu thé ci thé, khoang nao ciing thé.

Réi t6i nhan ra la... khéong tim thay ghé cua
toi dau ca. Toi nhin quanh nhitng hanh khach
khac dé chic rang minh khong di nham khoang.
Dung réi. Gia dinh quy su kia kia. Anh chang
dé thuong trong goc nira. Oi khong, gidi oi. Toi
bi mat ghé rdéi. Mot cu gia téc bac trang va deo
kinh. Ba ay dang ngdi do thodi mai véi mot binh
tra va moét chiéc banh sandwich. Téi khéng thé
bdo ba ay chuyéen di dé trd ché cho minh duoc.
Nhu thé la xau tinh.

Téi nhin quanh nhung chang con ché nao
khac ca. O 9, t6i phai ding réi. Pung khodng
hai tiéng ruoi dong ho nita. Hay thé chu li.

Nhung dudng nhu cac than linh cang thay
thuong hai nén chi vai phat sau tau chiing toi

da duoc kéo toi Birmingham va, hallelujah, quy
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ong ngdi doéi dien anh dep trai di xuéng. Anh
dep trai nhin t6i va hat dau vé chiéc ghé truse
mat. O la la, t6i nghi bung, va di lai do.

Khi tau trong tranh dimng lai, to6i bi mat thang
bang, phan tiép theo c6 vé la khong tranh khoi
trong moét ngay nhu thé nay.

“Chao,” anh dep trai cudi vi t6i nga ngay vao
long anh ay. “Théat ra thi anh dang dinh bao cai
ghé d6i dién co, nhung thé nay cting khong sao.”

Toi ca la anh ay nghi rang t6i sé nguong
ngung dung day nén téi quyét dinh gay an
tuong nguoc lai. Toi ngdi véen tai chd mot giay
nhu dang thay rat chi la thodi mai, réi nhin anh
ay bang cai nhin quyén rii nhat ciia minh — cudi
va nhuéng mot bén may lén.

Roi toi dung lén.

“Yeah. Co6 le dé sau,” t6i néi va chuyén sang
chiéc ghé d6i dién.

“OK. OK. Khoéng sao,” anh ay noi, gio thi
dén luot anh &y bdi réi. “A, anh la Simon. Chao

22
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“That la lang man,” t6i ké cho bon kia nghe
trong khi véi tay lay khoai tay chién Pringle.
“Nhu phim ay. Té nga ngay vao long anh av.
Gia ma c¢6 ai lam phim vé chuyén cia bon t&
nhi thi t& thich anh dong Angel trong Bufty
dong vai anh ay.”

Chung t6i dang ¢ trong phong ngti cua Izzie.
Cudi cung thi tau cing vé t6i London luc sau
rudi. Sau khi me don t6i vée va bd dé dac & nha,
t6i xin me cho ra ngoai. Day la trudng hop khan
cap. Khong chi vi t6i khong gap bon né da ba
ngay troi roi ma con i téi ¢é bao nhiéu la dieu
mudn keé.

“Chuyén ctia bon t6¢! Cau chi wvitra méi gap anh
ay thoi ma,” Lucy noi va tu modt ngum Coke.

“Va theo nhu hiéu biét ctia t& vé cau,” lzzie
noi, “cé vé d6 la mot cu nga cé6 cha dich day

nhi.”
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“Khong phai,” t6i noi. “Tai cai tau no lac lu.”

[zzie t& vé “U, phai réi” nhung Lucy thi dang
rat cham chu. N6 la mot ngudi lang man ma.

“Ke tiép di ndo,” né néi. No dang yén vi trén
chiéc tui bong mau tia trén san nha lzzie.

“A, thoi gian con lai clia chuyén di ci troi
veo veo. Bon t& néi chuyén khéong ngiing nghi,
chua gi hét thi da téi Euston roi...”

“Thé tén anh ay la gi?” Lucy hai.

“Simon Peddington Lee, séng & Holland Park
va mudi tam tudi.”

“Trong thé nao?” Izzie hoi.

“Cao, da ngam ngam, dep trai, va c6 déi mat
nau dep cuc.”

“Anh ay lam gi trén tau day?”

“Anh ay dén truong dai hoc St Andrews xem
xet tinh hinh la c6 nén vao day sau khi hoc
xong lop trinh do A khong. Té thi da quyét dinh
sau khi hoc trung hoc xong sé hoc & day. Gio

thi d6 qua that la mét cho hay ho.”
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“Hoang t William cung hoc & day dung
khong?” Lucy noi. “Anh ay sé hoc xong, tot
nghiép trudc khi cau kip nhéap hoc.”

“Thé Simon c6 biét Hoang tit khong?” Izzie
hoi.

“Khong. Nhung anh ho ciia Simon thi biét,
ho hoc cung truong Eton.”

“Thé Simon c6 hoc & Eton luén khong?”
Lucy hai.

“Khong, anh ay hoc & moét truong tu khac,
t& quén mat tén roi. O Hampshire hay sao dé.
Anh ay la hoc sinh noi tra.”

“Thé ra day la mot anh chang cong ti con
nha giau?” lzzie hdi, réi né dbi sang céai giong
hom hinh. “Peddington Lee.”

“Anh ay khong hom hinh hay vénh vao hay
tu cao hay ai cd. Té ciing bdo véi anh av la té
hoc & truong dan néi tiéng.”

“Nhung thé la néi doéi,” Lucy néi.

“Dau co,” téi cuoi. “Trudong ctia bon minh mé

ctra cho moi ngudi dan thi chdng phai truong
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dan ndi tieng day thoi. Va coé lé t& se doi téen
mdt ti cho né ciing dai nhu tén anh ay. Co thé
[a Nesta Costello-William, ho bd truéc, ho me
sau. Hay la Nesta Williams-Costello?”

“Thoi,” Izzie néi. “Hay cit la chinh minh di.
Nesta Williams nghe ciing hay ma.”

“Nesta Top Toff Totty hay la Nesta Tieu thu
Nhoc t1,” Lucy cuoi khuce khich.

“Té nghi cac cau sé mung cho t6,” téi hoi
méch long, “Té wira gap mot ngudi to thich
day.”

“Té ming cht,” Lucy néi. “Nhung c6 chac
[ cau mudn dinh dang v&i modt anh chang sap
stta di khong?”

“Phai dén mua thu anh ay mai di co ma, bay
gi® mai thang Tu. Réi sau do, néu van con thich
nhau thi t& c6 thé dén Scotland véi anh ay sau
khi hoc xong trung hoc.”

“To tudng cau mudn lam dién vién,” lzzie
noi. “Ma truong St Andrews khong cé day mon
kich dau.”
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T6i chua nghi t6i chuyén nay. “Co thé ho
ctiing day. Ma, vai cd, t& nghi & tudi bon minh
thi nén c6 nhiéu lua chon.”

[zzie ph& ra cuoi. “Céau ndi vy nhu me t¢. Anh
ay co dé nghi gap lai cau khong?”

“Co. Bon té sé di cudi ngua.”

“Cuoi ngua! Cudi len con ngua ay 4?7

(.(.U.',':'

“Doh. Cau da bao gio leo lén lung ngua
chua?”

“Chua, nhung t& chac chan sé chéng nam

A

duoc thai.
Lucy va Izzie nhin nhau lo lang.

“Cau c6 bdo vai anh ay la cau chua tung cudi
ngua khoéong?” Lucy hai.

“Tat nhién la khong. Khong kho lam dau
ma.”
“Uhhh Nesta...” Lucy dinh néi ai.
“Khong,” lzzie ngat 1oi. “No6 sé phai tu minh

tim ra...”
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Nhat ky cua Nesta

Doan dugc khong? Jai un ban trai
nouveau, Il s appelle Simon Peddington
Lee va anh ay rat banh bao. Anh ay
da glii cho minh tin nhan :->> nghia
la mot nu cuoi that tuoi. Va BCNU.
Minh nhan lai la ©)))), roi CUL8R.
Minh udc gi c6 thé thu nhan minh
nghi anh ay c6 the la Nguoi ay. Lau
lam roi minh khéng thich ai ca. Va
minh cung chua tung yeu dung nghia
Ia yéu. Anh ay duong nhu truéng
thanh hon tat cd nhing doé b6 ma
minh da hen ho trong nam qua

va c6 mét doi chan rat dep, dai, va
mg@t cai miéng nhin la muon hén roi.

Nhiang tay minh da tung hen ho tu
khi den Londres:

Robin: (di choi voi nhau mét tuan hoi
cuoi thang Chin). Ngot ngao nhung
té nhat. Han cur co kieu nhin xa
xam, lam nhu hay ho lam ay.
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nhung minh nghi the that 1a ré
tien.

Michael: (hen ho hai lan hoi thang
Mudi). Nguoi hén té nhat minh
titng biet, cur thich can ngudi khac.

Nick: (hen ho m¢t lan hoi thang Muoi
hai). Kinh. Boi ca déng gel len dau.
Co mét thoi quen ky cuc 1a liem tai
con gai. Chang dé chiu chat nao.

Steve: (thang Mot). Cang thich anh
chang nay. nhung tre con va bé
hon minh,

Alan: (ba tuan thang Hai). Ntra no nua
kia. Han noi muon tré thanh bac
si va cur lan tay vao trong ao ngoat
cta minh dé kiem tra xem cé van
de gl khong. Béenh hoan. Bién thai.

Anh Tony cua minh lai co ban gai moi
va hinh nhu lao bi sai quai ham sau
mét tran hoén hit toi boi. Sao lai the
khéng biet? Minh khong biet co nén
ké cho Lucy khéng. Tony voi Lucy da
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hen ho vdi nhau héoi nam ngoai, doi
nay dang nhap nha nhap nhang. Bon
con gai rat mé Tony, nhung lao thi da
guc duoi tay Lucy roi.

Izzie hoi bi TiHaHu (thieu hai huoc).
Minh khéng biét tai sao vi néo dang hen
ho voi anh Ben la ca si chinh cua King
Noz va dang hanh phic lam co ma.

Mét qua di mat, ZZZZzzzz.
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Chuong 2

Kho khan

T luc t6i & Manchester vé me c6 vé im lang
hon binh thuong. Thuong thudng budi sdng me
rat thich hat (du chang hay ti nao, that tinh 1a
thé, nhung tat nhién t6i khong noéi véi me nhu
vay), nhung hédm nay me chi ngdi trong bép doc
bao. Chang giéng me chut nao.

Toi kéo ghé dén canh me. “Me nho bo a?”

“Chac chan rdi,” me noi. “Duong nhién la
me nhé bd con, nhung me cing quen vai viéc

bd con hay di cong tac xa roi. Sao con lai hoi
thée?”

Toi nhin me kieu nhu cdnh sat hdi cung ‘me
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dimg hong ltra con’. “Me ¢6 vé hoi budon. Co
phai vi hdm qua luc vé con da chay ngay sang
cho Lucy va Izzie ma khong & nha véoi me
khoéng?”

Me cudi. “Khoéng, con véu. Viéc dé6 me cling
quen dan rdi.”

“OK, thé me chac la khong sao chi?”

“Chéc chdn ma,” me mim cudi.

“OK. Thé con di hoc cudi ngua duoc khong?”

“Cuéi ngua? Dé lam gi? Trudc gidy con co vé
gl la thich ngua dau?”

Via luc day thi 1ao anh Tony cia toi loet quet
di vao, toc tai thi dung nguoc, van mac quan ao
ngll va ngap hét ca. “U. May thi hoc cudi ngua
de lam gi? Dinh loe ai?”

“Em chang giéng nhu ai day,” t6i néi. “Em
chang can lde ai hét cad.”

“Thi anh chang nao day,” Tony van lai nhai.

“Théat ra thi hdbm qua con cé gap moét anh

chang & trén tau...”
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“Biét ngay ma,” Tony nadi trong khi dau van
dang dut trong t1 lanh.

“Uhm, anh ay moi con di cudi ngua,” toi ndi
va ¢d gang cudng lai mong mudn ghé gom la
day luon Tony vao t lanh réi déng cira nhét lai.

“O dau?” me hoi.

“Dau d6 gan Hyde Park. Hinh nhu la
Kensington. Anh 4y c6 cho con dia chi, con dée
& trén nha.”

“Bao gio di?” Tony tir t lanh chui ra, moét
tay cam nudc cam, mot tay cam banh stng bo.

“Ngay mai.”

Tony phét mut mam x6i léen banh réi ra chd
me con t6i. “Thé may dinh hoc cudi ngua chi
trong mot budi chiéu théi 4y ha? Tinh lai di
cung.”

Toéi le ludi. “Em cr tudng quai ham anh bi
sai vi hon hit nhiéu qua rdi av chi. Khong hiéu
nhai lam sao nhi?”

“Cung nhu kiéu may di cudi ngua thoi,” lao

ndi va td vé nhan nho dau don khi ha moém can
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mot miéng. “Coé kho cia néd. Véi cd khong phai
la bi trat khop, chi hoi dau chut théi.”

“Dang doi.” t6i ndi. “Me oi con di duoc khong
me”? Di cudi ngua ay.”

“That ra thi,” me lén tiéng. “Me dang dinh
noi chuyén véi cd hai daa. Me dinh doi ¢6 ca bo
con vé co, nhung bay gid noi ludén cang duoc.”

Oi KHONG! B8 me sép ly di. Lam on,
khonggagaaag. Toi nhé Izzie da ke cho Lucy va
t6i chuyén khi bé me no chia tay nhau, cing bat
dau v nhu thé nay. N6 nhan thay me n6 khéng
duoc vui. R6i b6 no thi di dau d6 may ngay
khong ve. Roi, ‘Me mudn noédi chuyén vai con.’

“Khéng. KHONG!” t6i hét len. “B6 me da
thr hoa gidi chua? Di tu van hon nhan chua?
B6 me khoéng duoc bd nhau. Me phai ¢6 gang
trong moi moi quan hé chu.”

Me va Tony nhin cit nhu t6i bi dién.

“Con dang néi ai vay, Nesta?”

“Ly hon. Me oi, dimg me nhé. Me vi con va

Tony, hay c6 gang lan nita xem sao.”
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Me bo ra cudi. “Ai dinh ly hon dau Nesta, me
véi bd con rat hanh phuc ma.”

“Thé thi c6 chuyén gi a?”

Me lai tr& lai cang thdng. “La chuyén céng
viec. Hop dong clia me sé hét vao dau thang
t&i va ¢o tin don la dai co ké hoach thay mau.”

Tom dam tay xuong ban gian da. “Tuc la
tuyén nhitng ngudi tré hon 4y hd me?”

Me gat dau.

“Té hai,” Tony ndéi. “Sao ho dam chi? Me da
[ khuén mat ctia ban tin chiéu réi. Ho khéng
the thay thé me duoc.”

Me dat tay len tay Tony. “Cé chir con, ho cé
thé chu. Viéc nay ludn xay ra ma. Nha san xuat
nao ma chang muén chuong trinh cia minh thu
hut nhieu ngudi xem hon ha con.”

“Nhung khong phai bang cach da di nhiing
nguoi gidi nhat cia minh. Me doc ban tin rat
tot co ma.”

Me mim cudi. “Cam on con trai. Con co

muon lam ngudi dai dién cho me khong?”
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“Néu me khong lam ban tin nira thi lam sao
bay gid,” t6i néi. “Khi con di hoc vé, thay me
trén tivi thi thich chi kém thay me & nha thoi.
Con ludén mé tivi khi uéng tra va thay me dang

chao con.”

“Khi nao thi me biét chac?” Tony hi.

“Vai tuan ntta. Nhung diéu me mudn noéi voi
hai dira la chung ta sé phai that lung budc bung
lai mot chuat, phai tiét kiém mot chut cac con a.”

“Nha minh khoéng sao dau me,” to6i noi. “Bo
kieém duoc nhiéu tien ma. Véi cd bd ciing van
dang lam viéc.”

“Do 1a Iy do vi sao me muon cho dén khi
bd con ve,” me ndi. “Dung la viéc lam cia bo
kiem duoc nhiéu tien. Nhung con ditng quén bo
[a mot dao dién tu do, c6 nghia la khi bo lam
viec thi duoc tra tien, con khong lam thi khong
co tién. Hon nita d¢ mua can hd nav chiing ta
ciing da phai gong minh lén roi.”

“Nhung sao bay gio lai khac?” t6i hai.
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“Bai vi cong viéc ciia me dang khong chac
chan, me mudn ndi véi cac con nhu thé day.
B6 sé hoan thanh bd phim & Manchester sau
vai tuan ntta va sau doé thi van chua nhan thém
viéc nao ca. Luc me con thu nhap déu dan thi
chang c6 van dé gi. Nhung bay gio...”

“Oi Chta oi,” t6i rén 1i. “Nha minh nghéo
r6i. Oi Chua oil”

Dau 6c t6i vy ving trong nhitng hinh dung.
Ngheo? Khong c¢o tién tieu vat. Khong duoc di
xem phim ntta. Khéong duoc an McDonald nita.
Toi sé la dira duy nhat lang thang dudi troi mua,
dan miui vao clra s6 them thuéng ngdm nghia
nhitng ngudi giau c6 an udéng no né ao quan
am ap. Con t6i thi quan do rach buom... wira
doi wira lanh. ..

Me lai cudi. “Chua nghéo dau con gai. Minh
van con mdt mai nha che dau, va thic an dé an.
Va cho dén khi moi chuyén chac chan hon thi
nha minh sé cting van én, chi khéng cé nhttng

chi phi rau ria khac.”
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“Tuc la khong co hoc cudi ngua?”

“Chinh xac. Khéong hoc cudi ngua,” me noi.

“Nhung con c6 duoc di gap Simon khong?”

“Duoc, con duoc di gap Simon, mién la vé
nha trudce bira t6i.”

“Nhung di gap Simon khong can tién hay
sao?” Tony lai dang c6 choc ngoay nhu thudong

A

6.

“Khoéng can, 6ng anh biét tudt huénh hoang
a,” toi trd loi. “Simon quen ¢é chit chudng ngua
tir hoi con bé co nhé. Anh 4y da ké cho em
nghe vé co ay luc & trén tau. Anh ay day kem
cho méay dita bé con dén d6 vao cudi tuan. Dbi
lai, c6 chtl cho anh ay véi ban dén cudi ngua
bat cu luc nao ho thich. Mien phi. Thé day.”

“Thé tai sao lai phai di hoc cudi ngua trong
khi n6 co thé day cho may?” Tony hdi, cai mat
thién can tu man thay ma ghét. “A, ha, hiéu rdi,
muon ra vé chu gi. Yeah. T6i la Nesta Williams
va t6i da biét cusi ngua tur hdi con bu ti...”

“Khong phai thée.”
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“Thé con qi.”

“Khoéng.”

“Co.”

“Khi nao thi hai dita méi lén day ha?” me voi

vang bit tai lai.
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Chuong 3

<161 va Robert Redftord

Toi hen gap Simon & ga xe dién ngam dudng
Kensington vi anh ay bao chd day gan chudng
ngua. Toi that sy mong ngéng — cd budi chieu
chi c6 hai dia t6i voi nhau — mét co hdi qua
tuyét voi dé tim hiéu nhau. Lai con khéng tén
tien nta chu.

Toi dén nha ga Kensington, chay qua Preét
a Manger va may ctta hang & 16i vao nha aa,
roi chay ra dudng — va tim téi chung xuéng.
Simon dang chd téi & dé6 cung véi hai co6 gai
cao, thon tha, téc vang. Ho ciing khoang bang

tudi t6i, hodc hon moét hai tudi la cung, va ca
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hai dang ué 0ai dua vao tay vin bén ngoai nha
ga, dang nhan méat tré moi kiéu ‘Chan nhu con
gian’ nhu nguoi mau cta td thoi trang Vogue.
Trong ho cé vé la nhiing tay cudi ngua kinh
nghiém, toc budc gon dang sau, quan chén va
bot cudi ngua. Ca hai dang nhin t6i nhu nhin
nguoi ngoai hanh tinh.

Toi dang mac Levis, giay thé thao Nike, 4o
phong rat dep va ca tinh. O trude 4o c6 hinh
mot ¢ nang hop thoi cé doéi mét phieu dieu. O
d&ng sau thi 1a dong chit “Su cang thang khong
ai kim gitt néi.”

“Day la Tanya, em gai anh,” Simon gidi thiéu.
“Va day la ban ctia n6, Cressida.”

Tanya mim cudi nhung Cressida thi té cai vé
ong eo canh vé nhu nang Posh Spice va khinh
khinh nhin 4o phéng ctia t6i.

“Cau la Nesta day a?” no dai giong diéu chay
nudc phat rin ca nguoi.

“U, Nesta duy nhat,” t6i nhe rang cudi.
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“Chao cau.”

Tanya kha dé thuong, khuon mat than thién
ctiing nhu Simon vay. Nhung Cressida thi nguoc
lai, trong nhu vira dam phai phan ché khong
bang. That la dang xau hd, néu khong thi tréong
no cing xinh lam chu.

Khi di vé phia cong viéen t6i cam thay tam
trang that nhe nhang tho théi. Hom nay la moét
ngay mua xuan dé chiu, thy tién vang va tulip
n& tung bung. Va téi dang & bén canh Simon.

Cressida va Tanya di dang sau bon t6i va dang
noéi chuyén dién thoai, va ca la Cressida dang
doi theo nhat cr nhat ddng cua toi. Khi Simon
nam lay tay t6i, no té vé khé chiu ra mat.

“Em bdo em da ting cudi ngua roi dung
khéng?” Simon hai.

“Vang, em da néi thé, nhung thanh that ma
noi thi chua, em chua cudi ngua bao gio ca.
Em nghi em xoay s& dugc. Khong khé dau anh
nhi. Chi can lén ngua, kiém tra guong, s6 va

len duong.”
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Simon pha lén cudi. “Khoéng van dé gi, anh
sé chi em. Ma em noi ciing khong sai su that la
may. Hom nay minh sé di mot doan ngan trén
duong tir chudng ngua dén céng vien.”

“Di ra duong ay al!” téi khong tin vao tai
minh. “Nhung con xe thi sao?”

“Dung lo, ngua & day duoc huan luyén quen
véi 6 16, va & khu nay thi phan lén cac tay lai xe
déu di kha cham. Bon anh sé tim cho em méot
con ngua tét, sé khong lam em vat va lam dau.”

“O, OK. Hay dédy,” t6i néi. Nhung t6i bt dau
lo lang.

“Céau chua timng bao gio cudi ngua trong doi
ayv ha?” Cressida gi¢r dang biu moi ché nhao di
bén canh bon ti.

Toi chi mudn noi ‘May bién di,” nhung toi
mim moi va lac dau thay cho loi tra loi. Toi da
timg gap nhiing dia kiéu nhu né va thuong
chang them mat thoi gian day vao ma lam gi,
nhung no la ban cia Simon va téi khong mudn

lam anh ay kho x1.
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Chudng ngua nam gidu minh trong mot khu
trai duong vao rai soi. O mot goc khu trai la mot
day chuéng nhd ¢6 nhitng con ngua tho dau ra
khoi moéi ngan.

“Tim ra chd nhu thé nay hay qua nhi,” toi
noi. “Em chua bao gid biét & London nay ciing
co thé cudi ngua duoc ddy. Em nghi phai dén
Devon hay Cornwall co.”

“U. Hay nhi,” Tanya néi. “Bon t& da dén day
tir hdi con bé, nhung rat nhieu nguoi khong biét
cho nay.”

“Nguoi ta cudi ngua & Hyde Park phdi dén
ba tram nam nay roi nén ciing khong phai maéi
nita dau,” Simon noi.

“Wow, ba tram nam co a. An tuong that.”

Cressida lai t& vé khinh khinh lan tht n trong
ngay. "Em thi thich cuéi ngua & Richmond

?

hon,” n6 noi. “Anh ho em c6 chudng ngua &
do va do la noi ma nhiing tay nai ngua thuc thu
van dén. Ai cing biét chdé ddy chang thua ai

day, lai con c6 vé thén da hon.”
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Toi mudn néi vao mat noé 1a, “Thé sao khong
bién dén day luon di?” Nhung mot lan naa toi
van gitt mom duoc.

Mot phu nit di ra khdi mét noi trong nhu van
phong va vay tay chao bon toi.

“Co6 toc vang nay chinh la ngudi ma anh da
noi véi em, cd6 Creighton day,” Simon néi va
vay tay dap lai. “Co ay sé chon cho em mot
con ngua tot. Anh t6i néi chuyén véi ¢o6 ay mot
chut. Tanya, di giup anh thang vén ngua nao.”

Hai anh em ho rdi di, bd téi lai mot minh véi
Cut meo.

“Cau khong dinh di thay d6 a?” né hai.

“Khong. Moi ngudi thuong thich t& nhu ban
than t& thé nay,” téi cudi.

“Nhung khong dinh nhu thé ma cudi ngua
chit ha?”

“Chac chan rdi,” to6i néi. “Sao lai khong?”

“Bai vi nd khong dung kiéu,” Cressida noi.

Toi trimg trumg nhin no. “Thé sao?”
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Chting t6i ding trong su im lang khoé chiu ctia
bay ctru moét luc. Use agi Lucy va lzzie ciing &
day, chung t6i sé la nhitng tay mo nhu nhau va
sé vui lam cho xem.

Tanva dén va dua t6i mdt cai mi bdo hiém.
“Cau do6i cai nay vao, dé nh& bi nga thi né sé
bdo vé dau cau.”

Toi doi mi vao va quay sang thay Simon dang
dat mot con ngua mau nau hat dé cé ngdi sao
trang trudc tran dén.

“Di nao,” anh ay cuoi. “Cd Creighton bdo

anh chang nay la danh cho em.”

Cressida cuoi khay. “Heddie a? Anh dua

A

Heddie cho Nesta a? Con ngua gia khu dé.
“Day la lan dau tién ctia Nesta,” Simon noi
va vd vd nhe vao cd6 Heddie. “Chung ta khéong
mudn dat ¢ ay len moét chil ngua cé thé mang
cO ay di mat.”
Cressida nhin nhu thé d6 chinh xac la diéu

ndé muon.
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“Nao, Nesta, dé anh gitip em lén. Bon minh
sé di cham thoi.”

Khi tién lai phia con ngua, triét 1Y ‘khong
sao, minh xu ¢ duoc’ ciia t6i bién thanh ‘khong
xut duoc thi lo ma chay di’. Toi that su lo so.
Heddie to qua. Téi da thudce loai cao so véi tudi
roi ma dau téi ciing mai nhinh hon chan Heddie
c6é mot chit. Lam sao leo 1én duoc day? Toi hit
thé that sdu nhu van lam khi dong kich dé tran
an minh va buéc thém mot budc vé phia noé.
N6 thé phi phi va lui lai.

Tir khée mat ctia minh, t6i trong thay Cressida
dang khoan khoai tan huéng tung phut su boi
roi cia toi. Cur doi day ma xem, t6i nghi bung.
Co6 thée tu truéc dén gidy tao chua tiing cudi
ngua, nhung tao da doc quvén Cam nhan va
d6i mat vai so hai réi nhé — chinh xac 1a ba
trang dau. Toi quyét dinh sé lam nhu thé. Toi
dimg cao dau, cdm nhan su s¢ hai va tién vé
phia con ngua véi tan miéng tu tin cudi cung

co thé vét ra duoc.
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“Khoéng sao dau,” Simon cuoi khich 1é 16i.
“Tu tir thoi. Dat chan len ban dap. Toét. Nhac
minh lén lung Heddie, xong rdi thi dua ca chan
kia cia em lén.”

Toi lam nhu anh ay bdo nhung khong quang
nguoi qua duoc. Toi dat chan phai len ban dap
rdi nhung chdng tai ndo gitt d@ kéo phan con
lai cia co thé minh len duoc, thé nén téi cu
nhay loi choi mét chan nhu dia dé hoi. May la
Simon da gidi ctu va day t6i len. Va doan duoc
gl khong? Dot nhién téi da l1éen duoc trén ngua.
Rat cao so véi mat dat. So that. Nhung mot khi
da thang bang duoc thi tuyét voi.

Tanva ra khoi chudng véi hai con ngua khac,
mot con mau xam va mdt con mau den, va
Cressida ciing bién mat, c6 lé dé lay ngua cho
minh.

Simon cam cuong con ngua xam. “‘Em &
nguyén day nhé, Nesta. Anh lén ngua Prince

roi bon minh di.”
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Khong van dé gai, toi nghi khi Simon lén ngua
rat duyén dang. Em khong di dau ca dau.

Whooaghhhh.

Nhung r6 rang la téi co.

Heddie hinh nhu ndy ra trong dau mét ¥ nghi
mudn udng nudc va limg thimg di vé phia cai

mang gan phia ngoai khu chudng.

No chui dau xudéng udéng nudc va toi bat dau
bi truot vé phia truéc. Toi nghi minh sé truot
qua vai né va lugnh quynh cé& dé tru lai. Tat
nhién Cressida ra ding luc ay, trong dep deé
tréen mot con ngua trang 16ng lay. N6 nhin toi
ché bai roi gat dau vai Tanya va cuing nhau mat
hut trén con duong dén céng vién.

“Chd bon anh véi,” Simon goi va cho ngua
chay nudc kieu vé phia t6i. “Em lam kha tot
roi, Nesta. Chi can kéo nhe cuong né sé dung

A= 9

len thoi.

Téi lam nhu anh 4y bdo nhung Heddie chang

them doai hoai agi dén ca. Tai lai kéo nia. Van
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khoéng co phan ung gi. Simon phai cam lay day
cuong thi né mai chiu ngang len.

“Do6i khi minh lo so no cing biét day,” anh
ay noi.

“Em &? Lo so 47 Khoéng,” t6i ndi. “Em sinh
ra la dé cuéi ngua ma.”

Nhung trong nguoi t6i thi dang run ban bat.

Mot lat sau cd Creighton dén va nhin téi an
can. “Co sé dan chau dén khi dén cong viéen,”
cO ay dé nghi. “Lan dau tiéen ma da ra duong
thi cting cting hoi cang.”

On Chua. Téi khong chac minh con dong vai
anh hung duoc bao lau niia.

Chung t6i di t6i cong vien, cam giac ngdi cao
hon 6 to that l1a ky la, nhung t6i thay an toan
vi ¢6 ¢cd Creighton dat Heddie, con Simon thi
di ngay dang trusc. Khi téi cong cong vien cod
Creighton sé veé.

“Bon ¢6 khong bao gicr dé mdt ngudi maéi tap

di ma khong cé nguoi huéng dan di kem,” co

**‘5‘-');_*7[..#*; 23 Yk Kr x



noi. “Simon da day nhiéu hoc sinh ctia co roi
nén chau sé an toan.”

“Hom nay ding nghi dén viéc tang toc day
nhé,” anh ay noéi sau khi ¢6 Creighton di khoi.
“Chi ¢6 ging dé cdm thay thodi mai, va c6 cadm
giac vé con ngua thoi day.”

“Khéng thanh van dé,” t6i noi. “Em nghi
Heddie chiu em r6i.”

“Néu em chac xoay x& duoc thi anh phai len
dang kia mot ti, chi mot phut hai phut thoi, dé
xem Tanya thé nao. Anh da hua véi me la sé
trédng né ma no thi et thich chay lung tung, nhat
la khi di cung véi Cressida. Cress da tham gia
vai cudc dua ngua nén thich té vé méot chat.”

“Em khoéng sao,” t6i néi. “Anh ci di di.”

“Diing di dau nhé,” anh &y lai nhac lai.

Khi anh ay cho ngua chay nudéc kieu nhd
khuat dang rdi, toéi tudng tuong minh dang dong
vai nit anh hung mién théon qué trong moét vé

kich xa xua cit kg. Téi co thée la Tess trong
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d’Urbevilles. Hoac la Jane Eyre. Hay mot vé
kich hien dai. Toi co the dong Nguoi thi tham
v4i ngua voi Robert Redford. Toi c6 thé la daa
con gai hoc cudi ngua tré lai sau mét tai nan
khiing khiép.

Bbng nhién Heddie lac sang trai, cui xudng
va bat dau gam cd bén dudong. Mot lan nira toi
lai gan nhu truot khadi vai nd, lan nay la vao mot
bui cay dd quvéen. Téi kep chat dau gdi va kéo
cuong that manh. “Thoéi nao, Heddie. Vu nay
khong c6 trong kich ban nhé. Nao, ngua ngoan.
Dung 1én nao.”

Heddie chang them dé v ai ca. Toi lai kéo
nita, va né kéo lai t6i.

Toi xem Nguoi thi tham véi ngua nén biét
rang khong duoc t6 ra hung hang. Ngua sé dap
lai su au yém an can. Ré rang la t6i phai thi
tham véi no.

Toi cdi xudng trudge va vd nhe c6 né. “Nao,
ngua oi. Ngua dang yéu oi. Ngua xinh dep oi,”

téi thi tham. “Dung len di nao.”
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Khéng phdn tng gi hét. Cé 16 né khéng hiéu
thir tiéng nay.

“Hoopla,” t6i lai thi tham. “Aley oop. Oopla
oopla. Ting zav tung zay. Héong ang ko ntra
neo.”

Toi nghe ¢6 tiéng cudi dang sau lung. Do la
Simon.

“Em dang lam tro gi thé?”

“Durrh. Thi tham véi ngua thoi. Em con biét
lam gi nita bay gio?”

Anh ay pha ra cudi. “That tinh, em thu vi that
day Nesta a. Co phai n6 gay em khong?”

“Dai dé la thé. No nghi téi gio &n trua roi
hay sao ay.”

Simon lai mot lan ntta kéo cuong Heddie va
noé lai ding dang hoang tré lai.

“Cu gitt cuong, chiung ta sé thit phi nuéc
kieu,” Simon noéi. “Em ngdi thdng nhé, thic gét
nhe nhe théi, va sau do ¢6 gang lén va xuéng

cung luc véi con ngua trong khi né chay.”
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Ro6i chung t6i di. Sau vai x6¢ ndy 1en ndy
xudng thi toi cting bat duoc nhip. Lén va xuéng.
To6i cting lam duoc roi nay.

Qua chod ngoat, toi trong thay mot cai cay cao
khodng mudi mét nam hoi chéch nhung canh
cia né thi dam ngay sang 16i di. Simon lach
qua bén phai dé tranh va t6i ciing c6 gang lai
con Heddie lam giéng nhu vay. Nhung khong,
né chang lam gi c3, cit ddm dau ma chay thang
dén cho canh cay, hay néi dung hon la no chay
thdng, nhung chay ngay dudi canh cay. Téi cé
gang cui xudng tranh nhung canh cay qua thap.
No6 sé cho t6i mét ci ngay bung...

Diéu tiép theo t6i biét, d6 la téi dang lo Iling
trong khong khi, nguoi vat lén canh cay con
con Heddie thi chay di mat.

“Simon!” t6i gao lén.

Simon quay lai va ha héc mém ngac nhién.

Khi dang vat véo trén cay toéi bong cudi khuc
khich. “Em nghi minh da nam duoc cach cuéi

roi day nhi,” t6i noi.
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Simon xuéng ngua va dén ché toi. “Nao, dé
anh giip em xudng.” Rdi anh ay cling cudi. C),
gid ma c6é dem may anh theo, anh sé chup cho
em moét tAm anh ling lang trén cay thé nav,
xong cho vao album va chu thich la: Nesta di
cudi ngua.”

“Hoac la Nesta leo cay khi di cudi ngua,” t6i
cuoi khi anh ay d& t6i xudng va g& mot cai la
khoi toc 16i.

“Hoéc la Nesta nhat 14 chuan bi da 6ng bo
khi dang di cudi ngua,” tdi nodi.

Chung t6i dang 6m bung cudi thi Cressida
phi ngua toi.

“Bon t6i dang tu hdi hai ngudi & dau,” né noi
va trong rat cau kinh vi thay bon toi dang rat vui
véi nhau. “Hai nguoi dang lam gi vay?”

“O, chi leo tréo chut thoi ma,” t6i noi va toi
va Simon lai pha ra cudi.

Simon ké so cho Cressida nghe nhiing ai da
Xay ra va no cung cudi. Nhung la cuoi vao mii

toi chi khong phai cudi voi 16i.
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Toi thay bi ton thuong. Ré rang no da cusi
ngua hang bao nhiéu lau nay roi, t6i nghi né
nén toé ra tir t€ hon mot chat vi t6i la nguoi maéi
bat dau.

R&i, hieu réi, hieu ra réi. Co chuyén gi dé
gitta hai nguoi ho. Hoac né thich Simon hoac
hai nguoi da timg hen ho nhau. Khong biét cé

chuyén gi nhi.
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Nhat ky cua Nesta

Hom nay minh di cudi ngua. Fabola.
Simon cudi ngua that tuyét voi va
tréng goi cam khoéng thé tin dugc
khi mang bot cudi ngua. Sau do bon
minh di uong cappuccino & Dome
duong Kensington. Roi em gai anh
ay va c6 ban nha noi Cressida (minh
nghi minh sé goi no la WC) co tin
nhan va di trudc. Simon va Tanya
khong qua té nhung Cressida thi noi
clir nhu thé c6 mét qua bong ban ket
trong mom éy.

Minh va Simon da hon nhau duoi
cho xe dign ngam. Cuc kul. Diu
dang. Anh ay hén rat deé chiu, tam
trén muoi. Khéng toi cho mét khdi
dau. Co mét dam déng khach du
lich cir nhin bon minh, tham chi co
nguoi con chup anh. Tat nhién may
nam sau nay, khi ma minh noi tteng
roi, thi sé rat dang tien cho xem.
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Chuong 4

“Nhung ma, me...”

“Khong nhung nhi gi ca, Nesta. Me da ndi ro
véi con 1ol co ma...”

“Vang, nhung me khong hidu dau. An mac
ding kiéu la rat quan trong. Con phai tham gia
moi duoc. Viéc nay quan trong hon bat ci ai
con da tung lam trong doi.”

Me cudi va néi, “K.H.O.N.G. Khéng.”

“Lam on di me. Chi lan nay théi, con hita con
khéng bao gidr doi hdi gi khac ntta ca. Khong

bao gid ludn. Va con sé don dep sach sé.” Toi
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xan tay ao lén, sap xép chén bat vao may ria.
Me thd dai va don nét bat dia trén ban.
“Rhoéng, Nesta. Me biét la khong dé dang g,
nhung cho dén khi moi viec da 6n dinh lai thi
cau tra 16i van la khong. Con mac quan chino
va ao phong di cudi ngua c6 lam sao dau.”
“That khong cong bang. Tai sao chung ta lai
hét tien ngay dung luc con két ban véi nhiing
ngudi coé nhiéu tien?”
“Chao mumng dén vai thé gidi, con géi,” me noi.

“Doi khi cude doi khong cong bang.”

“Me tham chi khéng c6 hiéu nita,” t6i nodi voi
Lucy va Izzie luc tu tap & nha Lucy. “Me chi can
ban mot thir ai di [a duoc ma, 6 t6 chang han,
hay gi do.”

Lucy kinh ngac. “Nesta!”

“Gi? Sao?” t6i noi. “Té dua théi ma. Khong
phai & t6, nhung chéc la c6 gi d6 ban duoc dé
t& c6 thé di sdm stra chit. Phai ¢ quan ao ding

diéu mdi duoc.”
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“Ai noi thé?” Izzie néi vong ra tu dang sau
ghé sofa. “T¢ nghi may cai chuyén ‘phai co
quan ao dung diéu thi méi duoc tham gia’® ay
ding la ngd ngan. Ai noi cau phdi mac cai nay
cai kia, khong thi la d6 bd di? Moi ngudi day la
ai? la Cressida ay ha? Con bo lam bo lam tich
day.”

“Cau lam qi vay Iz?” t6i héi va nhom qua
ghé sofa.

[zzie dang trong cay chudi & khoadng tréng
gitta cai ghé va buc tuong. “Trong cay chudi.”

“Yeah. T¢ thay roi.”

“Yoga day,” lzzie ndéi. “Nguoi ta bdo moi
ngay lam muoi phut dé cho mau chdy xuéng
nao. Thu gian rat tot.”

Nguoc lai thi dang hon, t6i nghi va quay lai
ghé ngdi lam moéng tay nhu mot ngudi khon
ngoan binh thudng.

Yoga la mén mdi ctia Izzie. C4 nhan t6i nghi
rang yoga hoi phan xa hoi. Nhu kieu dang noi

chuyén véi nhau, dét nhién néd bay tro vat chan
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len c6. Hoac la né nam ngay xudng san va
chéong ngudi trén vai, va dot nhién minh nhan
thay la dang noi chuyén véi cdi mong cia no.

“Nay, hinh nhu hém truéce té trong thay mot
cai quan chén cudi ngua & nha day,” giong noi
dang sau ghé sofa lai vang len. “Cuaa ba chi Xau
xi nao day khéong méc nita. Dé vé nha t& xem
lai cho.”

Cac ba chi xau xi la hai chi ké tén la Claudia
va Amelia cia Izzie. Hai chi ay déu hon hai
muoi tudi va khong séng cling nha véi né nita
nhung van dé quan 4o & day dé khi nao dén thi
c6 thit ma mac ludn.

“Robbie Williams c6 hinh xam khéng nhi?
Tat nhién t& co,” t6i ndi. “Cam on cau nha.
Nghéo ting that la kinh khiing.”

Chang hiéu vi sao ma diéu nay lam Izzie cudi
pha lén, né mat thang bang va nga ich xuéng
bén canh ghé sofa. “Nhiéu khi cau an néi vé
van ldm day cau a. Nghéo tting la khéng co thuc

an, khéng co nha ctra, khong cé quan ao kia.”
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“Chinh xac,” t6i trd loi. “Khéng ¢6 quan &o.”

[zzie cau kinh cao toc. “Khoéng phai quan ao
thiet k&, do ngdc.”

“N6i thi dé, nhung ngay & trudong thi cting da
thé con gi. Néu khong c6 doi giay diung hiéu thi
sé bi cuoi nhao ngay.”

“Thé thi sao?” lzzie héi. “Nhiing nqudi xuc
pham cau vi nhitng diéu ngé ngan nhu la dsi
giay cau mang hiéu gi hiéu gi, do la mét la tré

22

con.

“Va cau khong dé cho nhitng ngudi nhu thé
lam phién dén minh chua, phai khong?” Lucy
hoi.

Toéi nhan vai. Déi khi téi hanh dong diing
cam hon t6i cdm thay. “Cau xi Iy thé nao ha
Lucy?”

“Dung cé6 nhin t6,” no trong cod vé bi doi.
“Chting t¢ c¢6 thé khong giau, nhung ching té
khéng nghéo ting.”

“Nesta! Cau cting phai nghi truéc khi mé cai

mom théi clia cau ra ch,” lzzie nat t6i.
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Iz va Lucy, hai dia da biét va choi véi nhau
tir hdi con hoc tieu hoc, rat lau trude khi toi
quen ching noé vi t6i maéi chi chuyén dén trudng
chung no cudi thang Chin nam rdi. Izzie ludon xu
lbng véi bat et ai ma né nghi la co thé lam tén
thuong Lucy. Ké ca toi. Ké ca t6i khi t6i hoan
toan vo toi.

“Nhung...” t6i noi.

“Khong sao,” Lucy noi. “Té khong sao.”

“Té khong dinh st nhuc ai ca, Izzie. Té dang
héi xin loi khuyén ctia cac cau. Cé chuyén ai
sai sao? Bon minh déu biét Lucy co it tién tieu
vat nhat trong nhom, né khong c¢é nhiéu tién
dé mua quan 4o0.”

“U, nhung Lucy c6 thé khong thich loan bao
dieu do cho ca thé gisi.”

“Xin 16i moét chut, nhung té dang & day day,”
Lucy noi, “Va khong sao. Té khong phién khi
ca hai cau deu biét rang bé me t& khong duoc

nhiéu tién nhu, hoac, xin 16i Nesta, da nhu bo
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me clia cac cau. Va céc cau cang biét t& xi 1y
nhu thé nao. Té tu may quan ao cho minh. Va
thinh thoang t& di trong em. Tai sao khéng thir
lam nhu thé?”

“Oi, thuc t& mét chut,” t6i noi. “Té can nhiéu
tien hon so tién trong em kiém duoc.”

Lan nay thi Lucy trong nhu da bi xuc pham
va lzzie nhin t6i theo kiéu “déng dén ban tao
thi may chét”.

“Sao? Sao nao?” t6i hoi.

“Thé thi ré rang cau khong can tien dén muc
nhu cau nodi,” Izzie néi. “Nhimng ngudi that su
nghéo déu lam bat ci viec gi ho co the. Va
v4i nhiing thong tin cau cho biét thi cau co thé
kiem duoc nhiéu tién hon viéc tréong em nhiéu
nhi.”

Ac. Khong khi bét dau nang né rdi day. Toi
biet co6 mot cach thoét ra, do la moét hanh dong
ngd ngan.

“Céac ai khanh binh tinh nao,” t6i gid v& lam
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mot nit hoang. “Nguoi ta chi dinh bao la phai
c6 nhiing lua chon khac théi ma.”

On Troi, cd hai dia déu cudi.

“Nghe nay,” Lucy noi, “t& biét la khi cau that
su rat rat mudn tha gi d6 va khong thé co duoc
no thi kho chju nhu thé nao. Cau khéng phai la
ngudi dau tien phat hién ra trd cudi ngua nay.
Vai nam truéce day té& da mudn theo hoc nhung
mot gid hét ba muoi bang, bo me t& khong
cach nao tra duoc.”

“Rbi cau lam sao?”

“Té phai quén no di.”

“Khi t& giau c6 va ndi tiéng,” 16i ndéi, “Té sé
trd tién cho cau di hoc.”

“It nhat thi Simon ciing co thé gitp cau vé
mat nay,” Izzie noi, né dang ngdi xép bang trén
san nha trong tu thé hoa sen. “Cau khong phai
lo lang vé viéc hoc ma.”

“Té biét, anh ay rat dé thuong. Té lo lang ve

viéc tiét 16 su that, t& cdm thay mudn khoc khi
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khong the len ngua va WC nhin té& nhady loi choi
mot chan ket trong ban dap ma cudi nhao. Té
khong thé dé né thav t¢ yéu kém thé duoc.”

“Tai sao cau lai phai ban tam dén viéc gay
an tuong voi mot dia kho chiu nhu né? Nghe
c6 vé nhu Simon khéng quan tAm céau di chan
dat hay la di bot hieu Guceci — va anh ay maéi la
van dé chu.”

“Té chi mudn cho né thay 1a né khong the
doa dam t& duoc. Va t¢ cing gidi nhu né vay.”

“Tai sao?” Iz héi. “Cau tham chi con khong
thich n6.”

“U,” Lucy noi. “Hay nhé mét cau trich dan
trong Thé Thién than cia me t& ma bon minh
da boc hoi nam ngoai. Khong ai co thé lam ban
cam thay véu kém néu khong co su dong tinh
ctia ban.” Bao la cau mudn ching té minh ciing
gidi nhu Cressida tic la cau nghi né gidi hon
cau, giong nhu cau cho né quyén lam cau cam
thay kéem cdéi vay.”

Toi bat dau boéi réi. Toi khong mudn noi ve
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chuyén nav nita. Téi tudng bon né hiéu cdm
giac ctia td6i nhung bon né khong hieu. Va, noi
that, t6i cting khong.

“Oh, xem phim di nao,” t6i c¢d géng déi chi

de. “Cang thang qué roi.”

Chung t6i xem bang ctia Lucy vé moét éng
tén la Monty Roberts them khodng ntta tiéng
nita. Do [a nguyén mau ctia nhan vat ma Robert
Redford thi vai trong Ngudi thi tham véi ngua,
va 6ng Monty doé lam la lam that. Cai bang nay
A qua Giang sinh ctia Lucy hoi né dang phai
trdi qua con dién vdi It ngua.

“Vay v tuéng chinh la khong nhin vao mat
bon ngua vi chung né sé coi dieu do la thach
thuc,” t6i néi sau khi xem phim xong.

“U. Va phai cho né biét cau khong de doa
no,” Lucy nai.

“Than thién nhung qua quyét,” Izzie ndi trong
khi dang c6 thoat khoi tu thé hoa sen. Nhung

ma chan n6 da bi té do ngdi qua lau trong mot
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tu thé ky quai nén no khong dung day duoc. N6
l&n dung ra thdm, chan cang gio thang léen troi.
“Trong voga thi tu thé nay goi la gi?” téi hoi.

“Con cho chét a?”

“Va néu cau so thi ngua sé biét ngay,” Lucy
noi tiép trong khi Izzie van nam rén ri trén san,
“va dieu do ciing lam no so. Thé nén meo nhd
& day la binh tinh, thé thoi.”

“Binh tinh,” t6i noi, “Tu tin. Pung la t6.”

“Binh tinh, binh tinh,” [zzie gao lén. “Trdi oi.
Aghhh. T¢ bi mat cdm giac roéi. Cau té vail”

Yoga thu gian thé nay thi qua toi.

“Bon minh xem phim ntta nhé?” Lucy héi.

“Khong duoc,” t6i noi. “Té ¢6 hen rdi.”

“Cau dinh di dau thé?” Izzie hai.

“Di xem phim. Té da bao Simon la sé gap
anh ay & rap trén duong King luc sau rusi.”

[zzie nhin dong ho. “Sau rusi! Nesta, nam gid
mudi lam roi day.”

“Oi, b8 khi! Bon minh xem phim nay méat
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nhiéu thoi gian qua. Khong kip vé nha thay dé
naa roi.”

“Cau nén di lien bay gio, khong thi khong tai
nao kip dau,” Lucy wira néi wira giup Iz len ghé
sofa, “Dén do mat it nhat la mot tiéng.”

Troi dang mua. Toéi nhin [zzie va Lucy cudn
minh am ap trén ghé sofa ma bong nhién nay
ra mong muon hiy cudc hen. O lai day véi bon
noé bong nhién tré thanh mot lua chon hay ho
hon nhiéu. Vaéi cd cac anh ctia Lucy choéc nita
sé vé, bon ho tinh rat wui.

Toi bam s6 dién thoai ciia Simon. “Bé Khi.
May tra loi tu dong réi.”

“Cau nén di,” Lucy ndi. “Lé hen véi anh roi
lai but nt cho xem.”

“Di véi t¢ di, nhéd ma nhiing c6 nang sanh
diéu cing di cung.”

“Nhitng c6 nang sanh diéu?” Lucy hai lai.

“Tanya va c6 nang khoé chiu.”

[zzie nhin troi mua ngoai cira s6 va nhan mat.
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“Bon t¢ sé di cung cau dén ga xe dién ngam,
dang nao cing trén dudng téi tiem pizza,” Lucy
noi.” i nao, Iz, lay 6 di. Cau c6 mudn muon
ado khoac khong Nesta? Mac moi cai 4o phong
mong manh nay cau sé chét rét cho ma xem.”

R6i n6 dua cho t6i cai 4o khoac mau bac,
nhung qua bé so véi yéu cau.

“Hay cau muon &o cua Steve, hay Lal?” no
dé nghi t6i hai lua chon la hai chiéc 4o c6 mu
trum dau thiéu tham my kinh khiing khiép.

“Thoi, t& khong mudn thanh con ngoc dau.”

[zzie mac do khoac ctia Lal va Lucy mac o
clia Steve roi chung t6i cung di ra chd xe dién
ngam. Chi nam phut sau t6i bat dau ngam lanh.

“Céau phai muon mot cai do thdi,” Lucy ndi.
“Khéng thi chét cong ngay. Cau mudn cai mau
cam hay mau nau?”

Toi khong con lua chon nao khac. “Mau
nau,” tdi dau kho néi. “Mau nau! Phong cach

ntt hoang ctia t¢ thé la hét.”
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Toéi hy vong Simon nhan ra su hy sinh ma
tdi da chap nhan vi anh ay, téi nghi khi budce ra
khoi ga xe dién ngam Sloane khoang mot gio:
sau d6. Véac than di va nga bo chimng vi mot ai
do song & bén kia ctia hanh tinh.

Toi hdi mot cha ban bao ngoai ga xem rap
chiéu phim & dau thi chu av chi sang bén trai
quang trudng.

“Xuodi xudng duong King,” chu ay noi. “Mua
thé nay thi nén bat xe bus ma di.”

Khi chay t6i chd bén xe bus, t6i thir nghi vé
mot bd phim phu hop véi hoan canh nay cua
minh. Téi nhan thay dong gid lam mot ai do
khac doi khi cting gitp d& td6i vuot qua nhiing
tinh hudng kho khan, nhung téi khong thé nghi
ra mot phim nao ma nhan vat nit chinh lang
thang xé ngang xé doc London dudi troi mua
trong chiéc 4o trum dau nhat duoc tir dia nguc
nhu minh ca.

Chi vai phut sau xe bus dén. Lén xe, t6i nho

chu tai xé khi nao dén rap phim thi goi t6i. Roi
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td1 kiem mot cai ghé. Xe ludt qua cac cira hang
va quan café trén duong King.

Cudc song & London van con moi mé doi
vai t6i. Gia dinh t6i mai chuyen dén day mua
he réi khi me tim duoc cong viec doc ban tin
trén truyéen hinh cap. Trudc do bon t6i séng &
Bristol, ciing khong dén ndi nao, nhung khoéng
giong nhu & day. Toéi van dang dan dan kham
pha — c6 nhiéu khu vuc khac nhau, va mbi khu
lai c6 moét khong khi rieng. Théat thua vi.

“Dén rap chiéu phim roi,” chu tai xé ho léen.
To6i xubng xe nhung chang thdy bong dang
Simon lan nhimg c6 gai sanh diéu dau ca. Toi
voi vang cdi cai 4o khoac ngd ngan kia ra, chic
chan toi khéong mudn bi bat gap trong bd dang
nhu thé.

Vai phut tréi qua. Hy vong téi khong bi lac
mat ho. Toi xem lai ddng hd. Téi da dén mudn
muoi phut. Ho cé doi khong nhi?

Nam phut nira tréi qua. R6i nam phat ntta.

Toi bat dau lanh cong ca nguodi. Mua xuan dén
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roi ma ct nhu mua dong van chua di vay. That
la phi cong, t6i nghi va lai mac ao khoac ctua
Lal vao va budce vé phia tram xe bus.

“Nesta!” Simon goi.

Toi nhin qua duong thay anh ay dang vay tay
lia lia. R6i anh ay chay tai.

“Xin 16i bon anh dén muodn,” anh 4y hon hén
phan tran. “Duong déng qud, chang tim duoc
chd dau xe.”

“Cau cho lau chua?” Cressida via budc téi
sau lung Simon va hdi bang cai giong cho ¢6
chit c6 them quan tam t6i da doi lau hay mau.

“Khong, t¢ ctiing vira dén thoi,” toi trd 1oi nd
roi quay sang Simon. “Hey, chd nay hay nhi.
Em chua timg dén day bao gio.”

Toi thay Cressida lai biu moi. Sé c6 mot ngay
toi phai hoi nd xem dudi mui ndé c6 mui gi kho
chiu dén thé.

“Da timg thoi,” né noéi, “gio thi Notting Hill
mai la chd mua sam hay ho.” Rbi né khinh
khinh nhin cai 4o khoac ctia Lal. “Nhung cho

day cau cuang chua timg dén dau nhi.”
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Toi phdi cong nhan rang no trong rat dep.
NO mac mot cai do khoac da thudéc mau den va
mot ddi bot da son dén mat ca — kha cao va hé
mui. Déi giay sting nudc cla toi trong that toi
tan bén canh ching.

“Té maoi chuyén dén London mua heé rdi,” toi
noi. “Trude nha t¢ & Los Angeles nén may thu
& day cting con kha méi mé vai t6.” Thét ra thi
bon t6i chi dén day nghi mot tuan, nhung no
khoéong can phai biét dieu do.

Cressida c6 vé bi an tuong giay lat. “Tai sao
cau lai chuyén dén day?”

“Vi bo to la dao dién.”

“B6 cau c6 lam phim gi ma bon t& biét
khong?” Tanva vira di mua vé vé va hdi. Trong
cau ay cung tuyét khéong kém voi do phong
DKNY va mét chiéc vay da ngan. Téi bat dau
cam thay minh xoang xinh qua.

“O, nhiéu ldm. Ciing la c6 bac Spielberg gitip

de ntra.”
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Gio thi Cressida choang han. Va t6i ciing
khong noi doi. Chi la téi khong noi do la bac
Leister Spielberg chit khong phai la Steven
thoéi. Bac ay lay bac gai ctia t6i va dang dieu
hanh mot cta hang giat Gi ¢ do.

“Em dén day bang gi thé?” Simon hdi.

“Xe dién ngam, roi xe bus. Di lau phét.”

“Cau dén bang xe bus ay ha?” Cressida khinh
bi.

O, lai bit ddu réi day. “U, chit con bing ai
nira?”

“Tat nhien la taxi roi.”

“Co6 ban than mén cua téi oi,” t6i ndi bang
giong ké cd nhét ctia minh, “Ai ma ching biét
xe bus la loai taxi méi. Taxi la cia nhitng nam
chin muoi réi. Xe bus mai la thai thuong, di xe
bus madi la van minh.”

Simon huyt sdo va cudi va tham gia. “Hoan
toan chinh xac, em than mén a. Anh thich nhat

la xe s6 tam muoi tdm. Con em?”
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Ca Tanva ciing cudi nhung WC gia quac mat
sung sia day cau av téi chd hang ngudi dang
xép hang mua béng ngd.

“Do6 la moét trong nhing dieu anh rat thich &
em, Simon noi.

“Gi a?”

“Théai do cia em ay. Em that tu tin. Em théat
gioi.”

Do la vi anh v khong thé thay nhimng gi dang
dién ra trong dau té6i. No khac xa vai tu tin. Vi
vai [y do nao dé Cressida da that su lam téi phat
cau. That la ky cuc. Lucy néi dung, téi da cho
Cressida cai quyén lam t6i cam thay thua kem.
Con su tu tin ma Simon thay la ai day? Chi la

dién ma thai.
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Nhat ky cua Nesta

Simon ché téi ve tan nha sau khi tha
nhu’rlg nang sanh dieu xuong truoc.
Anh ay song trong mot ngoi nha mau
trang, nam sau nhang hang rao mau
den o Holland Park. Trong that la sang
trong. Anh ay héi téi co muon vao
khéng, nhung téi khong thé gap bo me
anh ay trong bp do Jeans va cai ao
khoac cua Lal.

Simon noi ho con mot ngoi nha khac
nira 0 Wiltshire va ho nuoi ngua o do.
To6i ke voi anh ay may nam trudc bon
téi cing ting nuéi chuét lang. Anh ay
lai pha ra cudi. Téi khéng chac anh

ay nghi téi noi ve bon chugt lang Ia
nghiém chinh.

Anh ay co6 mét cai xe tuyét voi, mot
chiec Volkswagon mau den. Anh ay mé
nhac Ion lén va khi ve den duong nha
téi bon téi da ngoi hén nhau rat lau
cho dén khi Tony di qua va gé vao cua
kinh xe lam hai dia téi het ca hon.
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Tanya dé thuong hon WC nhiéu, va
cing than thién hon nhiéu. Téi héi né
quan o caa bon né mua & dau thi né
bdo mua & nhieu cho lam, co khi Ia
Selfridges, co khi Ia Gucci 6 pho Bond,
co khi 1a DKNY nhung cha yeéu Ia

cta nhiing clta hang do thiét ke trén
duong Portobello.

Ngay mai t6i sé den Notting Hill voi
Iz va lucy. Téi rat néng long vi do la
mot phan khac cta London ma toi
chua ting dén, va téi biet c6 mgt bai
hat néi tieng vé con duong Portobello,
Buoi sang thu Bay — Saturrrdayee
morning. Chinh la no.

Udc gi téi co thé mua dugc vai bé
quan o moai.
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Chuong 5

C,(’inq chtia Portobello

Ngay hom sau, t6i lay ba muoi bang tir lon
tiet kiem va cung hai dia ban gai dén Notting
Hill. Bon t6i len & ga Ladbroke Grove dang sau
cho. Tanya bado t6i d6 la noi ban d6 quan ao
rat dep.

“Trong khoéong sang bang & Knightsbridge
nhi,” Lucy néi trong luc ngdm nhin nhing can
nha trang mai bang tréen duong.

“U,” Izzie ndi, “Nhung van sang. Nhiéu ngudi
ndi tiéng séng & day ldm nha, Robbie Williams
nay, Geri Halliwell, Chris Evans.”

“Me t& bdo nha & day phai dén bon triéu ay,”

[zzie tiép.
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“Phai triing x6 s6 thi may ra méi mua duoc,”
Lucy nai.

Sau con dudng ctia nhing can nha mai bang,
ching t6i di qua nhitng clta hang dd cé rat la,
béen trong day nhitng khung tranh vang khéng
|6, va nhitng t&m guong du lon dé che kin ca
mot buc tuong.

“Hoi khac & Homebase,” 1zzie néi, ndé dang
cham cham nhin qua clra s& mét phong treo
day nhing chum deén lam bang thay tinh va sat
ren tinh xao.

“Wow! Nhin nhiing clta hang nay xem,” toi
noéi khi bon 161 di téi moét cira hang tén la Emma
Hope & mot goc duong. “Dep qua, gidng nhu
cho cong chua trong truyén than tién ay nhi.”

“Cong chua Portobello,” Izzie ndéi va chi mot
ctta hang & xa hon mot ti. “Chac chan cing
phai hoang gia maéi chiu duoc gia & do.”

“Cong chua Portobello,” t6i cudi. “Nghe hay

day. Chinh xac la Tanva va Cressida rdi.”
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Chung t6i danh muoi phat dau tién chi co di
va ngam, ngam va di, nhin vao moét clta hang
téen la Joseph va mot cai khac tén la Rikki, roi
& cudi day co6 mot cai ngay lap tac dap vao mat
t61. “Oi cai nay trong hay qua.”

“Khong,” Lucy néi. “Té khéong muon vao
day.”

“Tai sao khong chu?”

“N6 trong khong than thien [Am. Chang c6
ai trong do ca.”

“Thoi dumg ngdce nita di,” t6i noi va kéo noéd
lén bac thang vao clra hang. Téi day clta nhung
noé dong chat. Mot ba ban hang gay nhu que
cti ngang lén nhin va ra hiéu bon t6i phai kéo
chuéng.

Toi kéo chudng va canh cira bip bip mé ra.

“Té xudng cho xem day,” Lucy giang ra.
“Gap cau sau.”

“Lucy,” t6i thi thao va dav né vao trong clia
hang. “Cau bado gi véi t& vé viéc ngudi ta chi

co thé khién cau cdm thay thua kém néu chinh
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cau cho ngudi ta cai quyéen day? Cau ciing thudc
vé noi nay nhu nhiing ngudi tiép theo budc vao
day thoi. Noi that, cau hoan toan co thé dieu
hanh mot noi nhu thé nay khi cau lén len va tré
thanh nha thiét ké.”

“Khong chac dau,” Lucy ndéi va nhin quanh.
“Té seé lam cho khach hang cia t¢ cadm thay

duoc chao don.”

Cira hang két cau toan bang bé téong va thép
ma, bén trong cé mot it den tuyp mau tia nhat
nén tao cam giac hoi lanh lanh. Va ngudi ban
hang cing nhin theo bon t6i ngd vuc. Nhung
quan ao thi trén ca tuyéet voi. Bon t6i di suc sao
khap noi, c6 bao nhiéu la thua téi thich. Toi rat
muodn co6 thir gi d6 déc biet dé méac trong cudce
hen tiép theo vai Simon. Cho dén gid anh ay
van chi thay t6i mac quan Jeans véi giay thé
thao. Lan sau téi quyét tam phadi gay an tuong
mai duoc.

“Oh, chulo chulo. Xem céi nay nay,” tdi noi
va lay ra mot chiéc 4o moc khong tay mau cam

dep tuyét voi. “Phai c6 cai nay mdéi duoc.”
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Toi liéc nhanh gia, hai muoi ba bang nam
muoi. To6i mua duoc, ma van con du tién.

Toi vao phong thit. Trong dinh cia no day.
Chat vai hay cuc luén: nhitng manh nhdé mém

min duoc may lai véi nhau.

“Xem nao,” Lucy tho dau vao nhan xét.

“Tres sexy.”
“Phai mua chr nhi,” t6i ndi.
“U, nén mua,” Lucy ddng tinh.

T6i thay lai quan 4o ciia minh va mang cai ao
ra quay tinh tién.

“Ba ban hang cam lay va nhin mac.

“Tien mat hay thé?”

“Tien mat,” t6i noéi va dua cho ba ay ba to
muoi bang.

Ba ay cam, ma ¢6 vé nhu van doi gi do.

“Gi a?”

“Con hai tram va nam bang nira,” ba ay noéi

va chi cho t6i xem lai nhan. N6 ghi la hai tram
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ba muoi lam bang chit khéong phai hai muoi ba
bang nam muoi.

X&u hd chét mat.

“0, hoi nhieu hon em nghi,” t6i li nhi va voi
vang treo tré lai chiéc 4o 1éen moc trudce khi sang
cung lzzie & dau kia cta cita hang.

“An cuop hay sao ay,” Izzie néi va chi vao
mot cai vay. “Cai nay chi la cotton théi ma dén
mot tram tam lam bang.”

“Co6 lée may em xem thir ben khu hang giam
gia,” ba ban hang da dén dang sau lung bon 16i.

Bon t6i lai kéo nhau sang bén khu giam gia,
noi Izzie lai tiép tuc lam t6i nguong hon nia.

“Ui gidi oi. Dén ma xem céi nay nay Lucy,”
noi goi to va gio léen mot chiéc vay hd vai mau
hong. “Cau con lam duoc mot cai dep hon thé
nay. Cai nay dén tdm muoi lam bang, ma da
gidm gia roi day nhe.”

Théat tinh, Izzie hay ndi cau bdo 16i to moém,
nhung nhiéu khi noé con té hon ca téi néu noéd

muon.
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Téi lai dang cudi clta hang dé xem giay va
bot. Co6 mot doéi giong nhu ddi ma WC di hom
truoc. Toi cam len xem va nuét khan. Bon tram
chin muoi lam bang! Bang cd mét nam tién tieéu
vat ctia toil Va dé chi la mot ddi bot ctia WC
thoi! Chua mai biét nhing tha con lai hét thém
may gia tai nia.

Ba ban hang kho chiu nhin bon t6i nhu moét
[t tré con an trom an cap khong bang. Toi béng
nho lai cdnh trong phim Nguoi dan ba dep, Itic
ma Julia Roberts vao clta hang quan ao sang
trong va nhitng nguoi ban hang tiép dén co ay
that té hai, con doa nat c6 ay nita. Roi sau do
cO ay quay trd lai vai Richard Gere va cho ho
thay thé nao la 1é do khi Richard mua cho co
ay dén ca nita clta hang.

D6 cing la phim ctia t6i ngay hém nay day,
td6i nghi va hat téoc ra sau.

“Khong phai kieu ctia bon minh, nhi,” t6i noi
l6n. “Ra bat taxi vé nha xem bd co lay truc

thang ch® bon minh dén Paris duoc khong.”
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[zzie va Lucy tré mat nhin téi. Rdi Iz cing
tham gia.

“Yah, ¢ hay day, ban than mén,” no nai.
“Noi nay qua, qua...”

Va chting t6i chun miii nhin nhau va néi, “c6
16 s7.”

No6i xong t6i voi Izzie phéong u ra cira, Lucy
chay theo dang sau, mat may dau khé nhu
muon chét dén noi. Toi nghiép Lucy. N6 khong
mat day mat giac nhu bon t6i nén ci dd dur hét
ca ngudi lén.

Chung t6i chay qua géc duong va ri ra cuoi.

“Cau c6 thay mat ba ban hang khong?” toi
noi.

“Co, t& ¢6 thay,” Lucy noi va nhéo té6i mot
cai. “Céac cau lam t¢ nguong chin ca nguoi.”

“Bon t& chi dua théi ma,” Iz néi. “Nhung
ding la ltra ddo chit con gi nia?”

“U,” toi dong ¥, “nhung quan &o & day dep,

A

cac cau cing phai cong nhan nhu thé.
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“Chung c6 thé giip cau cdm thay vui vé hanh
phuc trong mét luc,” [zzie néi trén duong di téi
cho, “nhung khong gitip cau hanh phuc dai lau
mai mai duoc dau.”

“Cau dang noi gi thé ha Izzie?”

“Phat day day,” Lucy gidi thich. “lzzie gio
cang la tin d6 Phat gido gidng nhu Ben rai.
Hom qua luc cau di xem phim né méi ké cho
t& nghe.”

Toi cudi. “Cau nén ra moét single nhu la Phéat
tit Ben. Cau c6 thé hat Phat tt Ben, Phat ti
Ben déu deéu trén nén la tiéng chudng gio, tiéng
doc kinh, c6 thé them ca tiéng ca heo nita. Biét
dau lai thanh hit cing nén ay chu.” Va téi bat
dau hat, “Phéat tt Ben, Phat tt Ben,” va dong
vai ca heo, “Oec, oec, oec.”

Lucy cudi khuc khich, ngay dén Izzie ¢6 gang
lam mat nghiém ciing chi duoc mot lat rdéi pha
ra cuoi.

“Thoi duoc rdi,” t6i héi. “Thé tai sao lam mot
Phat t lai c6 nghia khong thé mac quan o

dep?aa
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“Khong phai thé,” Izzie giai thich. “Cau van
c6 theé mac gi cdu muén. Nhung Phéat day cén
nguyén cta tat cd moi khd s& chinh la long ham
muéon. Va, trong phan l6n truong hop thi su
ham muén do 1a khong bao gior dut. Kieu nhu
la cau cé duoc mot thir, nd lam cau hanh phtic
duoc modt lac, rdi cau lai cd ham muén khac va
cau lai khong thda man nita cho dén khi ham

A

muodn dé duoc théa man va cu thé.
“U, co thé,” toi néi. “Nhung thé thi sao nao?”
[zzie thd dai hét kien nhan. “Ben noi rang
& phuong Tay chung ta bi lac 16i trong ham
mudn, chim dam trong cht nghia vat chat.”
“Yeah. Hay day chu?” t6i noi, t6i lai tia thay
mot clta hang quan 4ao hay ho khac va lai chay
t&éi ngam. “Cu dim t& luc nao cang duoc.”
“Dén cho xem di,” Lucy nai ni. “T¢ khong
muon vao may cai ctta hang hom hinh day nita
dau.”
N6 kéo t6i nham huéng dudng Portobello.

Trén duong di, chung t6i di qua mét cita hang
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Sutc khoe tot va tat nhién Izzie phdi vao ngd
nghiéng.

Toi thi téi khéong quan tam nhieu dén may
clta hang Suc khoe t6t nay cho lam, nhung né
da cung vao cita hang kia véi t6i nén chung toi
ghé day la céong bang. Luc vao trong roi bon t6i
mai thiy cod dén ba tang ban d tha sdn pham
t6t cho sic khde ngudi ta cé thé nghi ra trén
doi. [zzie thi tring mai roi. N6 thich nhu & trén
may ay, nhung toi thi ¢6 lan an thir ¢ cai htu
co 1roi, khéong thé meé duoc. Co trai cay, rau,
gao, cac loat hat, mot tang khac thi ban sach
va tinh dau, xa bong va duéng da, réi mot tang
khac ntta thi ban nudc tinh khiét va thuc pham
c6 loi cho stic khoe. Téi chan ngay sau nam
phut.

“Udc ai co mdt chd nhu thé nay gan nha bon
minh nhi,” Iz néi sau mdt hdi di vong quanh
ngam nghia. “Tuyét hét suc!”

“U, dung vay,” t6i néi. “Di thai nao.”

“Thay chua, nhimg noi nhu thé nay dich thuc
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co ¥ nghia nhu céi tén clia no,” Izzie nadi tiép va
nhat vai thanh socola hittu co va mang ra quay tinh
tién. “Boi dudng cho cd co thé va ca tam hén.”

“Bay bang nam muoi,” chi gai & quay tinh
tien noi.

Quai ham Izzie nhu muoén roi xudng trong khi
cam cui dém tién trong vi.

“Nhung phan 16n nhimg mon & dé la nhiing
moén hoi day,” no ben 1éen noéi khi bon toi da ra
lai ngoai via he.

Toi lac dau budn ba. “Dung la quan lta ddo,”
t6i néi theo kiéu thuyét gido bang giong An
P6. “Thi ngot ngao do chi co thé dem lai cho
ban hanh phuc nhat thoi ma théi. Ban lac 16i
trong su ham mudn socola, nhung chi can mot
gid dong ho sau, ban yéu quy cia téi oi, ham
mudn sé lai trdi len. Coé thé la ham mudn mot
chiéc banh kep nhiéu thit nhieu hanh, hay mot
ly stta danh. Nhiing thit bé nhé nhung béo bd
do. Dung la ban chat cia moét nguoi phuong

Tay dam chim trong ao tudng.”
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“Roi ngudi sé khong con ham mudn nao nita
chu, hai nguoi thuyét gidng dien khung?” Izzie
noi, chia cho Lucy modt miéng socola roi chay

bién di trudc.

Chung t6i danh thém khodng vai ba tiéng
nita luon lo thich tha & duong Portobello, qua
that la rat vui vé. Noi day ngudi dang la chat
nhu ném, ngudi ta ham héd ngdm nhin nhing
gl ban trong bao nhiéu quay hang di mau
sac & d6. Day d6 toan nhimg mon d6 gia tri.
Pashmina, ntt trang, khung anh, d6 cd, quan
do, dia nhac, di moi thu.

Lucy mua mdt chiéc vay rat hay kieu cla
nhimg nam 40 & mdt hang ban quan ao cu.
Chat vai la voan mau kem mém nhe, Lucy noéi
sé dung chat liéu nay cho mét ¢ tuéng ctia no.
Lucy muodn tréd thanh nha thiét ké thoi trang.
No qua that la tai nang day minh. No lay quan
4o cl, may va chinh stta va tao thanh nhting thit

that su la rat ddéc. Bay gio da thay phong cach
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clla no rodi, td6i chac chan rang vai nam nita moi
nguoi sé biet nhiing sang tao ctia Lucy Lovering
la thé nao.

[zzie mua moét doéi tong hong dinh hat & mot
hang hoi quai quai, con t6i mua mot cai tui
trong su6t nho nhod xinh xinh, dinh long hong —
mém min, nom rat nt tinh va chi c6 bén bang
chin lam ma thoi.

“Day, tui nay la phai deo thé nay,” téi noi va
deo tii mdi tung tédng xuéng duong theo kiéu

Marilyn Monroe.

Dén bén gio thi bon toi da rdo duoc gan nhu
la hét cho, thé nén bon téi quyét dinh di xem
nhitng ctta hang lén trén duong Kensington.
Sau khoang moét tiéng dong hd thi ngay dén
t6i, modt con nghién mua sam chinh hiéu, ciing
bat dau thay kiét suc.

“Mé6t hang nira roi ve thoi,” téi noi va dan

hai dira xuéng mot duong nhé dang sau tram
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xe dién ngam. “C6 mot clra hang ban dé cudi

A

ngua ¢ dau d6 gan day. Simon bdo té thé.

“Nay, ding mua quan chén nhé,” Izzie noi.
“Té tim thay chiéc ctia Claudia réi. Hom nao
mang sang cho.”

Chung t6i tim thay clta hang d6 ngay dang
sau quang truong véi nhitng ngdi nha siéu sang
trong duoc xay xung quanh moét cong vién cay
xanh n& day hoa dia lan.

“Séng & day thi phai co ca déng tién ay nhi,”
[zzie néi va nhin vao clra s6 mdt trong nhitng
ngdi nha bén canh clta hang ban dé cusi ngua.
Can phong trong nhu mét phim trudong voi
tudbng Op gd soi, tranh cd va nhitng tAm rém
day mau dé.

Mui da x6c vao mui khi ching t6i budc vao
ctta hang. Khap noi tur dudi san dén trén tran
bayv dav nhitng mén ma ban c6 thé tudng tuong
ra voi con ngua — quan ao cudi ngua, bot, ma,
ban dap, vén ngua, day cuong, sach, tap chi.

Thur t6i that sy muon la mot chiéc do khoac
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cudi ngua bang vai tugt nhung luét qua la thay
ngay la qua tam tay ctia toéi rdi, toan hon hai
tram bang. Téi dang dinh thit mdt cai xem tréng
ra lam sao thi clra bat mé va téi nghe thay mot
giong ndéi rat quen. May la bon t6i dang & cudi
clta hang, va dang sau nhiing day quan ao day
nhéc nén né khong thay duoc bon toi.

“Chao,” Cressida néi. “Em dén lay quan ao
véi may tha cho cudc thi tuan sau.”

“Quy c6 Dudley-Smythe,” c¢6 ban hang don
da. “Em c6 khoe khong? Ca c6d6 Dudley-Smythe
ntta? Hom nay c6 ay khong di véi em a?”

Toi khong cé hing nhay ra cham mat WC.
Toi khong mudn lam hédng mot ngay vui vé véi
may dda ban gai nhu hom nay.

“WC day,” toi thi thao. “T¢ khong ra chao
dau. Bon minh ¢6 gang ra ngoai ma khéng cho
no thay.”

Tat le di ngau la Izzie muén nhom xem WC
thé nao nén né nhay ra gid v& ngd nghiéng may

doi bot. Vai giay sau né da quay lai.
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“No dang lam gi thé?” t6i thi thao hoi.

“Dang noéi chuyén véi ba ban hang.”

“Bon minh Ién qua dugc khéong?”

“Uhm, khéng phai ca ba dia,” Izzie noi. “No6
khong biét t¢ vai Lucy nén bon t¢ sé ra ngoai
dé dang. Nhung con cau thi sao?”

N6 lai liéc nhanh xem bén ngoai dang thé
nao. “OK,” no ndi. “Ké hoach la thé nay, bon
ho dang diing & bén phai va c6 vé kha ban ron
véi may thir d6 quan do nay no. Thé nén Nesta,
cau di bén trai bon t&¢ va quay mat di. Té véi
Lucy sé chan cho cau. Di nao.”

Toi lom khom theo bon no ra 16i di gan cira
nhat, Lucy va Izzie bén phai, con t6i thi di khuat
ngoai bia trai. Toi phai khuyu chan xudéng vi toi
cao hon cé hai dia né.

“Di tu tir thoi,” Izzie nodi, “td ra tu nhién.”

Téi di ntra ludt nira Iti, cdm giac nhu John
Cleese trong chuong trinh Monty Python khi
ong ay dong vai Bo truéng bd Di dung ky cuc.

Chung t6i ra gan dén ctra rdi thi Lucy bat cudi

**‘5'(’);_*7[-.#*; 88 )\(;‘Xﬁ*#*



khuic khich. N6 ¢6 nin lai nhung hai vai cir rung
ban bat. Izzie cing bi lay theo. Réi, tat nhién,
dén toéi. The la Lucy khong thé nhin them duoc
nua.

“Hooo, hoo HOOO,” né pha lén.

Nhitng ngudi ban hang va Cressida ngay lap
titc nhin quanh.

“Nesta, la cau day ha?” Cressida hoi.

Toi dang dua vao quay sach va rit ra cudi.

“Sneuck, yeah, bfff,” t6i néi va c¢6 gang ding
lai. “A, Cressida, day la Izzie va Lucy.”

“Chao, vah, whey...” Izzie 1&p bap va dam bo
ra ctta, theo sau la Lucy.

“Em biét nhitng c6 gai nay a?” ba chu cia
hang héi, trong c6 vé hoang mang vi hanh
dong ctia bon 16i.

“Vang, cung biét so so,” Cressida khinh bi
noi. “Coé chuyén gi vui vay, Nesta?”

Toi ho. “Khéng c6 gi. A, chuyén cuoi thoi

ayv ma. Khong co ai dau.” Téi dang co lam lai
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mat nghiém chinh thi ding lic d6 nhin qua vai
Cressida ra ngoai ctra so.

[zzie va Lucy dang diing & ngoai, di mat vao
ctra kinh lam cho mat ctia bon né méo moé hét
cd. Ca hai dda no déeu dang lam mat xau va
lam mat lac.

Toi lai pha 1én cudi.

“Ummphh. Té phai di day, Cressida. Gap lai
sau,” to6i ling bung noi.

Khi chay ra ctra t6i van con kip nghe no néi,

“That tinh, nhiéu ngudi ci nhu tré con.”
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Nhat ky cua Nesta

Hom nay Simon nhan tin cho téi kha
nhieu:

< Nho em.

Toi tra loi lai la:
*N N Hém nay em di choi voi may
dita ban gai rat vui.

Anh ay lai nhan tiep:
® boi vi anh khong co 0 do voi cac
em.

(Anh ay muon gap lucy va lz. Toi
hy vong WC chua dau djc anh ay vé
chuyén da cham mat bon toi 0 cua
hang ban do cudi ngua vi téi co thé
tuong tuong duoc cau chuyén cua no
ra thé nao.)
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T6i nhan lai:
->>> boi vi vai ngay nita em lai dugc
gap anh,

The roi anh ay nhan the nay:

")

Téi nhan ngay sang lzzie dé xem y
nghia cGa né cé giong nhu téi dang
nghi hay khéng. Dung la the! Nghia Ia

Giir chan bang cach lam cho ho say
mé 13 cau khau hiéu caa lao anh Tony
cGia toi, hay it nhat cho den trudc khi
lao gap Lucy, nguoi ma toi khong nghi
ldo da ket thac duge. Téi thi khéng
dinh dua gion gi ca, nhung ciung khong
dinh bao lai voi Simon la toi yeu anh
ay. Chua phai bay gio. Tham chi ca khi
toi co yeéu.
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Thay vao do, téi nhan cho anh ay la:
(OvO), nghia la em la mot con cu meéo.

Anh ay nhan lai, <"O™>, nghia Ia anh
dang cudi rat to day.

Hém nay téi va may dira ban gai da
rat vui voi nhau. Notting Hill that Ia
hay va téi trong thay rat nhiéu thu toi
thich trong cac cua hang o do. Nhung
téi cang hoi buon vi hién gid tinh hinh
tai chinh cua nha toi dang phai duong
dau voi nhieu kho khan. Tony Ia tac
gia cua cum tu hoanh trang nay, lao
noi do 1a tir chuyén mén chinh tri deé
noi ve cai sy nghéo tung. Dién that.
Chinh tri hoc Ia

mot trong nhing mon hoc trinh do

A claa ldo nén l3o cir suot ngay xo ra
may thua vo van nhu the. Tuy nhién,
sau khi cam thay cay dang vi chuyén
nha gap kho khan, téi quyet dinh
minh phai lam dieu gi do. Gid la luc
boi, hoac la chim nghim. Téi chon boi,
va téi c6 mét KE HOACH.
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Chuong 6

Dira sang stre manh

Sang héom sau téi thic day sébm — uhm, chin
rudi, van la som cho mot ngay cudi tuan — va
kiem tra e-mail. Téi muén xem Lucy va Iz da
trd loi cho 161 mai t6i giti dén ching né t6i hom

qua chua:

C6 Foster va ¢d Lovering théan mén
Thoi gian: 10 gid sang Chu nhat.
Dia diém: B&p nha c¢d Williams.

Su kién: Bta diém tam quyén luc.
Al khéng dén 1a cun.

Ky tén: ¢b Nesta Williams.

Tran trong.
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Tuyét voi. Ca hai dia deu hoi am la sé dén,
thé nén t6i thay quan ao, di mua bao va banh
sing bo & clra hang gan nha, mua xong quay
vée thi bt tay vao chuan bj trong bép. But bi,
giay viét, but chi, hoa qud, nuéc hoa quad, tra,
ngu coc, ca pheé, sia.

Dén gio chao me roi.

Toi bat tivi 1en va bat kénh tin tuc.

“Chao me budi sang,” t6i ndi, khuén méat me
ngay lap tc hién trén man hinh. Réi t6i chuyén
sang kénh MTV. Dang c6 Destiny’'s Child. Qua
chuan! Do 1a ban nhac véu thich nhat ctia téi.
T6i déng clra bép lai dé tieng nhac khéng danh
thuc 1ao Tony — van dang say sua trong chan.

Lucy dén truéce.

“Té c6 mua mot it banh x6p viét quat,” noéd
noéi va gio cai tdi len. “Coé chuyén gi quan trong
ma l6i moi nguoi ra khoi giudong sém thé nay?”

“Té sé noi khi nao 1z dén. Gio thi. Nudc cam,

tra, ca phé. Udng gi nao?”
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“Nudc cam,” noé tra 161 va nhin t6i nghi ngo.

“Sao? Gi thé?” toéi cudi.

“Cau dang c6 ¢ do ai do...”

Ngay luc ay thi chuéng cita reng.

“Coc coc coc,” giong Izzie vang léen.

Toi chay ra ngoai sanh, quy xuéng nhin qua
khe cita va hét nguoc ra ngoai. “Ai goi day?”

[zzie c6 gang ludn qua chudi vao va hét len.
“Toi 1a Chuoi.” That tinh, téi yeu quy lzzie
nhung no dung la moét dia ban la lung.

T6i mé clta va pha ra cudi. Izzie mac quan
Jeans va 4o phong mau tia cé hai miéng dém
vai to khiing khiép, lam hai vai n6 go hét ca
len, trong v nhu mot cau thia bong da My vay.

“Dén du mét bira diem tam quyén luc thi can
phai c6 moét bd canh trong day sic manh,” né
cuoi va lay hai qud cam ra khoi do phong, dua
cho t6i cung véi mot céai tii nita. “Mot bo vai
that vam vé.”

“Thé sao?” to6i cudi va nhin vao trong tui.

**‘5'(’);_*7[..#*; 96 )\(;‘Xﬁ*#*



“Quan cudi ngua cta Claudia day,” lzzie tra
[

“Kul. Cam on cau. T¢ sé thir sau.”

“Thé c6 chuyén gi day?” no hadi khi theo toi
vao bép.

“Hom qua té doc thay mot bai bao trong may
quvén tap chi ctia me,” t6i gidi thich, “néi vé
chuyén cac doanh nhan bat dau moét ngay cta
ho nhu thé nao. Mot bita sang quan trong, noé
giip ho no luc va tang toéc.”

“Kiéu nhu doéng co thuc day 4y ha?” Lucy
hoi, n6 da bat dau tan cong dam banh sung bo.

“U.”

“Nhung day la l1é Phuc sinh nang oi,” lzzie
noi va ngdi xudng va tan cong dam banh xop
Lucy dem dén. “Dong co lam gi co chu? Day la

22

lic...” ndé chuyén sang giong ngudi My, “nghi

ngoi va hdi phuc stc khoe.”

“Chi nguoi lam biéng thi méi nhu thé,” toi

noéi. “Con nhitng ngudi mudn dat thanh tuu
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cao thi khéng bao gio nghi. Ho chi ngiing lai
mot chut cho nhiing bitta sang quan trong ma
thoi.”

“U, nhung d6 la vao sau gior sang,” Lucy nhan
xét va nhin dong hd, “cht khong phai muoi gio:
mudi lam gan trua nhu thé nay.”

“Khong sao. Hom nay la Chti nhat ma.”

“Thé thi sao?” Izzie noi. “Tai sao t& lai phai
ngoi day trong khi ¢ thé quan minh trong chan
thém it nhat la na tiéng nta?”

To6i nhat t& tap chi Phu nit ngay nay ctia me
léen va doc danh sach cho bon né nghe. “Xac
dinh muc tiéu. Chi ra tré ngai. Nhiing viéc can
uu tien. Va len ké hoach hanh dong.”

“Oh,” Lucy noi. “Thé thoi ha?”

“Nghe an tuong day,” lzzie noi.

“U,” t6i noi. “Nghe hay ddy cha? T&i hom
qua vé nha t& bat dau cam thay mot chut tram

22

cam...

[zzie pha ra cudi. “Céi gi co?”
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“Tram cam...” t6i lap lai. Do la tir dung trong
bai bao dé chi khi nguoi ta khéong thé co nhiing
gi ho muén va cam thay toi té.”

[zzie lAc dau va nhin Lucy theo kiéu “Nesta
bi ham”. N6 néi. “Moi nguoi ai cling cé nhiing
[ic budn chan, nhung Nesta thi khong. Nesta
c6 nhing luc tram cam.”

“Hay l&m, ci cuoi di. T da nghi ai c6 the
khong chit cau thi chic chén sé hiéu co day. Té
c6 nhing ngay ma t¢ cam thay budn ba va chan

A

nan, cau biét nhu thé.

“Xin 16i, Nesta. T¢ khong dinh cudi nhao ai
ca. Cau ciing biét nhu thé. Chi la...” no lai cuoi
khtic khich, “cum tir do budn cudi qua.”

“Moi ngudi déu cod nhitng ngay dm dam, ke
cd t&. Va do la diéu ma t& nghi. Cau c6 thé
hoac 1 & dau khé hoac tim cach vuot ra.”

“Boi hay la chim nghim,” Lucy néi.

“Chinh xac. T¢ cho rang doi la nhu thé.
Nhitng lua chon. Cau c6 thé ddu tranh cho thu
ma cau mudn hay nhin nhing ngudi khac cé

duoc nd va cam thay cay dang.”
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“U,” Lucy noi. “No noi ding day, Izzie.”

“Cau phai that su tap trung vao diéu ma cau
muon.”

“U, ding,” lzzie trdm ngam. “Tat cd nhimng
nguoi & chuong trinh ‘Popstars’, nhat la nhiing
ngudi trong nhom Hear’'Say chién thang ay, ho
da phai tap luyén cét luc bao nhiéu nam troi.”

“Yeah. Thé nén t& nghi bon minh c6 thé t6
chiic mét bita sdng quan trong ctia riéng bon
minh va noéi chuyén vé chién luoc va ké hoach
hanh déng...”

“Nhung an sang trudc da,” Lucy hang hai.
“Té dun nudc nhé?”

“Va t¢ sé vat nudc cam tuoi,” lzzie ndi.

Pung luc do thi Tony loang quang budc vao
trong bd dang 16n xé6n budi sdng chia la0: ngai
ngl va chi mac cé6 mot cai quan dui. Nhung
trong thay Lucy 1a 140 tinh han nat.

“Chao, oh, ui,” l1ao ndi va lay tay che trén che
dudi va nhay tung tung giat lui ra khoéi phong.

“Nesta, sao khong bao anh la cé khach?”
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Hay théat, t6i nghi bung. Pung la hay ho.
Tony van luon la anh chang banh bao hap dan,
nhung dung la lao cé ai véi Lucy that. Téi nghi
do la bdi vi nd la dia con gai duy nhat timg da
lao. Va dung la moét su nghich ddo thu vi, tu cho
hoi dau méi gap no ludn xau hé va ¢ phan e
so thi bay gid noé la nguoi chtt dong. Tony thanh
lao 1am cam va Lucy la tat cd, Oh, chao Tony,
anh mudén hen véi em a? Vang... ¢c6 thé. Em
sé goi lai cho anh sau.

“Cau van thich lao day chu, Luce?” t6i hoi.

“U. Tony rat kul. Anh &y luén cé gi do rat
dac biét vai t&, nu hon dau tien va hon thé niia,
nhung thé théi.”

“Nghe khong c6 vé gi la anh ay rat kul,” [zzie
nhan xét. “Noi that, t& nghi anh ay van con
thich cau day.”

“Tot,” Lucy mim cuoi. “Duoc ham mo that
la thich. T¢ chi khong mudn tham gia vao mot
moi quan hé nghiém tic nao vao lic nay. Ai

mudn dieu doé cha?”
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“Con hoc kha lam, Lucy Skywalker,” t6i dong
gid 6ng Obi-Wan Kenobi. Dung la nhu thé. Lucy
timg rat ga con truéc bon con trai, tham chi ai
do liec nhin noé thoi né cang cho do la mot su
may man lam réi. Nhung vai thang qua no da
tu tin lén rat nhiéu, va gid né biét ndé khong
can phai dong ¥ ngay véi anh chang dau tién
O e v6i minh. No da hoc duoc moét nguyén tac
vang: theo tinh tinh chay, tron tinh tinh theo, va
bon con trai cling vay, cang nén néng thi chiing
cang chuén nhanh, nhung cu tinh bo thi v rang
la hap dan ngay.

Bon t6i danh ntta tiéng dong ho tiép theo an
ngau nghién banh mi nuéng véi bo dau phong
va mat, ca phé cappuccino pha bang may pha
ca phé ctia bo. Roi mai dén luc bat dau.

“The,” tbéi ndi trong khi phti sach nhitng vun
banh cudi cung trén ban bép. “Nhiém vu bat
dau, bon minh méi dta tu lam riéng. Ghi ra ba
thir ma bon minh that su muén dat duoc. Roi

sau do la nhitng gi con niu gitt bon minh.”
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Toéi chi gidy but minh da chuan bi.
“Dat duoc khi nao?” Lucy héi. “Trong vai

tuan ntta hay la trong mudi nam nta?”
“Thé nao ctung duoc, tuy cau.”

[zzie cudi kha kha. “OK. Cho t& muon but

nao.

Toéi nhanh chéng ghi ra xong v tudng cua
minh:

1. Tré thanh dién vién (tuong lai)
2. Co nhiéu tiéen (bay gio)
3. Néi tiéng (bay gio va tuong lai)

“Té nghi bon minh nén ghi rdé rang ra,” Izzie
noi. “Cang chi tiét cang tot. Gidong nhu néu cau
dinh viét la — t6i mudén mot chang trai yéu toi —
thi cAu nén ghi r6 dé la mét anh chang dep trai,
tuom tat cé tinh cach hay ho, néu khéng thi cau
co thé ciing sé duoc mdt anh chang yéeu, nhung
& mot tén ngde dau gbi e lac mat chi chit tan
nhang. R6i bon minh cing phai cat nhing to
giay nay trong mot chiéc hop udc bi mat & mot

noi bi mat trong phong ngt1.”
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“Dung thé,” t6i va Lucy dong thanh.

Toi them “céat xé it nhat mudi triéu moét phim”
cho s6 mot trong danh sach ctia minh, va mim
cuoi. Toi biét Izzie cudi cung sé ham hd tham
gia ma. Pung ra thi n6 mdi la dia thuong bay
ra nhimg tro nhu thé nay.

N6 mé man céac loai phuong phap, lieu phap
roi cac loai sach khuyén khich tu nd luc, sach
hat giong tam hon cac loai. Lucy bdo véi toi
rang lzzie tham chi da thit ca bua chu nua.

“Roi, t& xong rdi,” Izzie ndi sau mudi phut.

“Yep, t& ciing the,” Lucy néi.

“OK. Cau truoce di, Izzie.”

“Mot,” lzzie doc, “la mot ca si va nquoi viét
nhac thanh céng va néi tiéng. Hai, c6 mot can
ho rieng ba phong ngti dep tuyét voi dé cac cau
co thé dén & véi t6. Ba, di du lich vong quanh
thé gi¢i bang khoang hang nhat va & tai nhiing
noi sang trong.”

“OK.,” t6i noi. “Con Lucy?”
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“Mot. Muc tieu trong nghé nghiép: Tré thanh
nha thiét ké thoi trang thanh dat. Hai. Muc tiéu
trong tinh cam: Gap duoc ngudi tam giao trudc
khi ba muoi tudi, va hai ngudi yéu nhau. Ba.
Muc tiéu trong gia dinh: Cé mdt ngdi nha &
mién qué, c6 chd, méo va nhiéu con vat khac
nita.”

Toi cing doc danh sach ctia minh réi noi,
“Toét, gid sang dén phan hai. Diéu tiép theo
phai lam la suy nghi cach minh sé dat duoc
nhiing muc tiéu nay va nhting gi dang niu bon
minh lai.”

Bon t6i hi hody thém mudi phut nita.

“Lan nay t& trude,” 16i néi. “OK. Dé ¢6 nhiéu
tien thi giai phap duy nhat bay gio la tim viéc.”

“Té tudng cau bao lam tréong tré thi khong bo
tien?” Lucy noi.

“Khong.” t6i chi tat cd bao trén chiéc ghé
canh ctra. “Té tim viéc han hoi co.”

“Céau da tim duoc gi chua?” Lucy héi.
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“Lat nitra t& sé tim thém.”

“Thé con vé viéc ‘tré nén ndi tiéng’ thi sao?”
[zzie hoi.

“Dé thoi, chi can boc 16 su quyén ra véu kieu
tu nhién vén co cta té thoi.”

“Thé thi tha gi niu gitt cau?” Lucy hdi. “Co
vé nhu cau da xac dinh rat roé rang roi.”

“Té biet t& muodn gi, nhung cé mot sd6 ngay
lai cdm thay sao ma kho khan. T¢ tu nhin minh
va nghi, diéu agi khién minh dac biet? Co hang
ngan con ngudi ngoai Kia, tat ca cting deu dang
no luc.”

“Me t& bao ¢6 hai 16i ]am ma ngudi ta thuong
mac phai trong doi,” Lucy néi. “Mébt la nghi minh
la ngudi that dac biét. Hai la nghi nguoc lai.”

“Trich dan hay day,” Izzie néi. “Nhung Nesta,
t& chac chan cau sé la mot dién vien tai danh,
va ro rang cau la dia dep gai nhat truong minh.
Tat ca bon con trai vo ve quanh cau nhu lii ong
bau quanh hit mat. Té ma la cau thi sé chang lo

lang nhu thé. Moi nguoi déu c6 nhimg luc hoai
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nghi vé ban than minh. Nhiing lic ma ho “tram
cam”, n6é nhe rang cuoi. Cau khong coé ai phai
lo 1Ang cd — cau ndi bat gitta ddm déng. Trong
th&y cau ai ma chang phai ngodai lai nhin.”

“U,” t6i noéi. “Nhung do la vi ho nghi t& xinh
dep, hay bdi vi t¢ la ngudi lai?”

“Lien quan gi dén nhau?” Izzie ngac nhién.

“D6 1a bdi vi cau xinh dep,” Lucy noéi. “Chac
chan la nhu thé Duong nhién. Con phai ban
cai gi ntta.”

“Té thi t¢ khong chac,” t6i noi. “Do co e
ciing la mét phan nguyén nhan khién té ludn
mudn co bd do ding kiéu, cac cau hieu khéng,
de phu hop duoc véi moi ngudi.”

“Tat nhien la cau hop roéi,” Izzie noi. “Du cau
mac gi di nta.”

“Té nhd mot lan hdi con nhd,” t6i noi. “Té
voi me di bién vao cudi tuan. B di mua kem
nén t& véi me di bd doc theo bén tau. Co mot
o6ng di ngang qua hai me con va cling ngodi

lai nhin. Ong ta nhin cham cham mot luc roi
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dén bao me t¢ la, “Oi, vé nudc cia may di.”
R6 rang khong phai 6ng ta nhin me con t& i
ching t& xinh dep. Vd&i 6ng ta, me con t& ro
rang la khéng phu hop.”

“Cau dua day a?” lzzie gian du noi. “Day la
dau chi? Cau co thé nhan ra lao ta néu gap lai
khong? Té sén sang cho lao mdt mau tri khon
clia t¢ cho lao sang dau ra. Tén lao ta la qi?
Lam sao lao dam?”

Toi budn cudi qua. Tréng lzzie cd nhu thé no
chuan bi x6ng ra bat xe bus di tim nguoi dan
ong kia doi danh nhau ay. “Lau rdi Iz a. Me bao
t& bit tai lai. Nhung d6 1a sau khi t& dé v thay
nguoi ta chu ¥ dén me, va cha ¢ dén t6.”

“Té ghét dieu d6 hon bat ca dieu qi,” lzzie
noi. “Té khong thé chiu duoc may ké phan biet
chiing tdc. That la hep hoi nong can. Ban chat
con nguoi ta thé nao mai la dieu dang noi chi.”

“Té nghi trong phan lon trudmg hop thi nguoi
ta nhin hai me con cau la vi hai ngudi quéa rang

r& chit khong phai vi mau da dau,” Lucy néi.
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“Co6 thé vay,” t6i néi, “nhung t¢ khong bao
gi® biét duoc ca. Té nhé modt ngay khac hoi té
sau tudi, c6 modt dira nhéc nodi vé ngudi da mau
& ngoai san choi. To van nhé lic d6 minh da
nghi, 6i tuyét that — moét ngudi mau: chan mau
tia, mat xanh 14, tay xanh ngoc. Té chi mudn ve
ngay mot ngudi nhu thé. Nhung rdi bon né bat
dau cudi va chi trd vao té, néi rang té la mot
nguoi nhu thé. Cho dén luc day t¢ van chua
biét rang minh khac biét. Réi vu lao ngoai bién
nita — t& quyét dinh sé khong ai duoc trong thay
ho da lam cho t& dau khé nhu thé nao. Do 1a Iy
do vi sao t& ludn té ra tu tin chir that ra khéng
phai luc nao cing nhu vay. Té chi la gidi dién
ma thoi.”

“Té cling co6 cam giac hoi hoi gidng vay ve
chiéu cao ctia minh,” Lucy noi. “Té biét moi
nguoi nghi t& chi la mét con nhoéc vi t& qua bé
nhd. Nhung thap, cao, béo, gay, da den, da
trdng... khong thé danh gia mot con nguodi chi

dua vao vé bé ngoai ctia nqudi do.”
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“No6i hay lam,” Izzie noi. “Chung ta déu co
nhing khé khan ctia minh. Va sé luén luén cé
nhiing ngudi danh gid chung ta.”

“Thé kho khan cta cau la agi?” Lucy hoi.

“D6 chinh la tht dang can t& dat duoc dieu
ma t& mong muon.”

“La sao?”

[zzie trong lo lang. “Cac cau cing biét chuyén
Ben phd nhac 1o hat cia t& chu gi?”

Bon t6i gat dau.

“Uhm,” no nai tiép, “Anh ay bdo t& hat véi
ban ctia anh 4y & budi dién sau.”

“OhmyGod,” Lucy noéi. “Tuyét qua con ai
nita. Bao gi¢r thé?”

“Tuan sau, tha Sau. Nhung la thé day. Té
khoéng ngai khi hat cho Ben nghe. Nhung ma
bieu dién trusc cd dam dong... t& so l[Am. Nho
hom day to quén loi thi lam sao? Cu dung day
mdm hd ra ma chang hat duoc gi méat. Sé nhu
mot con ngde. Té da may lan gap ac mong vé

viéc nay.”
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“Lam nhu té nay,” t6i noi. “Trong nhiing
ngay khong cam thay san sang duong dau hay
[a khong biét lam gi, hay la khong tu tin, té
thuong gida vo minh la mét nhan vat trén phim
va t& nghi, OK, c6 ay sé lam gi?”

“Oi Chua 6i,” Izzie cudi va bit chat tai lai.
“Cau dang dinh hat bai hat trong phim Giai
dieu Hanh phuc, cai bai ma me bé trén hat,
Tréo lén moi dinh nui. Aggghhh. Khi nao hét
thi bdo t& nhé.”

“Té khong! Do lao toét,” téi ndi va nhéo tay
[zzie. “Té khong phai nir tu.”

“Hey, tuéng tuong dén mot nhan vat nhu thé
cting hay day chu,” Lucy noi. “Khoéng nhat thiét
phai la mét nhan vat trong phim, ding khoéng
Nesta? Iz co thé gid v lam mét ca si nao do.”

“Theo cau thi ai la ca si tu tin nhat?” t6i hoi.

“Uhm... c6 the la Madonna.”

“Roi,” t6i noi. “Vay gid vor la Madonna.”

“Va,” Lucy tiép tuc, “khong luc nao nhu lic
nay. Cau c6 thé bt dau bang viéc hat truéce

mat chung t6.”
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“Oi khong, khong, t¢ khong thé.”

Lucy doi chiéc khan lau bat len dau nhu khan
trum cua tu si, chap tay lai nhu dang cau nguyén
va bat dau hat, hoan toan lac qué. “Treo lén
moi dinh nui, 16i qua mudn dong sudi, o... lan
theo mudn ngan chiéc cau vong cho dén khi
tim duoc giac mo...”

“Aggghhhh,” Izzie hét 1én va lai bit tai lai. “To
chiu thua. Thua réi. Thua. Lam on.”

“Néu cau khong thé hat trude méat nhing dia
ban than nhat la bon t& day thi cau khong bao
gi®r c6 thé lam duoc cd,” 16i noi. “Bay gid thi ra
di, hit thé sau vao. Tudng tuong dén Madonna.
Madonna sé hat moét trong nhiing bai hat cta
cau bang hét sic co thée.”

“Té phdi lam nhu thé sao?” Izzie hoi.

“DUNG!” t6i va Lucy qud quuyét.

“Khéng thi t¢ hat bay gio day,” Lucy boi
thém.

[zzie thd dai va dung len. “Chi gidi bat nat
ban thoéi. Nhung cé lé dung la bay gio hoac
khoéng bao gio.”
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N6 ra ngoai, va mot lat sau quay lai.

“Té quay vé phia ctra s6 duoc khong?” no
hoi.

“Néu doé la cach Madonna lam thi chac chan
l[a duoc,” toi tra loi.

“Yeah, hom nay Madonna cam thay hoi xau
ho,” Izzie nodi va quay lung lai phia bon t6i. “Day
[& mot bai hat té& viét vé ndi so san khau.”

Lai mét luc im lang nira, roi nd bat dau hat.

“Ban bdo rang téi co thé

Ban bado rang toi biét cach lam trai dat xoay
quanh

Nhung sao t6i chang biét.

Toéi van khong thé budce ra.

Ban noi t6i nén thoat ra khdi birc man t6i tam
Dé chay ngay vé phia mat troi,

Tam minh trong nang vang ruc r®, ban noi
sé rat vui.

Niem tin ctia ban la sttc manh cho t6i, nhung

l[am sao, t6i van lo so minh sé quy nga.”
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Lucy va téi hoan ho dién cudng khi Izzie quay
lai va cui chao. No that su rat rat gidi. Mot giong
hat em diu va sau lang. That su la nhu thé.

“Izzie, t& chua bao gi®r biét cau lai co6 thé hat
nhu thé,” t6i ndi. “Dinh ctia dinh.”

“U,” Lucy noi. “Vai giong hat nhu thé thi cau
chang c6 gi phai lo l&ng hét ca.”

“Cac cau nghi thé that a?” né dé dir ca mat.

“Ai wira hat thé?” Tony tho dau vao hadi. Lao
dang dién bd banh nhat cia minh, quan Jeans
den, 40 phong den, toc mudt ruot va suc nuc
mui nudc cao rau Armani ciia bdo. Ré rang lao
lam thé dé gay an tuong véi Lucy. Anh chang
td61 nghiép.

“Hiép si Armani cia chung ta da dén,” toi
CUOi.

“Izzie hat day,” Lucy noi.

“Wow,” anh ay noi va nhin noé day nguéng
mo. “Em c6 giong hat tot that day.”

[zzie trong co vé bdi rdi cdm dong ton. “Cam

on anh. Cam on ca cau nita, Nesta. Bita sang
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sttc manh nay that la moét v tudng tuyét voi. Gio
thi nhing t& bao kia dau réi? Cung tim cho cau

mot cong viéc thoi.”

Chung t6i danh ca tiéng dong ho tiép theo
ngoi tim viéc cho t6i, nhung t6i mau chong
nhan ra minh la mét nguoi that nghiép hoan
toan réi. Chang c6 nhiéu viéc cho mot daa
mudi bén tudi nhu 6.

Co6 viéc cho tai xé, nhung t6i khong biét lai
Xe.

Phéng van — nghién ctu thi truong, nhung
phai cé 6 t6.

C6 noi can nhan vien vé sinh, nhung doi hoi
ching nhan. Téi nghi ngd viec me sé déng v
chiing nhan vi d6 khong phai la ki ndng ndi
tréi cua toi.

Va cudi cung, cong viéc nhan vién tiép tan
nhung chi tuyén ngudi trén nam muoi.

“Chang c6 gi cho cau & day cd, Nesta a,”
[zzie noi khi dat to bdo cudi cung xudng. “Cau

tim thay gi chua?”
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“Té doc gan hét rdéi ma van chua,” toi noi.
To6i dang tim trén moét t& bao dia phuong va

bdng mot mau tin dap vao mat toi.

Kiém tw 100 dén 1000 bang mdt
ngdy, lam ngudi midu toan thoi

glan hoac ban thoi gian.

Toi tinh nham. T 100-1000 bdng mot ngay?
Véi s6 tien do toi co6 thé giup d& bd me day.
To6i co thé lam toan thoi gian trong ngay nghi
va ban thoi gian khi phai di hoc. Hurrah! Giai
phap cua toi day roi.

Toi dinh néi véi hai dia kia nhung Tony cui
di t6i di lui di qua di lai, gid vo la can tha gi do
trong bép.

Ro6 rang la lao anh t6i mudn & gan Lucy. Toéi
quuét dinh khéng noi gi vé mau quang cdo nay
cho chung no khi lao co & do, vi lao biét bo me
da noi thé nao vé coéng viec lam mau — rang la
tdi tham chi khong duoc nghi dén né cho dén

khi hoc xong trung hoc.
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Toi mudn ndéi véi [z va Lucy chét di duoc ay,
dée xem bon né nghi gi, nhung Tone van nhat
dinh khong chiu di. Lao anh cit loanh quanh héi
bon t6i c6 mudn udng thém ca phé khong, cod
an banh mi nuéng khong, an nay an kia khong.
[z va téi ci phai lubn mém khéng, cam on,
khoéng, cam on. Lucy thi nguoc lai, cu xitr nhu
the khong cé su ton tai cia lao & day.

Cudi cung thi Tony cting chiu hét ndi, lao dén

ngay truéc mat Lucy va nhe rang cudi.
“Moi em mot nu hon nhé?” lao hoi.

Gi¢ thi ngay dén Lucy cing khong chiu dung

thém duoc ntta va né pha ra cudi.
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Nhat ky cua Nesta

VBO® (MJt ngay vui buon lan Ién)

Tham hoa khung khiep tiep sau mét
khdi dau tot dep. Téi kham pha ra
rang minh chang c6 co héi tim dugc

viec lam. RV

Roi toi tim thay anh sang cuoi duong
ham!!! ©O®

Roi toi nhan ra minh dang nhg Simon
nén nhan tin cho anh ay:

Kiu e voi :-[[[ (cttu em vdi, em buon)
Anh ay nhan lai 1a Wan2CU
The 1a téi nhan :-D)) (Em rat vui)

Roi anh ay nhan Ia :-)~ (Anh dang
chay nuoc dai)

T6i nhan (0-0) (Em bi soc day)

Anh éy nhan (((H))) (6m em that chat)
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The Ia téi nhan <3 (trai tim tinh yéu)

Téi biet no khong phai 1a tho chinh hiéu,
nhung day dang la the ky 21 co ma.

Bita sang stc manh cla téi that xuat
sac. Iz da hat trudc mat chung toi va
that su 1a rat tuyét voi. N6 co dieu gi
do that dac biét. No va Lucy la nhing
ngudi ban tot nhat.

Roi téi thay mét mau quang cao cua
m¢t hang ngudi mau. Moi ngudi déu
bao trong téi nhu ngudi mau, the nén
toi dinh mai sé goi diéen hoi tham.
Hurrah! Hurrah! ©0©

Roi téi sé som dugc mac do Gucci va
kiem that nhieu that nhieu tiennnnnnn!
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Chuong 7

“Irustatarian

Dieu dau tién téi lam vao sang hom sau la
nhac dién thoai va goi dén trung tam theo so
ghi trén bao.

“Trung tAm ngudi mau Morgan Elliot nghe,”
giong noi & dau day bén kia vang léen.

“Good morgan, a, v em la good morning,”
tdi nodi bang giong chuyén nghiép. “Em doc
thay quang céo vé cong viéc ngudi mau, va em
muon biét tiép theo phai lam ai a?”

“Em bao nhiéu tudi r6i?”

Toi bat chéo ngon tay. “Mudi sau a,” toi noi

doi.
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“A, dau tiéen em phai dén day dé bon chi
xem la em c6 kha nang hay khoéng, néu duoc
thi em sé dang ky. Lé phi la sau muoi bang, roi
em sé& phai nop thém hai tram bang lam ho so
va chup anh dé bon chi gtii cho khach hang,
bon chi muén lam cho em trong dep nhat co
thé duoc. Em cé the sap xép thoi gian dén gap
ong Elliot khéng?”

Hai tram sau muoi bang? T6i nham nham.
Dao dau ra s6 tien do bay gio? Toi chi con
c6 ba muoi bang tiét kiem thoi. Muon dau do
chang.

“O, em s& suy nghi,” t6i néi. “Em c6 nhan
duoc vai dé nghi nén muén suy nghi ki mot
chut.”

“Dé nghi nao co?” Tony hdi tit phong khach.

“O, khong co ai,” t6i ndi va gac dién thoai
va hy vong rang Tony chua nghe thay tat ca
nhttng diéu toi vira t6i. “Chi la chiéu nay lai di
cudi ngua nita, co thé... cé lé... d6 la mot trong

nhting lua chon ctia em.”
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“Voi trustafarian ay ha?”

“Ha? Céi gi co?”

“Trustafarian. Nhimng dua tré duoc bé me dau
tu that luc tien ctia va ky vong cho dén khi
ching duoc hai mét tudi hay sao ds.”

“A, U, v&i ho day.”

“Lai xuong Hyde Park a?”

“Vang,” téi noéi roi ra ngdi phich trén ghé
sofa cung véi lao xem lai Ma tran lan thu ba.

“Anh di vai, duoc khong?” lao noi va tat tivi.
“Chang c6 viéc gi lam c3, chan qua. Bon ban
thi di West End hét ca ré6i nhung minh thi...
dang bi khiing hoang vé tai chinh... Anh khéng
co dau tu dé di choi cung. Mot ngav di choi vai

[l ngua nghe chimg cting vui day.”

Simon vui khi nghe bdo Tony ciing dén cung.
Khi bon t6i dén Kensington, anh ay goi dién
thoai bdo sé gap bon t6i & coéng vién vi anh ay
dang phai day cho mot thang nhoc & do.

Toi thay ngay Simon dang ding doi & cong
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Alexandra Gate cuing véi ba con ngua. Toi thay
vui vui, vi chiing t6i da gan gti nhau hon. Cu
moi lan sau gap lai t6i lai cang thay anh ay dep
trai hon, hém nay thi anh choi quan Jeans va
ao khoac Barbour.

“Chao,” anh ay tién téi va bat tay Tony. “Cau
la anh ctia Nesta?”

Tony cudi, gat dau, va chi vao la ngua. “Moéot
trong dam nay danh cho t& chit?”

“Tat nhien rdi,” Simon noi. “Nesta bdo cau
cing chua timg cudi ngua bao giod nhung t&
nghi cau chac cing sé thich cho ma xem. Day,
doi nhiing céai nay vao.”

Trong lic anh ay dua mua cudi ngua cho bon
tdi thi cong chua Portobello dén. WC van mang
cai vé chua loét thudng truc ctia né va chuan bi
cudi ngua di. Nhung bong no tréong thay Tony.
Toi thay no noi dieu gi do vai Tanya, roi ¢d hai
dira n6 cung quay lai, cudi ngua vé phia toi va
xudng ngua.

N6 cdi mu cudi ngua, thao day budc toc va
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luc lac cai dau cho mai toc vang x6a tung ra va
nhin Tony tan tinh. “Khéng nén dé téc lic nao
cting budc chat lai, sé khong co loi cho téc,” né

cudi véi Tony ré tuoi.

Chét cuoi, cai canh bon con gai hanh xu
ngoc nghéch truoe Tony téi da chung kién ca
trieu lan rdi ay.

Tony lta tay vao toc va hat dau mot cai nhu
trong quang céo dau goi. “Oooooh. Anh hiéu v
em...” lao nhe rang cudi lai va cho né céai nhin
quyén ra chét ngudi ctia minh.

N6 cudi khit khit. Woah, Neddie than mén oi,
td61 nghi bung, khong vui dén vay dau.

“Cressida, Tanya, day la Tony, anh trai ctia
Nesta,” Simon gidi thiéu.

Nhu thuong 1é, khi Tony duoc gidi thiéu la
anh trai t6i thi hai dia kia c6 vé kho hiéu.

“Cung cha khac me,” 161 lai phai lap lai nhiing
l6i néi dén mon cd moém vé lai lich gia dinh dé
giai thich cho céi su khéac biét mau da ctia bon

-~

161.
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“Oh, vah,” Cressida noi, vira néi vira s& téc,
roi quan toc, roi vudt toc, nhung mat khong roi
khoi Tony. “Bé me em cung ly di.”

“Théat ra thi me anh &y d& maét,” t6i noi thang
toet. Lam sao n6é dam bao la rang ho da ly di
nhau chu?

Thay vi té ra nguong ngung thi con WC day
khoéac ludn tay Tony va noi. “Oi khd than anh,”
no gu gu tha thi. “Vay anh sé can duoc cham
soc.”

“Yeah,” Tony thi khoai cai canh nay lam.
“Vay, Cress nay, em sé chi anh cudi ngua nhé.”

Cress (!11?) cuoi khuce khich.

“Day la lan dau tién ctia cau ay,” Simon noi.
“Nén dé cau ay cusi Heddie.”

“U, dav la 1an dau ctia anh,” Tony thi tham
ril quyén va nhin Cressida day an y. “Mong la
em sé nhe nhang véi anh.”

No lai cuoi khit khit, réi quay sang Simon.
“Anh Simon, dimg dé anh &y cusi Heddie, dé
anh ay cudi Prince ay. Em hua sé quan tam

dén anh ay.”
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“A, anh dinh 1an nay dé Nesta cusi Prince,
nhung...”

“Khéng sao, khéong sao dau,” téi noi. “Em
khong ngai gi Heddie dau. It nhat thi bon em
cing da xong man lam quen réi.”

Khi Tanya dat con ngua xam qua chd Tony,
Cressida nhin qua t6i, va lan dau tién, giao tiép
véi t6i bang mat.

Kiéu nhu 1a hey, chao, cau day a.

Nhung réi no lai lay lai ngay cai vé “mui ai
ma thoi thé” khi trong thay nhing tha t6i dang
mac. “Quan cudi ngua mau kem!” né lai khit
mui 16 vé. “Nesta yvéu quy, khéong ai lai mac
quan cudi ngua mau kem c¢3d.”

May cho no la Tony khong nghe thay vi dang
ban noi chuyén véi Tanva. Tony c6 thée 1a mot
tay tan gai, nhung van la éng anh lén ctia to6i va
sé khong dé bat cuir ai bat nat t6i hay dam len
mat to veé voi toi.

“O, Cress yéeu quy, c6 té mac day ma,” toi
noi va vudt vudt cai quan. “Cau khong dinh phai

la cai dinh & day day chua?”
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“O khéng, ban yéu quy, cau maéi la nguoi
phai dua c6t ma nghe,” Cressida néi. “Nhiing
nai ngua thuc thu phai mac quan mau téi day
ban a.”

Toi nghiéng ngudi téi trude dé chi cé minh
no nghe duoc. “That ra thi, Cressida a, hau hét
moi ngudi mac dd mau téi dé nguy trang cho
cai dui to ctia ho ma thoi. Khéong c6 nhieu ngudi
c6d thé mac mau kem duoc dau, phai rat thon
tha, cha khong thi kinh lam.”

N6 tuc t6i mat dé bung bung. Toi biét minh
ban tring héng tam rdéi. N6 cé thé co toc dep
mat dep (néu tuoi tan len mot ti), dang ciing
c6 thé goi la thanh thanh, nhung ngudi clia
no la dang ngudi hinh qua 1&, méng va dui
hoi to.

Toi di t6i nhap bon véi may ngudi kia. Toi de
¥ thay Cressida chang l1éo nhéo gi vé viec Tony
khong mac dung bd cd, mién danh cho no chut

chu ¢ thi lao mac gi cing duoc. Tony dang co
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géng tréo lén ngua, ciing loay hoay chang khac
td61 hom trude la may.

Cressida voi vang dén tro giup ngay.

“Dat tay lén vai em nay,” né dam bo dén
bén canh lao va néi. “Dat chan len ban dap, roi

nhac ngudi qua.”

Tony ct thé ma tan hudng su an can ay nhu
the d6 la diéu hien nhién. Dau tién lao xoay
x& dat chan léen ban dap nén phai dua vao
Cressida. Khong gidng nhu lan dau tién cta toi
thi n6 cudi nhao, lan nay né tr t€ ma an can
hiéu biét thé khong biét.

May cho Tony, Prince la mét chit ngua kha
kién nhan va co vé ciang khong théem chap khi
Tony ¢o leo lén yén nhung cu lai nga vao vong
tay cho doi ctia Cressida. Hah, t6i cudi tham.
Phai chi né biét lao la nguoi thé nao. Tony la
modt trong s6 it di nhitng anh chang co thé lia
bon con gai dinh ninh rang minh la ngudi duy
nhat, minh la ngudi dac biét. Téi thay nhiéu
rdi. Ldo anh t6i trong co thé 1a dep trai hao

hoa, van van va may may, nhung toi biét tdng
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trong tinh yéu lao la mét con chudt khéng hon
khoéong kém.

Simon giup t6i léen con Heddie, va khi da san
sang thi bon t6i cung cho ngua chay nuéc kiéu.
Cressida liéc nhin t6i bang anh mat rat la de
tién khi né phong vuot qua t6i nén téi nhe rang
cudi lai nd, va quay nguoc chiéc ma cudi ngua
ra dang sau nhu kiéu mot s& ngudi doi mii bong
chay van lam.

“Nay, anh phdi mac d6 cho dung kieu thi
mai co thé trd thanh mot tay nai ngua thuc thu
duoc,” t6i gao len vsi Tony dang & dang sau.
[L&do gio ngdn tay cai len voi toi va cling xoay
nguoc mu ra sau.

Simon cudi to va cing lam y nhu thé.

Cressida quay lai va chuan bi sung sia trudc
nhiing gi t6i da lam. Rbi no thay ma ctia Tony
va Simon, né c6 gang chuyén nét nhan nhoé
thanh mét nu cudi, dam ra trong chdng khac

nao con khi.

“Hay khong, Cress?” Tony goi.
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“O, vang,” no6 trd 1oi. Nhung né khong the

cliing quay nguoc mu lai nhu bon 16i.

Nhat ky cua Nesta

Hom nay di cudi ngua that la thich.
T6i mac quan chén mau kem tréng
rat dep. WC nhu thuong Ig, van té vé
khinh bi. Sau do Simon giai thich Ia
nhing tay nai ngua that su chi mac
quan chén mau toi 1a béi vi ho phai co
ria chuong ngua sau khi cudi ngua ve.
Chep. Toi khéng the tudng tugng den
viec co mot con ngua cua rieng minh
the nao ca. Han la rat tuyét voi.

Co Tony di cung hom nay cung hay.
WC phai co gang té ra de chiu voi

toi vi co anh toi & day. A. it nhat thi
nhing luc coé lao & bén canh. Can phai
tan dung diéu nay va kéo lao di cung
nhiéu hon. Vu xoay ngugc ma cang
khien bon téi vui ra phet, nhung tat
nhién WC van thieu hai hudc nhu moi
khi nén khong to ve gi Ia vui vé ca.
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Goi den trung tam nguoi mau. Ho doi
hai tram sau muoi bang tien dang ky,
lam ho so va chup anh. Téi dang ng-
hiém tac xem xét den viéc téi co the
giau kéch xu va tau riéng cho minh
mot chuéng ngua.

Téi dang dan nam bat dugc nhing thi
thuat trong cudi ngua. Phai binh tinh.
Phai diu dang. Va thoai mai. Truoc khi
biet bo dung co lo hoc chay. Ha ha,
Hém nay téi cing da on hon vdi Hed-
die. T6i khong cam thay qua sg hai

va toi nghi bon téi da co nhing cam
nhan qua lai vé nhau, cdm nhan gio Ia
hai chiéu.

Toi khéng nghi c6 mét mieng da &
trong mom va bi ngudi ta cu the ma
giat 1a mét dieu hay ho. Chang trach
ma no khong lam theo nhitng gi toi
muon hoém dau tién, khi né muon an
céd ma téi clr co gidt né lén. Chac han
la dau lam. Bay gio téi quyet dinh

L phai that diu dang va sé chi dung nhe
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khi téi muon di thay vi thac vao bung
no. The duong nhu dugc viée hon that.
To6i nghi no biet téi dang co gang than
thién voi no hon. Do cing la mét Ié
thuong, neu minh doi xt tot, vdi ngudi,
hay voi vat, thi ho cang sé dap tra
mot cach than thién (tra WC).

C6 the, neu khong trd thanh dien vién,
téi sé la ngudi Anh thi tham voi ngua.
Nhung cang cé the khéng, vi viéc nay
cing c6 nghia la phai co chuong, ma
téi thi nghe da khéng thay mé roi.
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Chuong 8

Dira an ki, quén'
n]ﬂmq bo dut"mq

Poi khi nhitng ngay 1é duong nhu dai vo tan,
téi nghi khi loanh quanh trong can ho vang tanh
ctia minh buéi sang hém sau. Ca thé giéi nay
co vé déu ban ron, trir t6i.

Simon thi di an trua véi bo & mot khach san
sang trong nao do tén la Connaught. Hai bo

con ho sé noéi chuyén vé tuong lai cia anh ay.

[zzie thi di tap voi Phéat tr Ben va ban King
Noz. N6 da quyét dinh ttr hom bita sang quan

trong rang noé sé chién dau, a, hat tai dém dién

**‘5'(’);_ *7[-.,‘_?_ 733 *;‘Xﬁ”*



t&i. Do that su la moét quyét dinh lon véi no vi
né chua timg bao gid chiu cho ai xem bai hat
ctia minh chu dimg néi dén viéc bieu dién trudce
ca dam dong. N6 qua that rat dang cam.

Lucy thi cit up up mé mdé bao la dang lam
mot “cong trinh may va”.

Tony thi dén Hampstead Heath véi mot co
nang khac nita. Dao nay lao thay bo con hon
an keo, mdi tuan mot ¢d. Méi lan cod dién thoai
dén la v nhu rang dau day bén kia la giong nit,
va mudn gap anh Tony véu quy. Lao noi do
la cach duy nhat giup lao quén duoc Lucy. Toi
biét tdng la lao noi thé dé toi ndi lai véi Lucy va
lam né ghen, nhung té6i khéng néi. Lucy dang
c6d vé rat én thda chang lam sao cd véi viéc
khong co6 Tony, khong nhu mot co sd6 cac cod
nang khac ma t6i co thé ké tén. Khi chiing t6i
di cudi ngua — Cressida dién cudng vay lay Tony
va ra stic dé lai nhiing dau hieu nhu thé hién tai
no khong co ban trai nao va ranh rdi ¢a tuan.

Nhung Tony nha téi rat cao co, khong them

**‘5‘-');_*7[..,5*; 734 Nk K* Lk



mo mom moi néd di dau cd. Vi ca lao cing noi
thich Tanya hon.

Me lai dang lam ca sang. Me van chua duoc
biét hop déng c6 duoc ky tiép hay khong va da
danh rat nhiéu thoi gian may ngay nay luét bao
tim mot cong viec khac.

B6 thi dén tha Sau mai tr Manchester veé.
Co le luc bo ve dén nha thi toi ciing da ngt lan
quay roi. Toi seé dé cho bé mot tin nhan chao
mumng bd vé nha.

Va t6i? Khéong ban biu gi ca. Téi ti phu thoi
gian.

To6i cam may to bao mua hom trude va dinh
vt vao thung rac. Toéi cé nén goi lai cho trung
tam nguoi mau khong? Hay cit xudng dé xem
tinh hinh thé nao? Téi c6 nén theo khong?

Nén? Hay la khong nén?
Toi nhac dién thoai 1éen va bam so.

“Té sang duoc khong?” t6i hdi khi Lucy bat

may. “Té biet cau dang may va, nhung té hia
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t& chi ngdi trong goc, im thin thit. Tham chi cau
sé khong biét t¢ & day.”
“Chéac chan roéi,” Lucy ndéi. “Ma, t& cod bat

ngd cho cau day.”

San phong ngtl ctia Lucy ngap day da loai
vai voc.

“Can than day,” né néi vong ra ti ban, chd
dat cai may may cia me né. “Dung lén trén
tham ay.”

“Céau dang lam gi vay?” téi wita hdi vita nhén
chan rén rén mod mam gitta nhimg manh dang
ten, vai lua, vai crepe dé dén chd cai giuong.

“Té dang thir nghiém,” va né chi vao moét to
bao trén giuong, “Xem thtt di, & may trang sau
ay. To chéom no trong sé bao ciia cau hom Chu
nhat. Xem trang thoi trang ay. C6 moét nha tao
mau tén la Elspeth Gibson d6, thay chua? Doc
xem no noéi gi vée cd ay.”

Toi lat déen trang né ndéi va ludt xem nhing
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cai tén cac nha thiét ké: Ben de Lisi, Ronit
Zilkha, Ghost, va & cudi cung la Elspeth Gibson.
“Wow, Lucy. That la goi cdm day nhé,” toi
noi khi xem nhing mau thiét ké do.
“U, nhung doc xem ngudi ta néi gi vé Elspeth

Gibson ay,” Lucy nhac lai.

“Quan chén di cling véi chiéc do blouse manh
mai mang phong cach Edwardian cting chiéc do

khoac vai the nhe nhang goi cam...”

“Chinh xac,” Lucy xen vao va chi xuéng dudi
chan. “Bon minh c6 day dd nguvéen lieu day
nhé. N6 bdo dé la mot su két hop giit c6 xua
va hién dai. Giong nhu vai tuyt véi lua organza,
mot it dang ten trén tdm vai the, chat nhung
véi cotton lanh.”

“Cau that su quan tam dén tat cd nhiing thu
nay phai khong?” t6i héi. No trong that s6i noi,
that say mé.

Lucy gat dau. “Té da tim thay dung moén cuia

t& réi. T thich tao ra quan do. Va xem nhiing
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mau thiét ké & trén bao, t& nghi do chinh xac
[a dieu t& mudn lam. Két hop tron lan gitta ci
va mdi. Nhitng bd quan 4o mang hoi huéng
c6 dien. Dac biet 1a ti khi Julia Roberts mac
chiéc vay xua xua ctiia Valentino dén lé trao
giadi Oscar.” N6 chi vao t quan ao. “Nhin & d6
xem, Nesta, & dudi gam ay.”

Toéi lam theo nhu né bdo, ¢d ging can than
hét sic dé khong ddm lén nhing manh mau
nam day trén san. Toi dén chd t quan ao va
[6i ra mot cai tui to. Trong do day nhitng manh
vai va quan ao cu.

“Té dang tim gi day?” t6i hdi trong khi luc
loi trong tui.

“Co6 mot cai do khoac & dau day ben dudi av.
D6 la tai d6 cii ctia ba ngoai t6.”

“Ah,” t6i noi, “kho bau tim thay.”

Toi biet ve cai tui nay roi. Hoi hoc ky trudce
Lucy da tim thay & dudi gam cau thang, chod
me noé cat giau hang bao nhiéu nam troi cung

rat nhiéu tha linh tinh khac. Trong day day
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nhimg quan &o tu nhitng nam nam muoi sau
muoi. Lucy diung nhitng chat liéu vai ca nay cho
nhimg thiét ké ban dau ctia no, trong do hai
chiéc ao tuyéet dep cho t6i va lzzie.

“Dudi dav ay,” Lucy nhéac lai trong luc toi
khua khoang.

Cudi cung thi t6i ciing da d6 hét quan 4o ra
san, thém vao m& hén dé6n da san & trén san.

“Do,” Lucy chi vao mot cai khoac.

To6i nhat né 1éen, “OhmyGod.”

“Thit di xem nao,” Lucy néi.

D6 la chiéc 4o khoac cudi ngua dep nhat trén
doi.

“Té biet ma,” Lucy nhan rang cuoi. “Hoém
bon minh dén clrta hang d6 cudi ngua hém
trudc dy. TS chdc mam la da nhin thdy mot
cai 4o khoac giong thé & dau roi, nhung khéng
dam noi vi nhé khoéng co thi cau lai mung hut.”

Mac 4o bén trong cho thay ao hiéu Harris
Tweed, mau nau diém it hoa tiét nho nhd mau

kem. Cai 4o nay con dep hon tat cd nhing cai
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ma bon t6i da trong thay trong clta hang nita.
Toi mac thir. Vira in, dudng cat rat dep, 6m
gon lay eo.

“Tay hoi bi ngan,” Lucy ding lén va nham
nham thir, “nhung t& c6 thé thd né dai ra mot
chat.”

“Lucy. T¢ thich né 1&m ¢. Té c6 thé mac né
sao? That 477

“U, tat nhien, no la ctia cau,” Lucy néi. “Chua
hét dau,” no dua cho t6i cd mot chiéce ao blouse
voan mau kem bong bénh c6 diém dang ten
truéc nguc.

“Thit ca cai nay vao,” n6 néi. “Té stra tur cai
vay hom truoc mua & Portobello ay.”

“Nhung cau mua né cho cau ma,” téi noi.
“Vi chat vai.”

“Oi, con nhiéu vai ldm, cau khong phai lo,”
Lucy noi. “Véi cd modt nha thiét ké gidi cing
phdi c6 ngudi mau mang sdn pham cta ho ra
v4i cdng chung chi. Cau cé thé lam ma-no-

canh song cia té¢. Nao, thir di.”
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Toi thay 4o, mac thr chiéc blouse, rdi ca
chiéc khoac.

“Mac may ao nay véi cai quan chén mau kem
clia cau, bao dam trong v nhu budc ra tir Vogue
luébn.”

To6i nhin minh trong guong. N6 néi diung. Bo
canh nay trong nhu trong moét bd suu tap thoi
trang vay.

“Va néu té muon doi bot cao dén dau goi ctia
me nita thi trong hay tuyét nhi,” t6i néi. “Lucy,
cau that la mot nguoi ban tot.

Lucy dd mat. “Khoéng co gi, khéong co agi,” nd
noi. “Gid thi ha tay xuéng chut.”

Sau khi Lucy lam viéc xong, t6i méat xa va lam
mong cho né nhu moét loi cdm on. Téi lam ding
bai ban ludn. Toéi lay mot céi to trong bép, dd
nudc nong vao. Rai bon t6i lay it bot tam mui hoa
moc lan ma Lucy duoc tang hoi Giang sinh cho
né ngam chan. Téi mat xa chan tay cho né véi
sita duéng mui vanilla truéce khi son méng cho né

bang mau xanh nhat ma gan day no dang nghién.
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Pén khodng sau gi® thi Izzie cting tir budi tap
tré vé. Me Lucy néi tat cd bon téi c6 the & lai
an t6i néu khéng phién viéc ngdi bét ma an
ngay trudc tivi.

“Vi ngdi ca trén ban thi chat lam,” c6 ay noi.

Me Lucy rat hien hau, luén co dang vé thu
thai va dé tinh.

Toi thich & nha nd, moi ngudi déu cho toi
cam giac minh nhu mét thanh vién ctia gia dinh
ke tir khi t6i vira dén London nay. Tuy nhién
bdo la dén day an thi té6i cang khong phai la
hao hung lam. Nha Lovering an nhiéu thu rat
ky quac. Pén ca Lucy ciing cong nhan nhu thé.
B& no lam chit mét clra hang ban thuc pham tét
cho stic khde va ban nhiing tha do lam Izzie mé
man, nhung 16i thi chua tiing nghe qua bao gio.

Sau khodng ntta tiéng, me Lucy mang nhing

dia thic an dén cho bon toi.
“Mmm, nghe ngon qua cb a,” Izzie noi.

“Gi ddy a?” toi hoi.
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“Quinoa, rau ludc véi nudc tuong,” cod
Lovering noi. “Va dé cho ngon hon thi c6 c6
cho thém médt it nori.”

Lucy va t6i nhin nhau.

“Mmm, dung mén khoai khau clia chau,” noi
xong, t6i vai Lucy pha len cudi, nod ciung biét toi
chang ré quinoa hay nori la céi gi ca.

[zzie nhin lén troi. “Nori la mét loai tdo, con
quinoa thi giéng nhu hat gao. An vao la rét t6t
day.”

Toi xtiic mot thia day va dat vao mom, t6i thi
quan diém cai gi ciing thi tuét. Vi nhu la com
tron véi cd tuoi va chanh. “Yeah. Chac la ciing
duoc.”

“Yeah,” Lucy nhai xong bén déi giong dién
vien kich Shakespear. “Nhung 6i, sao ma toi
nay ta nh&, sao ma nhé mon trimg mon khoai

........... 2

chién va moéon ga qua thaiiiiiiiiiii.

“Budi tap thé nao?” t6i hodi Izzie sau khi bon
t6i an xong bita an ky la nhung co loi cho stic

khée. La ma Khée. La ma B dudng.
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“Mét phét,” no noi. “Nhung ma vui. Ho rat
hai long vi té sé hat. Dau tién t& cang thang cuc
ky, nhung sau dé bon t& cing vuot qua duoc,
va dén mot luc tu dung la théi nghi vé cai dau
gdi dang run lap cap cia minh.”

“Céau dinh sé mac gi?” Lucy hoi.

“Ah. Chua chac ntta. Té da nghi dén bo

nhung...”
“Sé dien & dau?” téi chen ngang.
“O Kentish Town.”

“Thé thi ding mac d6 nhung. D6 do lam cau
qua la ‘cdé nang tir té song & Hapmstead’,” toi
noi. “Cau can phai trong nguy hiém mot chut,
chénh vénh mot chut.”

“U, Ben cing noi v thé,” Izzie noi. “Ma bay
gi¢ anh ay ciung dang lam viéc cho anh ho &
Camden Lock, chi lam trong k¢ nghi thoi, de
kieém thém tién thué mét studio dé thu bang
demo. Anh ay bdo té nén xudng dé va xem xét

tinh hinh truée khi quyét dinh bat cu dieu gi.”
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“Néu Ben la mot Phat tir thi khong khéo anh
ay sé trang bi cho cau may cai ao lung thung
kieu phuong Doéng cting nén,” 16i ndi.

“Khong. Anh ay bdo cita hang nay rat tuyeét,
khong gidng nhu nhimmg gi anh ay da thay truéce
do.”

“Khi nao bon minh di?” Lucy noéi. “Tuan sau
a?”

“U,” lIzzie noi. “Tuyét. Va cac cau cing sé
dén budi dién luon nhé? Dén xem t& hat nhé?”

“Cau c6 cam bon té cung van di, yén tam,”
Lucy néi. “Nhung cau véi Ben ngoai may
chuyén hat ho ra thi sao rbi?”

[zzie cudi nhe rang. “Hi, tuyét. Anh ay rat
hay, va — a, anh ay bdo sé c6 cd may nguoi
& bén thu &m dén xem ban nhac. Bon t& can
cang nhiéu khan gid cang tét, dé cho cé vé nhu
ban ctia bon t¢ ciing c6 danh tiéng chut.”

“Té sé dan ca Simon va cac nang cong chua
theo,” t6i néi. “Da dén luc bon ho lén phia Bac

dong song.”
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Chuong 9

’Drada ‘Tl, ,DT‘Q]"U(]{CQ

Hoém nay t6i dén nha Simon.

“Nestal Cau trong that la tuyét,” Tanya noi
[tic ra m& cho t6i. “Céu tim duoc bd canh tuyét
voi nay & dau thée?”

“A, clia mot nha thiét k& nhd t& quen & Bac
London,” t6i ndi that tu nhién khi budc vao céi
hanh lang cam thach to kinh khting.

Lucy dung la nho, né chi cao c6 1m48.

Toi biét téi dep. Bao nhiéu thoi gian chuan
bi dé¢ cho Simon thay t6i that su co thé thé
nao néu téi mudn cha dua a. Anh ay méi chi

trong thay t6i trong bd dang thuong nhat. Lan
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nay, t6i da tam ria va dudng téc véi hoa cuc
La Ma cho n6 bong muot nhu to. Roi t6i son
mong tay bang son Chanel Rouge Noir ctia me.
Sau do6, toi quét it phan mat Mac va son moi
Bobbi Brown va cd mét chut phan héng nua.
Réi cudi cuing la bd canh dinh ctia dinh ctia nha
thiét ké Lucy Lovering — chiéc ao blouse va &o
khoac ctia Lucy, nhung t6i mac chung véi vay
chit khéong phai véi quan chén kem vi hdm nay
khong di cudi ngua. Vay nay la qua Giang sinh
clia bon t6i, mua & Morgan, chat vai mau déng
mot ma sang, hoi xoe vi cé xép nép modt chut,
dai wira cham dén dau g6i. Mac thé nay tréong
ciing dep khong kém di bd vsi quan chén. Va
dé them cho di bd thi t6i muon thém doéi cao

g6t Jimmy Choos hap dan ctia me.

“Udc ai té ciung di duoc giay nhu cau, nhung
chiu thoi.” Tanya néi, “Cau di lai trong dé dang
that day.”

“Chi can tap mot chut thai ma,” téi noi. Hah!

Phai chi no thay toi & ngoai goc dudong mai vai
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phut truse day thoi. Toi di doi Nikes gan dén
day roi méi thay doi cao got chét ngudi nay day
chu, t6i cing c6 di duoc nhiéu dau.

“Simon dang & trong thu vién ay,” Tanya noi.
“Vao di.”

“V&i cd Scarlet va soi day thimng chit?” t6i noi
dua khi budc vao noi xa hoa do, nhung Tanva
nghét hét cd mat ra.

“Cluedo,” t6i giai thich. “Cau chua bao gio
choi tro nay sao? Ai la thi pham ay? Giado su
Plum trong sanh véi con dao gam hay ba White
trong thu vién... ma, thoi, bo di.”

Toi c6 khong nhin ngd qua 1o liéu khi Tanya
mé& ctra thu vién. Trong bén buc tuong & day
co khéi tien ay chu dua, toi nghi tham khi budc
vao can phong thanh thoat d6. Nhitng tam réem
clta mau nga treo & clra s6 dai it nhat cting phai
muoi mét. Hai chiéc ghé sofa vai nhung mau
xanh xam dat déi dién nhau trudce cai 1o sudi
dep long lay nhat téi tung thay trong doi. Lo

sudi lam bang d4 cam thach trang, hai bén khéc
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hai tuong nguoi ban than, xung quanh quan quit
nhimg day nho. Tt san nha dén tran nha la
nhimg céai ké cao sting stng chat co man nao la
sach. Tham chi dén ca hoa bay trén dan piano
co lé ciing phdi ton cd mot gia tai nho nhd.
Hoa & day khong phai nhitng bong thuy tién
vang don gidn dau ma phai la lily, héong trang,
va hoa lan. Tuy nhién vé tham thi hoi yéu hon
mot chat, khi di téi chd ghé sofa t6i da thay, né
rat dep nhung phia ngoai mép thi hoi bi bac.

Simon hinh nhu dang ngt1 gat con Cressida thi
van chat chit trén dién thoai trong luc tay lat tap
chi xoan xoat. Bén canh né la cd mot chong tap
chi hao nhoang: Country Life, Vogue, Harpers
& Queen, Vanity Fair.

“Nesta dén roi,” Tanya théong bao.

Cressida van nhu thuong 1é, phaot 1o 161, xoay
ngudi vé phia 1o sudi va tiép tuc noi chuyén
dien thoai. Simon m& mat, tréng cd vé ngai
ngl, roi khudén mat cé vé tuoi len va ding day

don toi. “Anh dang nghi vé em. Trong em dep
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qua.” Réi anh av quay sang Tanva. “Khong
phai hai dira phai di dau a?”

“Vang, vang, ba-lé,” Tanya noéi. “Hai nguoi
& nha vui vé nhé. Cressida, di thoi khéong thi
mudn mat.”

Cressida lai liéc nhanh qua, nhung ngay lap
tirc phai sung ngoai lai nhin kj hon bd canh cta
td6i. N6 hoi nhuéng may lén, nhung khong noéi
gi ca.

Vai ngudi lam nhu thay viéc khen ngoi nquoi
khac la kho khan lam hay sao ay, t6i nghi bung,
va mot s6 nqudi thi lai vat va trong viéc nhan lay
loi khen ngoi. Téi thi t6i gidi & ca hai va quyét
dinh day la lic né duoc nhan mét bai hoc tir
chuyén gia.

“Hom nay trong cau théat xinh,” téi noi voi
Cressida luc no cam tui len. “Tui ciing dep that.”

Trude khi nd kip nhan ra ma ngan minh lai
thi da cuoi va noi. “Cam on. Cha Prada day.”

To6i cang khong kip ngan minh, budt mom.
“A, giéng nhu & trong sach ctia Jane Austen &y
ha?”
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“Sach nao co?” Cressida héi, vé nhu dang
mo mang & noi xa lam.

“Prada n’ Prejudice,” t6i tra loi.

Simon va Tanya pha léen cudi. “Hay lam,”
Tanva noi. “Hoc ky sau truong té clting hoc
Pride and Prejudie.”

Cressida khong cuoi. Téi dang chd xem 16ng
may né nhuéng lén hay nhiu xuéng. No kha
gidi trong viéc thé hién & 16ng may. Nhudng
bén trai lén cé nghia la “Ta la vo dich”. Nhuéng
bén phai lén la té su khinh bi. Ca hai cung lén
l[a dang quan tam dén dieu agi d6. Ca hai cung
xudéng hay kéo vao nhau la dé che bai.

“That ra thi, trudce khi hai cau di, t& mudn hoi
cac cau chuyén nay,” t6i noi.

Ca hai ding lai & cuia.

“Ban t& la Izzie sé hat & moét chuong trinh ca
nhac vao toi thir Sdu nay, khéng biét cac cau co
muon dén day cung véi t& khong.”

“A. OK,” Tanya noi. “Hinh nhu bon t& ciing
khoéng ban gi.”
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“Phai cau ay ciing & ctta hang ciung cau hom
truéc khong?” Cressida hoi. Aley-oop. May
nhudng lén.

“U. Con bé téc sam dy,” 16i nodi. “Giong néd
hay lam, noé sé hat cung véi mot ban tén la King
Noz kha néi tieng & Bac London.”

“Anh sé di,” Simon noi.

“Thé chinh xac thi né dién & dau?” giong
Cressida nhéo ra.

“Dau dd6 & Kentish Town. Té sé bao dia chi
chinh xéac sau.”

“Kentish Town? La & dau?” Cressida héi. Miii
lai bi thoi va cd hai bén long may cung nhiu
xudng.

D6 con bo hom hinh, t6i nghi bung. Téi dinh
bdo no la ngoai viing Tay London van c6 nguoi
song day, nhung sau t6i nho [zzie mudn co cang
nhiéu nguoi dén cang t6t dé gay an tuong véi
nhiing ngudi san tim tai nang.

Rai t6i chot nghi ra. Tao biét cach du may di.
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“Ca nhom bon té sé dén day,” t6i noi. “Lucy,
cac anh ctia no, va Tony.”

Cressida ngay lap tuc 16 r6 vé thich thu,
nhung t6i nhin sang Tanya. “T¢ biét anh ay
mudn gap lai cau.”

Tat nhién la Cressida tuéng toéi nédi no.

“Co 1é bon t¢ di duoc,” né ndéi. “Sao khong
chi? Biét dau cing vui.”

Sau khi bon no di, t6i dén ngdi véi Simon &
ghé sofa. Ngay cd khi gior da la mua xuan, trong
phong van dot 10 sudi va khong khi that dé chiu
lam t6i nghi ching t6i c6 thé ngdi dd cd budi
chieu. Day la lan dau tien t6i duoc & mot minh
v4i anh 4y ké tir khi gap nhau, véi lai t6i cting
khong ham ho chuyén di dao vong quanh trong
doi giay cia me. Trong thi dep day nhung ro
rang khong phai danh dé di bo.

“Minh ngdi day duoc khong?” t6i néi va dui
lai gan Simon.

Anh vong tay 6m toi. “U. Me di dau rdi ay.
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That ra thi anh mudn giéi thiéu em véi me
nhung me lai phai di véi doi nod 1é mat roi.”

“No 1&?”

“U. Me c6 cd mot doan ngudi theo cham
so6cC co.”

“Bac bi 6m a?”

Simon cudi. “Khéng. Me anh la mot nha thiét
ké noi that, cting kha ndi tiéng.” Anh 4y chi vao
nhimg bong hoa dep dé. “Nha anh cting la cho
trung bay nén me cé ca mét chuyén gia hoa
cd dén thuong xuyen dé ddm bdo cho né luén
hoan hdo. Mét chuyen gia dinh duéng dé bao
ddm me an udéng dung cach. Mot chuyén gia
vé moéng dé bdo ddm mong chan mong tay me
[ubn chuan. Mét tho lam téc... Rdi con cod tro
[y, bac si lieu phap, bac si phau thuat thAm mg,
nhan vién mat xa tri lieu... di kiéu ca.”

“Bon em citing c6 may nguoi dén nha thuong
xuyéen day,” t6i noi. “Béac dua stra, bac dua thu,

ngudi do rac...”
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Simon cudi, nhung téi budn nam phut vi me
toéi thi dang lo 1ang vé cong viéc va tién bac va
bdo chung toi phai tiét kiem, va toi thi dang
ngdi trong mot can hd cuc ky sang trong nhin
dau cting la tién. TAm ngudi dén chi dé phuc vu
cho mét ngudi! Me anh &4y han phai kiem duoc
cuc ky kha. Daoi that 1a budn cudi. Tai sao mot
sO nguoi lai qua chung giau trong khi moét so
khéc lai chang co ai cd? Téi phai hdi [zzie mai
duoc. Chac chan no sé c6 cau tra 1oi cho toi.

“Anh nghi chac me dang mat xa,” Simon noi
va lai 6m t6i, “thé nghia la me sé khong xuéng
day trong moét luc nta.”

“Kul,” t6i noi va cam lay tay kia cia anh ay.

Simon gd gb cac ngdn tay to6i va lam kieu
nhu la mat xa ban tay. Toi phat hién ra nam
tay cling c6 thé rat dé chiu néu nhu ding cach.
Tuyét ciing gan nhu la hon vay.

“That ra anh dinh hdi em diéu nay,” anh ay
noéi khi chung t6i ngung lai lay hoi sau mot dot

hon hit toi boi. “Ca nhém anh tuan sau sé di
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choi xa vai ngay. Di truot tuyét & Courchevel.
Nhé ra c6 sau ngudi nhung thang Marcus dot
ngot rat lui va anh nghi... khong biét... em cé

di cung bon anh duoc khéng?”

“Em thich lam...” nhung t6i lai chot nhé ra
day dang la luc phai tiét kiem. Nha toi khong
the nao dua theo nha anh ay duoc. Khéng con
gl nghi ngd vé diéu nay nita ca, dac biét la bay
gio khi t6i da tan mat thay noi anh ay soéng.
Nhiing loi néi khich 1é cta Izzie vang 1én trong
dau t6i, cho t6i them stic manh dé néi nhimng
diéu ma to6i biét minh phai noi.

No da noi la du gi thi anh ay cing thich cau.

Toi phai néi vai anh dy 1a téi khéng thé hai
xin me duoc. Khong chi la mot chuyén di choi
Xa ma con quan ao phai sam sta, rdi tién tieu
vat ntta. Khong cé nhing chuyén dé me da
cang thang 1&m rdi. Ngay ca bd ciing c6 vé cang
thdng, t6i nhan ra diéu dé khi néi chuyén dién
thoai voi bo. Ho mdéi la nhitng ngudi can duoc

nghi lé chi khong phai la toi.
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“Em c6 biét anh that su ham mo em khong?”
Simon hai ngay khi t6i dinh ha miéng giai thich.

“Sao co a?”

“Vé thai do clia em ay. Em khoéng dé cho
bat ky thu gi lam cho minh lung tung ca. D6
[& cai kieu thai d6 ma & truong ching ta duoc
khuyén khich nén c6. Ngay ca bd anh ciing noéi
nhu thé. Nhung con em thi em chang can phai
hoc. D¢ la dieu tu nhién da c6 trong em. Em la
mot trong nhitng ngudi chién thang trong cudc
song. Nhimg nguoi khéc tir bd ngay ca khi chua
bat dau nhung em thi khéng. Em that su tu tin.”

Uc.

Lam sao t6i noéi véi anh ay duoc gio? Toi nghi
bung. Dé lam tan v& do tudng clia anh &y rang
tdi la nguoi chi c6 mot viec duy nhat trén doi
la chién thang u? Bao vai anh ay la téi khéng
the dén Courchevel duoc vi nha ching t6i dang

khanh kiét u?

O, t6i khong nghi vay.
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Nhat ky cua Nesta

Mot ngay that thu vi.

Nha caa Simon duong nhu mét the
gidi khac. That Iong lay. That khéng
tuong.

Noi di vé sinh théi cang la mét kinh
nghiém nho doi vi thu gi trong cang
dep dé ca.

Xa phong mui go dan huong 6i mé li
cla Floris. May dieu hoa khéng khi thi
cua Czech and Speake.

Bon ria va voi nudc 1a nhing coéng
trinh nghe thuat.

Toi co gang ghi nho den ting chi tiet
dé danh cho sau nay khi téi noi tieng
va giau co.

Hang chéng hang chéng khan tréng.
Me Izzie ma lac vao day khéo lai nghi
minh da chet va dugc lén thién duong
(c6 ay cang rat mé man cac thé loai
khan tam mau tréng ma).
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Gap me cua Simon dugc mot lat. Bac
ay trong rat dai cac. Mai toc vang
khong mét sgi nao di lac. Bac ay
khoac trén minh tam khan san diéu
dang. Va duong nhu mo héi tuom ra
cing la nuoc hoa cua Phap vay.

Tuy nhién téi lai roi vao mét tinh the
kho xir tram trong. Téi noi toi sé di
Courchevel. Tony bao voi toi do la mot
khu nghi duéng trugt tuyet siéu sao,
§ truong ldo cang cé nhiéu anh chang
den do choi.

Dat loi mat.

Toi lai nghi vé viéc lién lac lai voi
trung tam ngudi mau. Nhung ngay ca
voi ho thi téi cang khong c6 du tién
nda. Vay day. Téi con 30 bang tiet
kiem. Toi sé choi x6 so. Thé cao.
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Chuong 10

C,qberdoq

“Cau dién roi,” Izzie noi khi vira gap toi & nga
tu. “Cau co biét co hoi thang giadi la bao nhiéu
khong? Mot trén hang trieu day.”

“Thi sao? Phai c6 nguoi thang chut. Tai sao
lai khong phai la t6?”

“Thé tai sao bon minh lai phai len tit tan day?”

“Dé tranh truong hop co ngudi tréong thay.
T& khong theé mao hiém, nhé gép me hay Tony
hay ai d6 & Highgate.”

“Réi Lucy c6 dén khong?”

Toi lAc dau. “Khong. Phai mudi sau tudi maéi
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duoc mua x6 s8. Néu co né di cung thi ngudi
ta sé nghi ng® t¢ chua dt tudi ngay.”

“Troi, cau nhat dinh muén choi tro nay day
ha? Nhung té cing phai néi trudce la t& hoan
toan khong tan thanh vu nay,” lzzie noéi. “Véi
ca hom nay t¢ da hua véi Lucy la dan no cung
déen Cyberdog.”

“Cyberdog?”

“La clra hang ma anh Ben dang lam viéc.
Ong chil [a anh ho ctia Ben. Anh &y noéi t& co
the muon mot mon gi do cho budi dién, ciing
la mot cach quang cao cho clta hang ay ma.”

“Hay nhi. Néu thdng gidi thi t& ¢6 thé mua
may mon & day. To vét sach tdi con ba muoi
bang, hy vong déi doi.”

“OK.,” n6 nghi ngo. “Nhung néu co thua sach
tii thi ctiing ding trach t& chua bao trude.”

“Té dang cam thay rat may man. Vai lai tir
vi bdo t& co thé cé 1oc tur trén troi roi xuéng

trong tuan nay.”
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Thé la n6é im ngay. Izzie kha mé tin.

“Doi khi trong cudc sdng minh cung phai
choi tro may rii mot chut. Ai dé sé thang cudc.
Néu cau khong tham gia thi khong thée la ngudi
do duoc.”

“Réi. Co6 thée. Sao cling duoc,” Iz néi.

Bon t6i di dén moét quay & tréen duong High
Road co6 dé bang X6 s6. Téi nhanh chéng liéc
t6i lui tren duong dé ddm bado la quanh day
khong cé ai toi biet nhu la co hiéu truéng Allen
hay lao anh Tony.

Toi thay minh nhu mot diép vien dang lam
nhiém vu. “Ct nhu James Bond ay nhi, diép
vien khong khong bay,” tdi noi.

“Khi chang con xu dinh tui thi cau sé giéng
diep vien Khong Khéong Khong hon,” Izzie cuoi.

“An toan réi,” t6i noi va day clra budc vao
trong quay.

Nao. Gi¢ thi chon cai nao day? Co dén tam
loai khac nhau.

To6i mudn thang bao nhiéu nhi? Mot ngan
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bang? Nam ngan bang? Hai muoi ngan? Hay
gidi doc dac mot tram ngan bang luén?

“Cau dinh moi loai mot cai?” Izzie nhin may
cai vé rdi hoi.

Toi lac dau. “Khong, t¢ doc thay ngudi ta bao
& vé s6 doc dac sé nam ngau nhién nén mua
nhiéu vé cling mot loai gidi thudng sé t6t hon.”

Toi quyét dinh loai to nhat.

Nang cao quan diém lén cht, t6i nghi bung,
hy vong lam t6i riing ca minh.

“Chac gidi it sé c6 nhieu co hoi hon,” Izzie
noi, lan nay thi khéong roi mat khoi keo socola
bay trong quay.

“Khong. T quyét dinh rdi,” t6i ndi. Khi rut
tai lay tién thi téi tia thiy moét mon ma chac
chin Izzie sé thich. “O, va mot thanh Green

and Black nta a.”

To6i dua cho Izzie thanh socola hitu co va
chung t6i ra ngdi ngoai bang ghé trén dudng
High Road, ngoai Budgens. Téi lay mot déng

XU.
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“Cau sé lam gi néu trung gidi?” Izzie hdi va
cho mét miéng socola vao mom.

Ah, man tuéng tuong ua thich cta t6i, toi
nghi bung. “Té sé td6 chic mot bita tiec véi tat
ca ban be... Mua quan 4o mdi... Mua xe...”

“Nhung cau da duoc lai xe dau.”

“U, nhung dé danh dén khi nao c6 thé ciing
duoc. Réi t& mua qua cho cau va Lucy va Tony
va me va bo. To véi cau véi Lucy sé di du lich.
Té se dan cac cau dén St Kitts & Caribbean qué
me t&. Cac cau sé thich mé cho xem: bai cat
nhu bot da tan ra va nhitng mau sac & do thi
mé ly — mau xanh ngoc, mau xanh bién... ruc
r& vo cung. Rbi dén Ravello & Italy la qué bd
t&, & cao trén bo bien Amalfi Coast. Amazing.
Réi t& mua mot can ho. Cho Lucy va t¢ di hoc

cudi ngua. Mua cho cau moét studio...”

[zzie cudi. “Nay, Nesta... néu tring thi ciing

chi c6 moét tram ngan thoi day...”

“Tiéen dé ra tien ma. Khong phai me cau hay

noi thé sao? Thé con cau thi sé lam gi?”
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“Di du lich. Goa, Los Angeles, Phuket. G
tiet kiem. Tap trung ban nhac va thu mot bang

demo. Nhiing thitr dai dé nhu thé.”

Toi bat dau cdo. “Nao, dé xem nao.”

Thé dau tien. Khéng co ai ca.

Thé tht hai, tim to6i bat dau dap ron len khi
trong thay con s6 100.000 bang hién ra. Roi
lai mot s6 100.000 bang nitra.

“OhmyGod...” t6i nin thd cao hét thé.

Mtmng hut. 6 bang, 10 bang, 25 bang.

Khoéng sao, van con ba thé nta.

Toi co thé thay lzzie dang can lusi dé khong
budt ra cau “Da bdo ma khong nghe,” khi toi
cao dén thé cudi cung.

Toi vay vay cai thé cudi trudc mat no. “Toé
trang roilll”

“That 4! Bao nhiéu?”

“Mo6t bang. Whoopee! Di nhan gidi nao.”

Sau khi nhan déng mét bang tir quay ban vé,

bon t6i di xa hon chut ntta xudng mot garage.

**‘5'(’);_ *7[..,‘_?_ 165 )\(;‘Xﬁ*#*



Ong ban vé tham chi chdng them liéc 1en nhin
té6i 1ay moét lan nén téi mua mudi vé. Thém
lan nita con rung minh vi hy vong lai chay doc
nguodi toi. Vui that day. Mdi khi cam trong tay
nhimg tam vé nay toi lai thay khodai khodi lam
sao, t6i tran tré hy vong. Nhimng kha nang. Cho
déen khi cao dén to cudi cung thi van con co hoi
cho t6i thdng cuoc, thay doi cude doi toi. Thay
dbi cd cude doi clia bd me.

Chung téi ngdi trén buc tudng gach ngoai
duong, t6i cao nam thé, Izzie cao nam thé. Lan
nay toi tring duoc hai bang. Khong sao, toi tu
nht, minh con dén muoi lam bang co ma.

“Thoi, di thoi,” Izzie néi. “Cau da mat dén
mot nra s tien cau co roi. Khong duoc dau. Co
the tir vi cia cau dung, va cau da co6 16¢ troi ban
la ba bang do. Di mua it chip chip bang phan
thudng ay rdi di gap Lucy théi.”

Khoéong doi nao té6i bd cudc bay gio. Chua
xong co ma, van con tha vi thé lam sao ma bd
duoc. Va t6i cing da mat hét tien dau, mai chi

mat mot ntra thoi ma.
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Va t6i cang da tring dén ba bang con gi.

Va nhd ma... nhd ma téi bd cudc, va tam vé
tiep theo lai la vé doc dac thi sao?

Toi khong thé ti bd bay gior duoc.

Nhung chd nao dang gitr tam vé doc dac cua
t6i? Quay bao? Hay clrta hang & goc dudng kia?

“Dén thit Buu dién.” t6i ham hé.

“Té dén cho Lucy day,” Izzie noi. “Cau co di
vai to khong?”

“Khong,” téi dap ngay. “Chi mudi phut nita
thoi ma. Sao cau khong & lai véi t67?”

“Bai vi day dung la trd vt tien qua clia so, t&
khong thé tiép tuc thdy cau lam nhu thé.”

Mat ca thu. Pung hong t6i dung lai bay gio.
To6i phai tiep tuc. Toi tham chi con khong thé
nghi dén viéc nging lai.

“Té sé gap cau & nha Lucy khi xong viéc,” t6i
noi. “Céc cau chuan bi &n mung nhé.”

“Roi, sao ciing duoc,” Izzie néi va di ra tram

xe bus. “Gap cau sau.”
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That tinh, t6i nghi tham khi moét minh di ve
phia High Road, con bé nay ding la chang co
mau phiéu luu gi ca.

Toi thay mot tdm bang khac dé la ¢ ban vé
x0 s& & bén ngoai buu dién. Chic chan dav la
chd ban vé doc dac. Taoi ¢ the cdm nhan thay
dieu do. Tai vira dinh vao thi chot trong thay co
giao Watkins, trong hang ngudi xép hang. Toi
vdi va quay nguoc tro ra.

Toi di ra xa hon mot chut va tim thay mot
clta hang ban thé cao ntrta. Téi mua bay to. Toi
quyét dinh mua mot it loai gidi thudng it tién
hon moét chat la hai ngan nam tram, biét dau
[zzie n6i dung, va minh sé c6 co hdi an hon.

Toi cho chung vao tui xach rdi lai di ve phia
buu dién.

To6i liec nhanh thay c6 Watkins da di roi, da
an toan. Toi chay lai xép hang va cam thay that
su phan khaéi. Chac chan vé déc dac nam & day.

Mot bac trung nién dung trudc t6i mua giay
viét, t6i trong thay bac ay da tinh tién xong roi

mai budece lén.
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Nhung bac ay bong quay lai, nhin dam thé
cao va bdo ¢d ban hang. “Téi mua ba vé.” Rbi
bac av trong thay téi. “Oi, xin 16i chau. Chau cu
mua trudc di, bac cing khong voi.”

Toi hoang mang. Quyét dinh thé nao day?
To6i co6 nén dé bac &y mua nhiing tam vé tiép
theo do, hay la t6i phai mua ching? Hay t6i ctr
cho cho bac ay mua trudc? Hay t6i cit nén chen
vao va lay nhing vé do? Nhé ma trong do co
tdm vé ddoc dic ma toi lai dé cho bac ay mua
mat thi sao? Aaghhhhhh!

“Khoéng a, bac cit mua trude di a.”

Bac ay mua xong toi lai tién léen trude.

“Ban cho em tAm vé moét tram nghin bang,”
t6i ndi va dat tien len quay.

Co6 ban hang mim cudi. “Dang may man ha?”
hoi roi co ay xé tam vé dua cho t6i.

“Vang,” to6i noi, nhung t6i khong con chac
vé no nita.

Ta6i leo len xe bus téi nha Lucy. Toi ngdi tit ra
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dang cudi xe va hi hui cao vé mua & buu dién.
Mét, hai, ba, bdn, nam, sau, bdy, tAm. Chang
c6 gi ca. Mot bang cing khong.

Réi t6i lay bay vé mua & bén quay bao ra.
Biét dau toi sé trung & gidi nhd hon? Cao,
cao. Mot, hai, ba, bon, nam, sau. Khong coé
ai hét.

Cam giac hy vong gi® da bi thay bang su that
vong. Va ca so hai nira. Toéi da tieu hét so tien
toi c6. Va t6i chang con lai gi ngoai nhitng ngay
nghi dai phia truéc.

Toi con moét vé. Toi dinh cao nhung roi ding
lai va lai cat no vao vi. Cho dén khi nao téi con
chua nhin dén no hay chua cao dén no, thi do
van coOn la mot co hoi. Biét dau no chinh la
tam vé toi tim thi sao. Toéi sé cao khi nao dén
nha Lucy.

Nhung mét cam giac chim nghim chan nan
da day len trong long t6i. Gio thi t6i nhan tuai
roi. Hét tien rdi. Dieu dé dau co trong ké hoach

cua toi?
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Khi t6i dén nha Lucy, né cam lay tam vé toi
dua va cao lop giay bac.

Rbi no nhin t6i budn ba. “Xin 16i Nesta. Cing
chang c6 gi cad.”

Toi thd dai. “Cac cau co6 nghi t& nén dén
trung tam cai nghién khong? Gio t¢ thanh con
nghién mat roi.”

[zzie cuoi. “Chua dau. Nhung té nghi thar duy
nhat dung ngay duoc cau nén dinh vao trong

tuong lai 1a mén khoai tay nghién thoi.”

Bo cua Lucy tha chung téi xudéng & Camden.
Chu ay ché chung t6i trén chiéc xe hippy, va
chung t6i di dén dau thi luon ludon ngudi ta nhin
dén do, ciing chang c6 gi dang ngac nhien. D6
& mot chiéc con bo Volkswagon ci va c6 mau
xanh ngoc sang va mot bong hoa tir dinh huong
to dung trén ngan dé hanh 1y. Nhung khi bon
toi dén Lock thi ¢ vé lai chdng ai budn chép
mat quan tam lay mot cai cd. Xu huéng thoi
trang hippie-dippie c6 vé da quay lai v&i quan

ong loe va 4o phong nhuém budc.
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“Ben nadi clra hang & gan dudi vom ctra dudng
vao khu cho trong,” Izzie néi va pham pham
dan duonag.

Ngoai san dong nghet ngudi la nguoi, khong
phai trong mdt bita tiéc phuc trang ddéng béng
thi cting la cuéc hop mat ciia thanh vién céac
bo lac khac nhau. C6 ngudi dau troc, ngqudi cdc
can, ngudi lap di, va nhing tay choi mé rock.
Va mat tron mat det di loanh quanh & vong
trong la nhing nhém nhé du khach tat ca déu
an van ao quan Benetton chinh té gon ghé.
Khoéng gian hon don nhing am thanh phéat
ra tu cac gian hang khac nhau, nao la nhac
techno, nhac Latin, garage, turbo, trance, hip-
hop, heavy metal, r6i nhac cia nhitng nam sau
muoi, bay muoi. Quay dau ctng la am thanh,
va ca mui vi nita.

Mui thom diéc mui cia tdi, gia vi va hanh phi
dap vao mui khi bon t6i dang tim duong xuyén

qua dam dong.

“Em gai xinh dep an mi di nao?” c6 gai Thai
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moi goi téi sau modt cai chdo to vi dai boc hoi
nghi ngut.

“Gia ndo em cling san sang trd dé &n mi,” toi
noi. “Nhung em khéng co6 tién.”

Chi gai Thai xiu mat xudng giay lat roi lai tiép
tuc moi goi dam dong nhimng dita con gai coc
can sau lung toi.

“Wow,” t6i ndi va kéo tay Lucy. “Nhin Kia,
& dang sau ay, mot doi thay ma gai dé tir cta
than chét kia.”

Lucy cudi khuce khich khi nhém teen an mac
kieu den thui cuc stic di ngang qua. Mat bon né
hoa trang trang toat, con mai toc thi mau den
co soc tia va trong ra ruoi nhu lau lam roi khéng
duoc gdi riaa.

“Té khong thé tuédng tuong duoc sé ¢co ai &
day,” t6i noi tham véi Lucy. “Nhimmg ngudi bon
minh nhin thay khong coc can thi lap di hay co
16 si — chang c6 gi méi mé ca.”

“Ben noi day la noi s6i ddng nhat & London

vao thoi diém nay day,” Izzie nai.
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“Con t& hy vong tim duoc vai v tuédng cho
cong viéc thiét ké cua t6,” Lucy noi. “Béo nodi
l& xu huéng ctia ndm nay la c6 dién va hién dai
két hop véi nhau. Té can kiém tra lai xem cé
ding khong.”

Mui thom quyén ra ctia ca-ra-men lai dap
vao mui toi khi bon t6i di qua quay ban hat dé
nuéng. Toi rén 1. “Té doéi qua, hu hu.”

[zzie nhuéng may. “Do 1a 16i ctia cau thoi.”

Toi le ludi sau lung noé va vdi va chay theo
nd vao moét hanh lang. Chang may chéc mui
thic an da bi lan at bdi mot mui manh hon ctia
huong den. Nhac nén am am tir mot 16i vao
dudi mai vom & mot goc sanh.

“Day roi,” Izzie ndi va chi vao tam bang
“Cyberdog”.

Khi chung téi buéc vao trong, nhac thi cit thé
nén am am va mat dat thi cit thé rung chuyén

theo nhac.

Cu nhu la busc vao tau vi tru khong bang

ay. Tuong gach thi duoc son mau bac, cam, va
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xanh ngoc. Nhiing chiéc ban bang kinh Perspex
ke sat tuong noi moi ngudi ngdi choi may tinh
iMac va nham nhi ca phé. Da kho rai trén san
tao cho noi nay mét vé siéu thuc.

[zzie bien mat di tim Ben, to6i va Lucy thi lang
thang sang mot noi tréong nhu la hang ban quan
ao.

Quan 4o treo trén gia trong nhu la duoc chom
ttr hau truong phim Chién tranh gitta cac vi sao.
Mot cai 4o duoc lam tir nhitng day Perspex do,
c6 nhing gon nhap nhdé nhin nhu la xuong
suon. Con nhiing ngudi ban hang thi trong nhu
sinh vat dot bién ngoai hanh tinh. Tat ca déeu
nhay mua dién cudng theo nhac.

Lucy va to6i dung tré mat ra nhin. Mot chi gai
trudc mat t6i cao dau nhan thin, chi con chua
mot cai dudi ngua hong da quang dang sau. Chi
ta mac tr dau dén chan tuyén moét mau vang
choe choée. Dudi chan thém mot doi legging
I6ng 14 to dung cting mau vang. Ngoai khuyén

tai ra thi chi ta con c6 dén mudi hai cai khoen,
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mot khoen bam xuyén qua mui va mot céi khac
Xau vao mom.

“T6 thay thuong cho anh chang nao hén chi
nay, to6i noi.

“Wow! Nhin nhiing céi nay xem,” Lucy noi
va kéo t6i di xem nhing gia do trang stc. Chu
yéu duoc lam tir nhua Prespex trong veo. Day
deo c6 va gang deo tay, trang tri bang cac thé
loai khoen, tan kim loai. “T¢ da thay loai nay
roi. N6 phat sang duoc trong béng t6i day.”

“Hay thé nhi, lai con doc nia chua,” toi noi.
“Cressida c6 thé bdo rang Notting Hill c6 moi
th, nhung lam sao bang duoc chd nay.”

“U, nhu kiéu cong chua thién ha gap Olive
Ovle ay,” Lucy noi khi mot chi ban hang mac
vay ngan ti mau den, tat soc budc qua trén mot
doi bot bude day cao dén goi dé cao su cao dén
ca mot tac.

“Mot moéi day,” Ben ndi. Anh ay da dén sau
lung bon t6i tir ic nao va dang chi dai bét. “O

day ai cting di n6 ca.”
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Ngay ca Ben cing phai nhuong b6d phong
cach & noi nay. Anh ay thay cap kinh John
Lennon quen thudc bang mot cai kinh bao ho
mau bac va mac mot modt cadi quan yém trang
véi doi ing khong gian ciing mau bac not.

“Iz dau anh?” Lucy hoi.

“Dang thay do.”

Ngay luc d6 thi Izzie xuat hién.

“Puocc khong a?” né hdi va bén lén nhin

Ben.

N6 trong that dang ngac nhién. Nhu wira 16t

Xac vay.

No dang mac mot chiéc 40 mau den khong
tay cd sau, nhung vay mai la ndi bat. No cang
han ra, trong nhu thé c6 ai d6 da nep gau vai
modt cai khung day kim loai vay. Nhu kiéu may
cai vay phong phéng hdi xua ay. Chan no di
mot doi legging 16ng la v nhu ctia chi ban hang
ban nay, khac moéi la mau xanh. Con trén tay la
modt ddi gang mau xanh ngoc, trén cd thi la mot

chudi hat cang xanh ngoc hat kim loai.
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“Trong cau cit nhu moét ca si nhac rock xuyén
hanh tinh ay,” t6i noi.

“Rat rock chick,” Lucy nhan xét.

“T6 nghi nén quet théem it phan mat mau
xanh dién,” lzzie néi. “Va thém may bim toc
mau xanh da troi nita, may cai trong nhu bén
rom trén dau ay. Cau nghi sao, Lucy?”

Mat Lucy sang ruc léen. “Theo t&, noi nay
that la hay ho. Sao cau lai phai trong nhu me
cau trong khi cé thé tréong nhu mot c6 nang
ngo ngdo ngoai hanh tinh? That dung la thien
duong Star Trek.”
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Nhat ky cua Nesta

Nhat ky yéu quy.

Hom nay la mot ngay té hai, minh da
choi x0 so va thua heét ca tiéen. Sau
day minh den Camden vdi hai dia va
thay hang triéu thir muon mua ma
khong the mua duogc. Tham chi con
khéng mua duge cad mét coc cappuc-
cino va minh cam thay that dau kho.
Ben da mua cho minh mét coc, va
minh rat vui vi Izzie khéng ké cho anh
ay biet minh 14 mét con nghién xo so
vo vong chet chim trong chu nghia vat
chat.

Minh nghi hom nay minh da hoc duoc
mg@t bai hoc nho doi. Neu khéng mat
hét ca tien thi minh da cé the co

mot khoang thoi gian that su vui ve 0
Camden roi. Minh c6 thé an my Thai,
hat dé nuong, tham chi c6 thé mua
dugc ca day deo co cong chua thién ha
dep nhu ¢ the gidi khac.

Minh da co géng khong de 16 ra nhung
that sy minh cam thay qua chan.
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Chuong 11

I
:

eu thu dv dong

Sanh bieu dién duoc bé tri sdp xép trong nhu
mot cai [éu clia huéng dao sinh. O mot dau
sanh c6 moét san khau van ép ré tién, nhimng bd
ban ghé nhua mop méo ké doc theo tudong, va
nhitng t&m man treo trén clra s6 thi tréng xo
xac nhéch nhac nhu hdi ndo hoéi nao dén giv
chang bao gi¢r duoc giat ca.

“Huy dong luc luong tot day,” Lucy néi sau
khi ngé nghiéng trong nhiing ngudi da tu tap
& day. Hom nay c6 ba ban biéu dién, va co vé
nhu la ai ctiing hoé hao ban be va gia dinh theo

ung hd ca.
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“Té sot rudt mudn xem ban mat Cressida khi
no trong thay noi nay,” t6i noi.

“Céau ding mong bon tré con hu héong thay
déi duoc trong mot sém mot chiéu,” Lucy néi.

Mot lat sau t6i trong thay Simon xuat hién &
clta sau voi nhitng nang cong chuiia Portobello.
Khuén mat ctia Cressida nhan nhim ding nhu
du liéu.

“O 6, WC day 16i,” Lucy noi. “Trong nhu
dudi mui co6 cat meéo ay.”

“Co gi la dau. Nao, dé t& gigi thieu chinh
thic cau véi moi nguoi.”

Cressida chua loét bao nhiéu thi Simon ngot
ngao bay nhiéu. Gidi thieu chao hdi xong cai la
anh ay hoi chung téi xem c6 ai mudén udng gi
khong va di sang quay giadi khat & bén canh. Toi
cing di v&i anh ay vi t6i can vao nha vé sinh.

Toi thoa lai son, réi vao phong vé sinh.
Khong lau sau t6i nghe thay tiéng clta mé va

tiéng budc chan vao.
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“Cai cho ai dau,” mot giong ndi cat len, toi
nhan ra giong nay. Do la Cressida. “Kinh tém,
& day lai con thoi hoang nita. Néu khong phai
Tony ciang sé dén day thi dimg cé hong t& dat
chan dén cho nay.”

“Vay cau thich anh ay, nghia la rét cudc ciing
da quéen duoc Simon rdéi ha?” Tanya hai.

Rat cham va rat khe, téi co chan len nho khi
bon né quyét dinh nhom dudi clra kiem tra. Toi
muon nghe xem bon nod ndi ai.

“A, vah. Mac du t¢ chdng tai nao hiéu duoc
vi sao anh ay lai di véi con ngua van do.”

“Ngua van nao & day?”

“Nesta do. Nira den ntta trdng chang la ngua

van thi la cai gi,” Cressida cudi khay.

Bén trong canh ctra, t6i ha héc mém vi siing

A’

sOt.

“Cau xau xa that day,” Tanya noi. “Cau ghen
vi cau ay xinh dep va Simon thich cau ay chu

khéng thich cau.”
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Noi cho no biét mat di, Tanya. Toi chi mudn
hét len rang “Trai dat nay day ché roi. Cut ve
nha ctia may di!” Nhung t6i van kim lai duoc.
T6i vAn mudn nghe xem bon né con ¢cé thé noi
gi duoc nta.

“RKhong dau. Anh ay khoéng thich no dau.
Anh &y chi muén ném ctia la dé thay d6i khong
khi thoi,” Cressida néi. “Anh ay qua tot doi véi
no. Cang ¢o6 1é la anh ay mudn choc tic bd me
cau, bang cach hen ho véi mot dia con gai lai &
tang lop trung luu. Anh &y chi la dang néi loan.
D6 la nhat thoi ma thoi.”

Agaghhh. To6i chi muén hét léen nhu thé.
Agghhhhhhh.

Tanya im lang mot lat. “Cau biét agi khong,
Cressida? Nhiéu luc cau that khén nan.”

“Cau noéi nhu thé diéu do xau ldm vay,”

Cressida cuoi.
Toi nghe co tiéng ngudi mé cia, rdoi dong

sam lai. Chac la Tanya.
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Roi toi nghe co tiéng sot soat va tiéng xit xit,
roi ngui thay mui va-ni. Roi t6i lai nghe tiéng
ma& clita va déng cira. Roéi thi hoan toan im ang.

Toi chd thém giay lat ntra trude khi ha chan
xudng san. Toi c6 cdm giac nhu vira cé ké cam
gay thui ngay vao bung minh, va t6i phai nga
ngudi ve trude trong dau don. Usc gi toi khong
nghe thay nhimmg diéu wra roi.

Do khong thé nao 1a su that, cé phai khong?
Simon hen ho di choi véi t6i chi vi t6i la? Anh
av mudn doéi vi? Nudc mat t6i trao ra. Toi da
nghi Simon that su thich t6i. Va hém no gap
nhau me anh ay cing c6 vé rat tu té. Bac ay
chang cé vé gi la that vong hay gi cd, nhung
cling c6 thé bac ay chi té ra lich su va that ra
thi dang cau dién lén thi sao?

Giong nhu ¢6 ai do lay mat hoi thé ctia t6i, toi
phai ha mém hép hop lay khong khi. Roi béng
nhién giéng nhu con dé bi v& tung va nuéc mat

td6i dam dia khudn mat.
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Nhing dong chit viet nghuéch ngoac trén
clta phong vé sinh dap vao mat t6i day nghiét.
“Cudc doi khon nan, roi may sé chét thai.” No
viet vay do. Dung la cudc doi that khon nan.
Ban trai t6i dang st dung t6i dé chéng lai gia
dinh, lam cho ho that vong. B6 me t6i thi khong
co viec lam. Va tat cd nhing gi toéi lam trong
nhting ngay nay dudéng nhu la ao uéc nhiing thit
ma t6i khong thé co. Toéi da trd nén that su la
nong can. Va téi khong con biét gi nia.

Dot nhién co tiéng gé cita nhé nhe.

“Cau khong sao day chu?” do la giong lzzie.

Toéi mé cira. “La t& day.”

“Oi, Nesta,” no hét len va md toang ctra ra.
“Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

Toi hop day khong khi, r6i ¢d gdng ké nhiing
ai da nghe duoc. Izzie im lang lang nghe, nhung
khi t6i ké xong thi né ndi gian dung dung.

“Dung la d6 con bo,” né ndi va dua giay lau
cho t6i va choang tay 6m téi. “Cai mat kénh

kiéu ngu ngdc ctia no nhin la d@ muodn tat cho
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may phat. To vira trong thay bon no dang &
cudi phong, trich thuong lam. Ra cai vé cao quy
hon tat cad moi nquoi vay.”

“Tanya ciung duoc,” t6i néi. “N6 da bénh t6.”

“Thé thi t& khong hieu lam sao nd c6 thé di
chung véi Cressida duoc. Nhé ra phai da no di
tur lau r6i mai phdi cha. Ma cau da trong thay
bon né chua? Ca nhu la bi dinh tai vao cai di
déng roi ay. Tu luc dén dén gio chua dia nao
roi tai khoi cai dién thoai ca.”

“Bon no lic nao ciung thé ca.”

“Phai goi bon no la cac tiéu thu di dong,”
[zzie n6i va mim cudi tinh quéi. “Té co thé viét
bai hat vé bon né. Hey, tiéu thu di ddong, dau oc
co ai khong... Té sé viét cho cau xem.”

Toi bat dau cdm thay kha hon.

“Tieu thu di dong,” t6i cudi va xi mui. Roi
lan dau tién té6i méi nhan ra hom nay trong
[zzie thé nao. N6 dang mac bd mua & Cyberdog
nhung trang diém theo tédng bang bac, phan

mat mau xanh dién va son mong tay nhii xanh.
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Téce ctia no duoc vudt gel ra sau thanh mot cai
dudi ngua cao, va né cé mdt bieu tuong tia
chép xanh trén tran nhu con mat tha ba.
“Wow, Izzie, trong céu that la tuyét.”
“Cau nghi thé a? Khong qua day chua?”
“Qua, qua. Thé mai doc dao. Cau trong that
su la rat dep i. Gidng nhu cong chua thién ha.
O bén canh cau t6 trong that la chan lam sao.”
“Cau trong cing rat tuyét ma,” Izzie noi. Bo
nay rat hop véi cau.” Téi mac bd do ua thich ca
ctia minh — quan da den va 4o khoac. “Cau trong
dep gdp hang ngan lan hai cai con ném ngoai
kia, It nh&t thi cau ciing c6 phong cach riéng.”
N6 6m téi va nhin t6i nghiém nghi. “Céau
khong duoc dé WC lam cau phai ban tam. N6
khong dang. Tu khi gap no cau hanh dong rat la
lung, cr nhu cdu dang phai chiing t& moét céai ai
do vay. Tin t& di, cau khong phadi lam nhu thé,
khong phai doi pho voi nhiing ngudi nhu no. Té
va Lucy rat lo cho cau. Cau nhu thé nay khong

phai cau. Di nao, rira mat mui di roi ra khoi day.”
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Toi lam theo 16i né, rdi trang diém lai vi mat
da tem lem ra ca.

“Bon minh thoéa thuan nhé,” Izzie ndi va tod
thém chut son mau xanh sang. “Cau ra ngoai
d6 va chi cho bon né cach lam thé nao dé duoc
vui vé. Xuong san va nhay di. Con t¢ sé & trén
san khau va cho chung né thay nhimg c6 gai

Bac London hay ho bon minh c6 thé lam nhiing

gi.”

“Nhat tri,” t6i noi va bon toéi bat tay nhau.
“Cau cam thay thé nao?”

[zzie ding thang ngudi va day vai ra dang sau.
R6i n6 chung nguoi ra trude va ding dua vao
tuong. “To so lam, Nesta a. So lam lam ay.”

Rbi no 16i tu trong tui ra mdt chai nhd dung
gl d6 va uéng ung uc.

“Izzie? Cau uong ruou day ha?”

“Chi la théng théi. Thudc hoa clia Bach de
tu tin 1én thoi ma.”

Toi véeu Izzie. No la mot co6 phu thiy dién

khting.
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Khi chuing t6i ra lai ngoai sanh thi ban nhac
dau tien da len bieu dién. Izzie bién mat sau
canh ga nén to6i lai chd Lucy, dang dung noi
chuyén véi Simon.

“Moi chuyén 6n cht em?” Simon nhin t6i
cham cham do hai.

“Vang, 6n,” t6i nodi, ro6i kéo anh 4y ra ngoai
161 di. “Em c6 chuyén nay muon héi anh.”

“Trong em nghiém trong vay, em néi di.”

“Cé6 phai anh di choi véi em la dé choc tic
bd me anh khong?”

Simon cau mat. “Tat nhién la khong. Hom
trudc gap em me rat thich em ma. Lam sao ma
ho tic len duoc chu?”

“Bdi vi em, anh biét day, em...”

“Lam sao? Em lam sao?” anh ay héi va roi
ngung lai va nheo mat nhin téi. C), anh hiéu
roi. That ra thi, anh ciing khong phai la néi that
lam, anh nghi me cing hoi that vong mot chuit.
Thét ra thi c6 thé 1a nhiéu hon mét chat... Va

bd anh c6 thé ciing vay khi bd gap em...”
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Oi khong! Cressida néi dung.

“B& va me anh c6 thé sé ghen dién lén,”
Simon ndi tiép, “vi anh dang hen ho véi co gai
xinh dep nhat London nay. Em xinh dep rang
r& mot cach hoan toan tu nhién.”

Anh ay nam tay t6i, va om toi that chat. “Sao
em?”

“Em vui,” toi trd loi. Toi thay Cressida dang
nhin t6i ham ham. Réi né nhin thay Tony wra
budc vao da loanh quanh bén Lucy.

No 1én vén dén gan bon t6i, hy vong Tony
trong thay no, nhung lao thi chi dan mat vao
Lucy ma thoi.

T6i phan nao cam thay téi nghiép cho no. No
dang dién cudng thu hut su chu ¢ ctia Tony va
that bai. N6 ding c6 mdéi mot minh. Ro rang la
Tanya cting khong néi chuyén véi né nita, cau
ay dang quay lung lai va ding cach dé kha xa.

Sau mot luc, Lucy va Tony dat nhau ra san

nhay va Cressida di téi.
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“Cai daa con gai ci quan lay Tony kia la ai
vay?” no hai.

“Dia con gai do la Lucy,” téi tra loi. “Mot
trong nhimg ban than nhat cta toi. Toi da gidi
thiéu cho cau roi. Va néu nhin kg hon cau sé
thay khong phai né quan lay Tony ma la nguoc

= N

lai.

“Té naghi ngd dieu do,” Cressida noi. “Cau ay
trédng nhu vira tot nghiép nha tré vay.”

“Cau thich Tony ha?” to6i héi bang giong cuc
ngay tho.

“Anh ay cang hay,” noé ndi va nhin quanh.
“Anh ay c6 noi agi ve té khong?”

“Cau dua day a?” toi noi. “Tony khong luc
nao ngung noi vé cau.” Do la su that. Lao
khéong nging noi rang no that la kiéu ngao, lai
cu lang nhang bam theo that la rach viéc. Toi
biét tong Cressida muon hdi them muodn chét,
nhung lic d6 Tanya vay t6i va ra hiéu ra ngoai

gap no.
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Toéi theo Tanya ra con hém nhdé ngay canh
quan. N6 cé mot cai tui Mulberry to dung doanh,
bén trong la mét chai sam-panh, mét hop nudce
cam va vai cai coc nhua.

“Tiep té day,” no cuoi. “Té mua cai nay cho
té va Cress, nhung noé that khé chiu va t& nghi
cau c6 thé mudn uéng médt chut. Da bao gio
udng Bellini chua?”

“Chua. No la gi vay?”

“Sam-panh véoi nuéc cam. Nhé ra phai la
nudc dao nhung hom nay hét mat réi. Udng
thit khong?”

“U,” t6i néi. Ruou thi trudc day t6i maéi chi
nhap méi déi lan, va chdng thich tha chut nao
cad. Cu nhu la u6ng dam ay. Nhung t6i khong
muon noéi khong véi Tanya khi rd rang la no
dang c6 gang than thién. Véi ca luc trong nha
vé sinh nod cing da bénh vuc t6i. May ngum
nhé chéc ciing chang c6 van dé gi dau, t6i nghi
thé. Nhat la khi da duoc pha véi nuée cam roi.

Tanva rot mot coc va dua cho téi, roi rot mot

coHc khac cho minh.
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“Vi tinh ban mdi,” n6 ndéi va bon té6i cham
coc va udng. O, cung ngon day. Ngon hon cai
thir ruou chua nhu dam ma toi timg udng trudce
day. Nuoc cam ngot ngot, va ruou sam-panh
nong nhe xoc lén mi toi.

“Ntta khong?” Tanya hai.

Toi bat dau cdm thay co thé lam bat cui viéc
gi. “Tiép tuc,” to6i ndi va ndc can codc thut hai.

Mot cam giac thich thu dé chiu dan dan lan
tda trong ngudi toi. Toi cdm thay thich sam-
panh, sam-panh nhiéu bot va nhe nhang.

“Iz sap dién réi day,” t6i noi. “Bon minh nén
vao thoi.”

“U,” Tanya noi va udng ndt céc clia noé. “Di
nao.”

Trén duong trd vao trong sanh, téi cdm thay
choang vang ky ky.

“Ky la qua,” t6i néi véi Tanva khi bon toi
khoac tay nhau di vao trong sanh. “Cudc doi co
the len voi roi xudng ché chi trong vong ¢cé nita

tieng déng hd. Tu dau khod téi vui vé.”
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Tanva nac. “Yah. Hiéu cau noi gi. Sam-panh
chét tiét that la hay ho.”

King Noz da bat dau biéu dién, t6i lai chd
Simon va Tony dang dimg phia cudi phong.

“Lucy dau roi?” toi héi.

“Chac vao xem lzzie thé nao rdi,” Tony tra
loi.

Vai phut sau Lucy da xuat hién tré lai. No dén
ngay chd t6i. “Izzie da ké cho t& nghe nhiing ai
WC ndéi vé cau. N6 dung la d6 con bo.”

“Mo6t con bd mé man Tony.” Tadi ndi va cudi
khuiic khich. “No la mét con bd con t& la mot
con ngua van. Té bao vai nd la Tone thich cau
va no, nhu kieu la, &, tao khéng tin. Kiéu nhu
con co tao day thi dung co6 hong.”

C), that sao,” Lucy noi va nhin vé phia
Cressida. “OK. Dé xem.”

Lucy di lai chdé Tony dang noi chuyén véi
Cressida. N6 dang d& tro ve van, hét vuot toc

nghich téc lai nhin thang vao mét Tony. Tony

**‘)f);_*)u[..,ﬁ_k; 194 Nk K* Lk



thi nguoc lai, c6 vé dang muon tranh di cho
nhanh. Lucy dén cham tay vao tay lao va guong
mat lao sang bung lén nhu cay Giang sinh.

“Nhay véi em khéng nao?” né héi luc ban
King Noz bat dau choi nhitng ban ém diu. Tony
sung sudng gat dau ngay tap lu va di theo noé.
No6 ric vao Tony, quang tay lén cd lao va thi
tham dieu gi do vao tai lao. Lao dap tra bang
mot man 6m hon tham thiét. Va cir thé va cu
thé. Hon ca phim.

Mat Cressida ci thé ma dai ra.

“Cau bao gi ve viéc rat chi la nghi ngd rang
Tony mé ban ctia t& ay nhi?” t6i hdi rat vo tinh.

Cressida quay ngoat di va dam bo vé phia
Simon.

Anh ay nhin toi xin 16i trong luc no 16i tudt
anh ay ra san nhdy. Tanya dén ding canh toi,
va khi thay khong ai dé v, dua cho t6i mot céc
Bellini nta.

“Cam on cau,” t6i noéi va udng sach trude khi

c6 ngudi nhin thay.
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Ha ha hi hi, t6i nghi bung. Téi cdm thay qua
t6t dé ma rau 1.

T6i nhin Simon va Cressida trén san nhay.
Khong ai cé6 vé la mot nguoi nhay sanh ca.
Simon dang c6 gang hét suc, trong hoi giat cuc
mot chut, nhung Cressida thi that la kinh khiing.
N6 chang c6 ti khai niém gi vé giai diéu hét ca.

“Tieu thu thu...” t6i néi véi Tanya dang nhin
téi kho hieu.

“Tieu thu di dong,” t6i ndéi liu riu, réi chot
nhé ra Izzie maéi la dira nghi ra cai nay chu
khoéng phai Tanya. Moi thit hoi hoi nhoe nhoet.

“Y t& la Cong... cong chua Porobello. Thé
ma. Ong chua.”

“Cau khong sao day chu?” Tanya hoi.

“Chua bao gi¢ tot hon thé nay ca,” toi trd loi
no. “Cau c6 mudn nhay khong?”

Néu cé mét viec nao do toéi cod thé lam tét,
d6 chinh la nhdy. Téi sé cho bon tiéu thu em

cha nay sang mat ra.
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Sau vai ban nhe nhang ém 4&i, t6i thay Ben
dén cam lay micro.

“Va bay gio, thua quu vi, t6i han hanh gidi
thiéu giong ca ciia mé6t thanh vién mai ctia ban
nhac lan dau tien. Xin han hanh gi¢i thieu Izzie
Foster.”

Anh ay dung lui lai va vo tay khi Izzie buoc
ra san khau. Trong né that tuyét voi va toéi vo
tay dién cudng cung vé&i nhimg nguoi khac. Toi
that tu hao vé no. N6 la ban t6i. Ban t6t nhéat
ctia t6i. R6i ban nhac bat dau choi va Izzie bat
dau hat. Dén doan diép khuc thi Ben cing hat
cung véi nod. Trén ca tuyéet voi. Théat la that la
that la hoa hop.

Nhung chang ai nhdy nhoét gi ca.

Moi ngudi phai nhay chut, téi nghi. Phai lam
cho ban nhac néi ban bat len truéc mat nhiing
ngudi & hang thu am chu. Diéu d6 rat quan
trong ma.

Toi quyét dinh minh sé khai mao. Téi lam vi

[zzie .
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Toi tién ra san nhdy, cdi giay ra va bat dau
quay cudng theo nhac. Dau téi hoi choang
vang, nhung néu toi lang nghe nhip diéu kg
hon thi vAn c6 thé phieu duoc. Téi cAm thay
chan minh nhe bong.

Sau mdt luc thi t6i nhan ra la moi nguodi déu
dang nhin minh. Téi dang & trong tam diém
chu v, t6i hop véi dieu d6. Nhay nhot. Quay
cudng. Budce chan, di chuyén. Téi la Madonna,
Geri, Britney.

Rai t6i trong thay Izzie tréen san khau. N6 van
hat nhung dang nhin t6i la l[am.

Réi toi dé v thay Lucy. N6 dang nhin t6i, cai
nhin nhu la gian dit hay sao av.

N6 budc vao san nhay va rit 1én véi toi.

“Nesta, ra ngoi xuoéng di.”

“Tai sao? Té dang ¢6 mdi moi ngudi nhay...”
tdi noéi liu riu.

“Moi nguoi déu dang nhin cau day,” Lucy noi.

“Toét ma,” toi noi, “Té chi ho cach nhay thé

22

nao.
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“Day la luc ctia Izzie,” Lucy thi tham nai ni.
“Khoéng phai ctia cau.”

N6 tém manh c6 tay t6i va kéo t6i ra ngoai.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?” téi hoi. Moi tha co vé
nhat nhoa, va mém t6i kho khéc. Toéi chot cod
mong muon duoc chui xudng dudi ban va lan
ra ngu. “Céc cau gi?”

“Co chuyén ai véi cau vay?” Lucy hoi.

“Balloonee,” t6i néi. “Tanya véoi to. Nudc
cam voi sam-panh.”

“Oi khong,” Lucy néi. “Cau udng ruou rdi.
Cho & day. Té di goi Tony.”

Toi chong tay dua mot luc va ngtl guc luc nao
khong biét, vi dieu tiép theo toi biét la Tony
dang lay t6i day. “Dén gid vé nha rdi nhoc.”
To6i nhin lén san khau. King Noz khong con
choi nta.

Toi cam thay khoé chiu. Toéi nhin quanh tim
xem moi ngudi dang & dau va thay Izzie, Ben
va Lucy dang diing & géc sanh, quay lung lai

voi toi.
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“Oops...” t6i kéu khé khi nhé lai vé mat ctia
[zzie trén san khau.

Tony d& t6i ding day. “Di nao, di hit thd it
khéng khi trong lanh.”

“Simon dau?” t6i hoi khi Tony quang tay diu
tdi ra ngoai via he trudc ctra quan.

“Lan cudi cung trong thay thi cau ay dang co
gang moc hong lam Tanya ndn ra cho no tinh
ruou bét di trude khi me ho trong thay va cau
ay bi an don.”

“Oi,” t6i nodi. “Bon em uéng Ballonees. Xin
161, xin 16i.”

Khéng khi mat mé clia budi dem lam t6i tinh
lai mot chut va dau t6i bat dau nhu co bua nén
& trong. Mot ¥ nghi chot dén lam t6i so hai.

“Me dén chua Tony?”

Tony lac dau. “Khong, me goi dién bao la co
Lovering sé dua bon minh vé luon.”

“Oi khong,” t6i than thd. “Cressida ma thay
tat ca bon minh cung chen chuc trén céi xe coc

AN

cach ci kg ay thi né phai suéng ti té.
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“No6 nghi ai thi lién can gi?” Tony héi. Mot
chiéc Mercedes den mai coéng trd dén va dau
cach quan khodng chung tram mét.

Ngay luc day toi da trong thay chiéc con
bo cia nha Lucy chay dén chd den xanh den
dd. Toi the 1a du troi t6i nhung nd van ndi bat
lén nhu mét con bo mau xanh ngoc khéng 16.

Oops! Cai thit Balloonee nay manh théat.

Ngay luc d6 thi Izzie ra, tréong thay téi no lien
quay mat di. Lucy di theo né.

“Te xin 161, xin 16i...”

“T6i nay khong phai danh cho cau, Nesta a,”
Lucy quay sang t6i néi. “Téi nay la mot toi quan
trong cua lzzie, nhung cau lai xoay x& thu hut

AN

moi su chi ¥ vé minh, nhu thuong lé.

Nhu thuong 16? Dot nhién toi cdm thay muodn
ngoi bét xudng duong va khoc. That khong
cong bang. Thé la khong cong bang. Toi udng
Balloonee c6 phai la 16i cta téi dau chua? Toi
chi ¢c6 gang té ra than thién véi Tanya, nguoi
da bao vé téi khi WC goi t6i la con ngua van.

Réi sau do nd con noi Simon qua tot dodi vai toi.
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Toi nhin thay cai xe ca khd ca rich ca tang
tién dén, roi t6i nhin thay Cressida dang vénh
mat di vé phia chiéc Mercedes den.

Qua lam rdi day.

To6i mudn khoc.

To6i mudn Simon.

Nhung anh ay chi thich téi khi t6i vui vé thoi,
c6 phai khong?

Anh ay luon noéi thich thai do cta toi thé nao,
thai d6 chién thang cta toi.

Anh ay thich Nesta vui vé co. Nesta hat,
Nesta mua. Anh ay khong thich Nesta khoc
nhe, thé nén khong thé dé anh ay tréng thay
toi bay gio duoc.

Nhitng giot nuéc mat ci thé dang léen chuc
trao ra. Toi c6 thé cdm thay chung. Téi phai
chay di.

“Bao Tony la t& tu di vé nhé,” t6i goi voi
Lucy dang dung vo vé lzzie.

Thé roi toi cam dau chay vé phia ga xe dién

ngam.
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Chuong 12

%" @:(
Pau nang nhu deo d4)
( g

Sang hom sau tinh day, t6i cdm thay nhu co
ai d6 boi keo vao mi mat minh vay. Nang trich,
choang vang. Cudi cung thi toi cing kéo duoc
chiing m& ra va quay sang nhin dong ho bén
canh giudng.

Mudi mot rudi, to6i rén len va can phong bat
dau quay cudng va téi chot nhé ra dém hom
trude. Bo khi, toi nghi bung. Khi that.

Lam sao t6i vé nha duoc nhi?

Va ai dang nhay nhét trong dau t6i thé?
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To6i chi nhé minh da chay di. Téi ré qua goéc
duong xa khoéi quan va ding dua vao tuong dé
lay hoi. Téi nhé nhu thé. Toi cdm thay that kinh
khiing. Moi thur cir 16n x6n hét ca len. Toi cdm
thay bénh va muén vé nha. Toéi mudén Me.

Xa xa toi trong thay mot chiéc taxi dén sang.
To6i dinh gio tay vay nhung lai nhé ra minh
khong co da tien. Toi da vét hét so tien cudi
cung clia minh ném vao mé thé cao ngu ngdc
kia va khong chéc c6 ai & nha dé tra tién cho
toi khong nia.

T6i nhin vao vi. Mot ddng mot bang, thém ba
xu hai muoi déng va mot xu nam ddng nita. It
nhat thi ctiing da tién di xe dién ngam vé nha.

Téi nhanh chéng thdng duong ma di vé phia
ga xe dién ngam va di qua ba ga dan 6ng ao
quan xo6c¢ xéch toc tai réi bu dang ndc bia & 16i
vao. Bon ho nhin t6i cham cham trong luc toi
voi va di qua.

“Mudn choi khong, em géi?” mot ga cudi cot

hoi.
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Toi van cui gam mat. Day la lan dau tien toi
mot minh di ngoai dudng mudn thé nay, toi
c6 gang nho lai nhing dieu co6 Watkins da day
& truong vé viec di lai mot minh vao budi téi
khuya. Nho réi. Tu tin buoe di va khong nhin
vao bat ky ai.

Khi toi dén 16i vao ga xe, toi suyt nita thi nga
[6n nhao vi moét dong ai lu lu & quay ban vé. Dbo
& mot dia con trai dang nam ruc trong tai ngu.
N6 chi trac tudi t6i théi. Trudc mat no dé mot
tam bia ghi “Doi va Khong co nha. Giup toi véi.”
Bén canh la mét con cho den. Ca hai trong that
la the tham, va cung dang nhin t6i day hy vong.

To6i mua vé rdi trut s6 tien con lai cho no.

“Xin 16i, t6i chi con chung d6 thoi.”

Ra6i t6i di xuéng san ga. May la khong phai
doi lau. Nhé nguyéen tac tha hai la khong vao
khoang tréng vang nén tdi vao gitta toa dong
ngudi ngdi. Téi ngdi dan mat xudng san tau.

C6 may duaa con trai ngdi cach toi vai day

ghé. Bon ho dang an hamburger, mui hanh va
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mui tuong ca khong thoat di dau duoc. Toi cdm
tuéng nhu muén noén.

“Mudn can ctia anh mot miéng khong cung?”
mot dia noi, va cd dam con lai cudi 6 len.

Toi van ci nhin xudng dudi san tau. Toi mudn
khoc. Téi mudn me toi.

Tau vira dén Highgate la t6i phéng ra nhu tén
ban, chay that nhanh theo cau thang ra ngoai
duong. Troi t6i qua. Den kit. Mu mit. Cai gi am
lam t6i lai chay vé mét minh thé nay? Khi chay
doc theo dudong xe co, to6i that su cdm thay so
hai.

Toéi deo tai chéo qua vai va ap chat vao
ngudi. (Nguyéen tac thtr ba khi di ngoai dudng
mot minh, bdi vi gitr tui & tu thé nay la khoé bi
giat nhat.) Rdi t6i tim chia khoa nha va cho noé
vao tui 4o (nguyéen tac tha tu, dé nhé ma tii co
bi giat mat thi it nhat ciing van c6 thé vao nha
duoc). Cé Watkins han sé hai long [&m vi téi ghi
nhé hét nhitng nguyén tac ma co ay day.

Ré6i t6i sdi budc nhanh hét sirc minh.
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Noi nao tréng cling ¢6 vé an chita nguy hiém.
Nhiing cai cay, nhitng chiéc xe chay qua, nhiing
con nguoi trén pho, gi trong ciing co vé de doa.
Tim t6i dap thinh thich khi t6i cAm dau cdm cé
chay ré vé duong nha minh, tién vé phia nha
minh. Téi long cong mé& khoa, rdi thi cudi cuing
cting duoc thay anh sang ctia nhitng ngon den
trong nha, va am thanh phat ra tir chiéc tivi.

Toi vé nha rdi.

Bo tir phong khach di ra. “Nestal”

“B6,” toi noi. “Tét 16i.”

Ré6i t6i non thédc noén théo.

Ah, moi chuyén tua lai trong dau toi khi toi
nam ruc dudi tdm chan. Toi tu hdi khong biét
minh c6 thé trén nhu thé nay dén bao gio.
Nhung t6i ciing khong muén xuéng nha. That
[a l6n xon. Khong biét co dong ho quay nguoc
thai gian khong nhi? Quay lai hai béon gio dong

ho? Hay mot tuan?
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Moi ngudi déu ndi cau véi toi. B8, Tony,
Lucy, Izzie.

Va ca chinh t6i nta.

To6i nhin quanh phong ngl ctia minh va nhoé
lai khuon mat thang nhéc vo gia cu t6i qua. Doi
méat no tréng rdng. N6 chang co gi trong khi t6i
c6 moi thi. Dia nhac, sach v®, quan &o, nudc
hoa, my pham, mav tinh, tivi rieng, dién thoai
di ddng — nhung trén tat ca la mot gia dinh. Mot
noi an toan de t6i tr& vé.

To6i da lam gi trong nhitng ngay qua”?

Toi da chi nghi cho ban than minh va vé
nhting thit minh khéng c6. Nhiing thit ma tham
chi t6i khong that su can dén. Va né dan toi tai
dau? Chéng dau ca.

Toi chua bao gio cAm thdy khé s& nhu thé
nay trong doi. [zzie, anh Phéat tt Ben va nhing
dieu ho noi that la dung. Ham muén lam cho
ngudi ta kho sé.

Toi se khong ham muon mot tha gi nita cho

toi luc chét.
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To6i nhan mat khi nghi vée Izzie. Toéi da pha
hong budi t6i quan trong dac biét ctia no. N6
trong that rang ré va da rat ding cadm dam dung
len do, doi mat vai ndi so clia minh, va hat, va...

Téi lai khoc.

Toi la ngudi toi té kinh khiing nhat ting séng
tren thé gidi nay, t6i tu nhi. Téi té. Ich k. Chi
biét nghi dén minh thoéi. Va Chua oi.... Déiii !

Mui thit ran tir dudi nha bay l1én.

Cho t6i an. Cho téi an véil B6 phim ctia toi
hom nay la Clta hieu mién dat Rung ron va
vai clia t6i la mét céi cay ngoai hanh tinh doi
ngau doi nghién can thuc an. Hinh anh banh
mi nuéng, ca phé, banh x6p va bo dau phong
ctt troi qua trudc mat toi.

Bung t6i con cao kéu oc oc va tat cd nhing v
nghi an nan hoi han bién mat nhuong choé cho
cd ging nghi ra modt cach dé lén lut vao bép
trude khi phai déi mat véi nhimg ngudi can phai

duoc nghe 16i. B6 me.
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Toi thay quan 4o ngu ra va xudng bép. Bo,
me va Tony dang ngdi nhu mot hoi dong xeét xi
quanh ban an, va nhin t6i lom lom khi t6i budc
vao. Hét duong thoat roi.

“0, con chao moi nguoi,” t6i noéi va c6 danh
gia tinh hinh. Hinh nhu c6 chuyén ai d6, vi bo
va me trong cé vé phan khdi mot cach dang
ngac nhién sau bd phim kinh di t6i da dong toi
hém qua & ngoai sanh. C6 moét chai gi nhu chai
sam-panh trong x6 da. Va mét hdp nude cam.
Truéc mat bdé me la hai ly thay tinh.

Toi dén va ngli ngui cai ly. Mui day lam toi
kho s& vi nd lam budi t6i hém qua quay lai.

“B6 me udng Balloonee a?” t6i hoi.

“Khong, 1a Buck’s Fizz,” me noi.

“Khiép, lam sao b6 me udng duoc? Rbi sé
dau dau lam day.”

Bo cudi. “That ra thi tén no la Bellini. N6 la
sam-panh voi nudc dao, con Buck’s Fizz la véi

nuédc cam.”
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“Gi thi gi,” t6i néi. “Nhung mdi sang ma da
udng ay a?”

“Va chao budi sang, con gai,” bd noi.

“That ra thi moi ngudi dang an mung,” me
noi. “Nhé ra t6i qua da cho con biét nhung me
vée thi con ngl mat réi. Téi qua me khong don
con duoc la vi phéi di an to6i véi 6ng chi va...”

“Va?” toi héi.

“Va hop dong ctia me da duoc ky them ba
nam nia,” me cuoi. “Thém vao do, me con
duoc lén chic.”

Toéi 6m cham lay me. “That la tuyét, me a!
Mung qua. Thé cé nghia moi chuyén da 6n
théa ha me?”

“Tam thoi thoi,” bd noi va day kinh len.
“Cudc doi con dai ma.”

Tony nay gid khong néi mot 1oi. Anh ay dang
an banh mi thit ngudi va tring tring nhin téi
bang nita con mat.

Cudi cung lao khong nhin duoc nia. “Nay,
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may nghi cdi quai gi ma téi qua lai mot minh
di vé nha nhu thé? Anh véi Simon chay nguoc
chay xudi tim may bao nhiéu lau. Nh& cé chuyén
gi Xxay ra...”

Oi troi oi, Simon. Toéi con chua chao tam
biet anh ay. Co6 lé nén thém ludon tén anh ay
vao danh sach con dai vo tan nhitng ngudi phat
dién len vdéi t6i.

“Em di xe dién ngam ve,” toi vira noéi vira di
tim banh mi.

“Moi nguoi biéet dieu do day a. May noéi voi
Lucy la sé tu minh di vé nha. May khong tra 1oi
dién thoai. Bon anh khong biét la may co di bo
vé hay la bat xe bus hay la sao...”

Me va bd gat dau dong tinh véi Tony. Lao
moi la phu huynh nghiém khac chir khéng phai
[a bd me.

“Gi¢r day la qua muon cho mot dia & tudi
may di moét minh ngoai duong,” Tony tiép tuc.

“Nguy hiém l&m, c6 biét khong.”
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Toi quyét dinh im lang, khong dam cai. “Em
xin 16i,” t6i lung bung ndéi va véi tay lay mot
miéng banh.

“Dau dau ha con?” bd hoi.

Toi gat dau. “Tanva cho con uéng mot thu
cting tuong tu nhu tht bé me dang uéng. Con
khong biét la lai manh dén thé.”

“Con udng bao nhiéeu?”

“0... khoadng ba coc. Va con sé khong bao
gi® udng ntta. Con hua chac chan,” t6i noi, va
quay sang Tony. “Lucy véi [zzie cé noi gi khéong
ha anh? Bon né cé néi gi em khéong?”

“Khong biét, me Lucy ch® cad hai dua vé luc
anh véi Simon di tim may. May chdng hé nghi
gl cd, phai khong hd? Nhimng nguoi do co thé
dang lo lang.”

“Lucy va Izzie khong lo dau.”

“Yeah. C4 hai nhu mudén phat dién len ay,”
Tony noi. “Nhat la Lucy.”

Toi ré6t cho minh moét coc ca phe.
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“Em sé nhan tin cho bon nd,” t6i noi.

“Con ga! Sao may khoéong goi dién hay hen
gap hai dila & dau do? Anh nghi may no mot
[oi xin 16i truc tiép.”

Toi khong the. Chua thé. Toéi khong thé dsi
mat khi hai dita con dang cau dién léen véi t6i,

khéng phai hém nay.

Buéi chiéu, bd gé clta phong t6i.

Toi van cam thay khé chiu, dau con dau dau
nén lai di nam. B6 dén ngdi & cudi giuong.

“Coéng chua ctia bd thé nao roi?”

“Khong tot 1am a,” t6i tra 1oi. “Con cam thay
nhu cé modt gia dinh yéu tinh di ing dinh dang
nhay tung tung & trong dau minh ay.”

“Con c6 mudn thu agi khong?”

“Khong a.” Toi van khong chac ligu minh
co6 coOn bi mang them nita khong, thé nén toi
quuét dinh la néu viec d6 dang chuan bi xay ra
thi tot nhat la xdy ra luon di. “Bé khoéng gian

con chu bd?”
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Bo lac dau. “Khoéng, bo khoéng gian con,
Nesta a.” Réi b cudi. “Tony cho con mét tran
luc sang thé la da réi. Va bd nghi con cing da
hoc duoc mot bai hoc, rang ruou co thé dan
dén nhiing dieu gi.”

“Lan dau tien va ciing la lan cudi cung bo a.”

“B6 nghi ng® viec do. Nhung co thé cho dén
khi con l6n hon chut nita truée khi néc dén
ca nita chai sam-panh, du né cé duoc pha véi
nudc cam di chang ntta. Bai hoc dau tiéen vé
ruou la sam-panh ciing c¢6 thé ha guc ngay ca
nhiing tay bom nhéat. Va bai hoc nav da xong.
Bo khong gian gi con, bo chi lo thdi. Me bao
con vé hoi khuya. Va t6i qua thi trong con ro
a rat té.”

B6 nhin t6i au yém lam toi muon khoc. Phan
tmg cta bd that la té6i khong thé ngo téi. Dot
nhién no c thé tudn ra va téi ké cho bé nghe
toan bd hanh trinh di vé nha cta t6i, va t6i da
so hai nhu thé nao, va...

“... va con c6 mot ngudi ban trai méi. Nhung
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con nghi anh ay chi thich con vi con lam anh ay
cudi. Va doi khi that su con chang cdm thay vui
cuoi chut nao. Luc nao cung la mot ngudi tiéu
[am téu tdo lam con mudn kiét suc...”

“Thé thi hay la chinh minh,” bd néi. “Cau ta
chi ximg dang néu chap nhan ca nhing luc vui
va ca nhiing luc budn. Moi ngudi déu co nhiing
ngay ma ho cam thay budn phién. Dieu do la
binh thuong. Thé maéi la con nguoi. Va néu con
mudn ¢6 mdt mdi quan hé vai ai thi dieu quan
trong nhat la con phai cdm thay thodi mai da
de chan that véi ho. Con da bao gity d@é cho cau

trai nay biét con cdm thay thé nao hay chua?”

Toi lac dau. “Chua a. Anh ay sap di
Courchevel. Di truot tuyét ay ma. Con mot chod
tréng nita va anh &y ri con di cung... Oi, b6
oi, that la kinh khiing. Anh &y rat giau va con
khong tai nao theo néi.”

“Nghe c6 vé la con va cau chang nay can
phadi noi chuyén véi nhau. Hay cho cau ta biét
con la nguoi thé nao, con cdm thay nhu thé
nao. Néu né & lai, thé thi qua 6n réi. Con néu

khong thi chdng dang dé con phai lo.”
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Bo dung day va di téi cho chiéc ban cua toi.
Toi nghi bo dang dinh noi dieu agi d6 thi chot
trong thay to bao ma téi da khoanh tron quang
c4o clia trung tam ngudi mau. Oi khéng, t6i nhil
tham, dimg dé bé nhin thiy, dung dé bd nhin
thay. Qua mudn réi. B8 da ngdi xudng doc mau
quang cao.

Toi dut dau xudng dudi goi.

“Nesta, Nesta. Con da lién lac véi nhiing
ngudi nay réi day ha?”

Toi gat dau nhung van dut dau dusi géi.

“Bon ho c6 doi tien khong?” Bé cham rai
hoi.

Toi rut re gat dau.

“Con ra khaoi do di,” bo néi. “Bo sé cho con
biét vai dieu vé nhiing trung tam nay. Ho kiém
tien bang cach loi dung nhing cé gai tré nhu
con day. Bo biét, tin bo di. B6 da lam viéc véi
nhttng hang ngudi mau gan hai chuc nam nay
va nhimg noi dang hoang khéng doi héi tién

dang ky hay chup anh gi ca. Ho sé coi dé la moét
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khoan dau tu cho tuong lai. Con nhitng noi nhu
thé nay thi véi dia tré nao ciing sé bdo la ching
co tuong lai, nhung that ra chi dé 1y tién ma
thoi. Ho khéng bao gio cho cac con moét cong
viéc dang hoang ca.”

“Con xin 16i...”7 t6i i nhi.

“Nghe nay, néu viéc lam ngudi mau quan
trong véi con dén vay, chung ta sé cung xem
xét lai khi con mudi sau tudi.”

“Nhung con khong muén lam ngudi mau,”
t61 nodi. “Con muodn trd thanh dién vién co.”

“Thé quang céo trén bao nay la sao?”

“Con mudn kiém thém tién. Dé gitip bé me...
va mua quan ao, va may thu.”

BS cudi. “Oi Nesta. Con chua phai lo l&ng
cho bé me dau. C6 thé sau nay khi bé me da
gia va bi mat tu chtt hay sao do, nhung...”

“Nhung bé chua cé phim nao dé lam tiép
theo, dung khong bo?”

“Cling ¢o6 vai lua chon. B6 chi khong muén

voi vang chap nhan ngay thir dau tien dén thoi,”
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bd noi. “Véi ca bbd cting mudn lam viéc gan nha
mdt thoi gian dé co thé trong nom ¢d con gai
budng binh ctia bd. Rbi chiing ta sé thay. Khong
c6 gi la mai mai trong nganh céng nghiép dién
anh cd, néu con muodn trd thanh dién vién, con
nén lam quen véi su that do. Dién vién cing
nhu dao dién, khong phai luc nao ciung duoc
lam viéc, viéc cudi cung minh lam luén la viéc
tot nhat, thé thai. Ngoai minh ra con co nhiéu
kinh khiing nhiing nguoi tai nang khac, thé nén,
nhu bon b6 hay néi thi, ‘nghi ngoi’ hay la giai
doan chuyén tiép cong viéc.”

“Y b6 la that nghiep 4?”

“Chinh xac.”

A9

“Con hy vong diéu gi do sé dén véi bo.

“No6 se déen thoi. Cho dén gi van thé ma,”
b6 mim cudi, “va déng thai, bd nghi c6 mot
chang trai tré ma con can phai néi chuyén cho
rd rang.”

Sau khi bo ra ngoai, t6i bam s6 goi Simon

nhung gap may tra loi tu dong.
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Toi thit goi vé nha anh ay.

“Simon di Wiltshire réi,” mot giong nao do
ma t6i khéng nhéan ra tra loi.

Tat nhiéen roi. Toi quén mat. Anh ay da bao
véi t6i hom xem biéu dién la sé vé ngdi nha &
vung qué it bua.

Toi quyét dinh giti e-mail.

Chao anh, Simon,

Em vié&t thu nay cho anh d& tam biét
mai mdi.

Va cling dé xin 18i anh vé viéc t&8i hém
qua. Tony cé k& 1a cdc anh da8 phdi di
tim em. Em rat xin 16i néu d& lam anh lo
1&ng, nhung em d& vé nha an toan, va sau
dé 14 nén théc ndén théo. BE va me em cling
kh& phién.

Em khéng thé d&n Courchevel duoc. Nha
em khdéng duoc giau nhu nha cac anh va
ngay l1luc nay thi khéng thé kham thém
nhttng khodn phédt sinh nhu chuyén di

truot tuyét cho em duoc.
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Pé 1a 1y do vi sao em nghi t&t nhét la
minh chia tay nhau. Em khéng thé tié&p
tuc nhitng viéc ma anh van lam, nhu di
truot tuyét hay la cu®i ngua. Tién tiéu
vat clla em khéng dd. Khéng thé tiép tuc
lam em dau khé. Chi riéng néi vé chuyén

nay thdi cting lam em khd thé& rdi.

Thét ra thil ¢dé nhling ngay em kha la
chHc can va khé chiu. Pai ngang budng.
Trong nhiimg tudn minh gap nhau, em khéng
nghi anh d& thiy duoc con ngudi that cia
em dau. Anh ndéi thich em vi em that tu
tin va vui vé. Gid thi anh 43 biét su
that rb6i day. Khéng phai luc nao em clng

duoc nhu thé.

Em xin 18i vi moi chuyén. C6 thé thinh

thodng van nhén tin cho nhau nhé.

Nesta.

T6i bam ‘Send’ trudie khi co thé thay déi ¥ dinh.
The la thu da duoc gt di.
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Nhat ky cua Nesta

Sau bira sang toi gui tin nhan cho c3
[zzie va Lucy:
V4n 14 b4n chu cdc c4u?
Khéng c6 hoi am
The Ia toi gui tiep:
%*@:-( nhic dau
-\ buon
SrySrySry
Van khéng co hoi am

The 1a téi lai nhan:

:-C to rat buon
-/ boi roi

S khoc

[luvU

SrySrySry

Van chang co hoi am gi ca.
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Gui e-mail chia tay Simon va co doi
chut hy vong rang anh ay sé lam mét
dieu gi do khac thuong nhu la chay
ngay den nha téi dé tuyén bo tinh yéu
cGia anh ay Ia bat diét, va anh ay sé
khéng bao gio deé toi di. Hoac la ding
dudi clra s6 phong téi va cam guitar
hat tinh ca.

Nhung téi khéng may man den the.

Khéng c6 hoi am gi caa Simon ca.

Cang chang he c6 hoi am gi caa

Lucy hay [zzie.

Vay day. Khéng ban gai. Cang khéng

ca ban trai.

Doi toi the Ia het.
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Chuong 13

QT‘II ST‘IIST‘II

?

“Oi thoi nao, Nesta, ra ngoai di con,” me
nodi sau hai ngay t6i chi loanh quanh lan quan
& trong nha. “Khi nao thi hoc ky sau bat dau?
Me khong cho duoc ntta day nay. Di di. Xin 16i
di. Trang diém di.”

“Con sé lam,” t6i noi. “Con chi dang hy vong,
uhm, ho ¢6 thé héi &m cho mét trong nhiing tin
nhan con da gt hay sao do.”

“Thé con Simon thi sao? Coé tin tuc agi chua?”

Toi lac dau. “Chua. Con ciing khong hy vong
con nghe duoc ai tir anh ay naa.”

“Nhung me tudéng con thich cau ta?”
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“Con c¢6, nhung... con khéong nghi rang khi
da biét con la ngudi thé nao thi anh ay con
thich con ntra.”

“Con c6 cho cau ta mét co hdi khong?”

“Roéi day cha. Con da rat thanh that véi anh
av trong e-mail. Nhung anh ay khong tra 1oi.
Khoéng ai thich con nita ca.”

Me 6m t6i vao long. “Cé me day. Luc nao
me cing véu con ca. Nao, gi¢ thi di goi dién
cho céc ban di.”

Toi hit mot hoi dai va téi cho dién thoai. Téoi
bam s6 cta Izzie dau tién.

“No6 dén Camden Lock vai Lucy rdi chau a,”
me [zzie tra 1oi.

“Cam on cb a,” t6i néi va gac dién thoai. Di
choi vui vé ma khong ¢6 t6i a. PBu réi day nhé.
Khong cho phép dau day.

“Me oi, bon né di Lock réi. Con sé di tim
bon no.”

“Toét day, con gai,” me ndi va rat vi ra. “Day,
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cho cong chua it tién tiéu vat, mua thi gi con

thich nhé.”

Hai muoi bang! Téi 6m me. Hanh phtc la
khi co tro cap, va duoc phép dung no, téi nghi

bung khi ra ga xe dién ngam.

Lock d6ng nhu ném nhu moi khi. Toi quyét
dinh thr dén Cyberdog trudce vi co thé Izzie va
Lucy dén day tham Ben.

“Ben a? Khong, hom nay no khong dén day,”
chi bAn hang nguoi ngoai hanh tinh lam viéc &
do tra loi.

Nhung t6i van nhin quanh tim kiém xem co
dau hiéu gi ctia bon n6é khong. Khong co that.
Nhan tién dang & day thi ghé hang quan ao
xem ti vay, toi da tia thay may day quan ao
véi do trang suc. Trén quay co mot chudi hat
giong cai Ben da muon cho Izzie. Mau ngoc
lam trong, c6 dinh khoen. Téi thit, trong noé
that la dep de. Rdi mot giong néi nho nhod céat

len trong dau t6i, mua cho Izzie di. Dung thé!
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T6i sé dung tieén me cho dé mua gi d6 cho Lucy
va Izzie. Kiéu qi thi t6i cting phai di tim cho ra
bon no.

To6i mua chudi hat cho Izzie, réi di tim mua
thit gi d6 cho Lucy. Téi khong chac clrta hang
Cyberdog thudc kiéu cia nd nén tim & nhiing
quay & trong khu cho chinh. C6 rat nhiéu ao
phong dep dang ban ha gia. Toi luét nhanh
nhitng gia hang va c¢6 gang quyét dinh xem
Lucy sé thich cai nao.

Mét céi 4o co in chir, “Khén nan.”

Mot cai khac thi “www.whassup.com”.

Moét cai khac nitta thi in “Mad cow” la “bo
dien”. Khéng phdi qua tang lam lanh. Cing
khong phai céi tiép theo not, trén d6 in la “Tao
ghét moi nguoi, may la duaa tiép theo.”

Chot to6i trong thay moét moén chinh xac la
danh cho Lucy. Ngay truéc nguc cé hai ban tay
muc dat ngay dung chd can dat. Lucy luc nao
cing lan tan vi b6 nguc hoi bi nhé va cai nay

sé lam no cudi cho xem.
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Ta6i trd tien cho ¢6 chtl hang va lai lang thang
xem sang nhing hang khac. Téi tim Lucy va
[zzie khap moi noi hét ca tiéng dong hd ma van
chang thay tam hoi dau cd. C3 & cho trong lan
cho ngoai.

O 16i vao co mot hang ban 4o phoéng cang
modt tAm bang lon dé la ban c6 thé tu chon in
bat ci gi minh mudén. Nam bang.

Pang c6 moét di hoc mac do cé tén dich thu
ctia minh dang trude nguc. Toi ¢ thé mua mot
cai chit Jennifer Lopez cho [zzie va moét cai chit
Stella McCartney cho Lucy. Téi mé vi, nhung
khong con dd. Thoi dé lan sau vay.

Con bon bang nam muoi, thé la téi di mua
mot qud tring Phuc sinh, réi hit mot hoi sau va
goi dén nha Lucy.

Anh Steve nhac may.

“O, Lucy vé chua ha anh?”

“Roéi day,” anh ay noéi. “Cho chut...”

“O, khong, khong, Steve, ding goi no. Izzie

cting c6 & day chua anh?”
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“Anh ding bao véi bon né la em goi nhé,
duoc khong?”

“OK.”

Ntra tiéng sau té6i bam chudng ctrta nha Lucy
va Steve m& cita cho t6i vao. “Bon né & trén
phong ay.”

“Cam on anh,” t6i ndi va réon rén léen cau
thang.

Toi nén go cita hay ci thé ao vao bay gio?
Toi dung & dau cau thang ban khoan khong biét
nén lam thé nao. Hay t6i cir ding ngoai clta mot
lat nghe ngong xem thé nao da? Khong. Mét ¢
kién toi, toi nghi xong lai tu nh(. Lan cudi cung
tinh c& nghe ngudi khac noi thi t6i da nghe thay
Cressida goi t6i la con ngua van. Khoéng, chi cé
mot cach duy nhat la tién len thoi. Toéi phai nghi
minh la mét nhan vat trong phim. Mot ngudi
can quy goi khom lung xuéng...

Cé roi! Toi nghi bung va ngdi thup xuéng rdi

mao cira va bo vao.

L * ‘5'(’);_ N ok 229 ek X x Lk



“Toi ¢co toi, toi co ti,” tdi ndi va nam phuc
xudng dudi chan bon né. Bé phim ctia td6i hom
nay la Thé giéi ctia Wayne. Trong phim nay,
Wayne va ban cia cau ta quy xudéng cui dau
truéde mat than tuong nhac rock Alice Cooper.

Lucy va Izzie rat nhin t6i ngac nhién, va roi
nhin nhau.

“Cau dang lam cai quéi gi thé nay, Nesta?”
[zzie hoi.

Co lé n6 chua xem Wayne’s Wolrd, t6i nghi
bung va ding day. “Om, ném minh ra ciu xin
su tha thit ctia cac cau,” t6i noéi. “Va thua nhan
t& chinh la ké ti tién nhat trong nhimmg ké ti tién,
la con trung amip. Té la nhét ciia nhét ctia con
trung amip. Lam on di, cAc cau. Té nhé cac cau
lam. Va t¢ da biét la t& hu réi. Va cai cach cu
xt clia t& hém & budi dién la khong thé nao tha
tha duoc. T¢ rat rat xin 16i. Lam on, lai la ban
clia t& nhé, cac cau. Té mua qua va may tha...”

Toi dua cho bon noé chiéc vong, 4o phong va

qua trimg Phuc sinh.
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“Lam on nhé cac cau. To xin 16i,” t6i tiép tuc.
“Phat day la phai biét tha tha, co phai khong?
[zzie? Huh? Céac cau? T¢ biét té la dua ban toi
té nhat trén thé giéi. That su té hai kinh khiing
qua quat va té xin cac cau tha tha cho té va...”

[zzie va Lucy pha ra cudi. “Bon t¢ dang dinh
goi cho cau,” Izzie néi. “Bon té ciing nhé cau.”

“Va bon té biét do khong hoan toan la 16i ctia
cau,” Lucy noi. “Cau da rat budn vi nhiing diéu
WC ndéi vé cau, rdi sau do la ruou sam-panh...”

“Nhung man trinh dién wita roi ciia cau thuyét
phuc qua,” Izzie cudi. “Bon té& khong thé chen
ngang duoc.”

Toi ngdi phich xudng giudmg. Oi hanh phtic
hanh phtic.

“Va bon t& clting c6 qua danh cho cau,” Izzie
toét miéng cudi. “Bon t¢ dén Lock va thay co
quay ao phong c6 dich vu in chit theo yéu cau.”

“Té ctng thay,” toi noi. “Té cling dinh mua

nhung ma khéng co dua tién...”
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“Bon t& c6 modt céi cho cau day,” Izzie noi va
|61 chiéc &o tu trong tui ra dua cho toi.

Lucy thi dang cudi nhu dién.

Toi mé chiée do ra va cing 6m bung cudi khi
trong thay bon no da viét gi len do.

“Hay lam,” t6i noi.

Bon né da in mot céi tén bén trong mot trai
tim mau do.

CRESSIDA.

Chung t6i danh ca budi chiéu buén chuyén
cap nhat cho nhau. Qua nhiéu dieu da xav ra.
Lucy dang nghi téi viéc quay lai véi Tony, mac
du n6 van chua cho lao biét.

“Cho anh ay doan gia doan non thém chut
nita,” né noi vav.

“U, cho lao biét than,” t6i cudi. “Khau hiéu
clia lao 1a budc chan ddi phuong bang chiéu git
himg thi ma.”

“Chinh xéac,” Lucy cuoi.
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[zzie ciing c6 tin mdéi. Nhitng ngudi san tim
tai nang da quay lai xem ban nhac va té ra kha
thich thu.

“Con qua sém dé noi gi, nhung ma 6ng ay
bao bon t& giii bang demo,” né ndi. “Hy vong
may man.”

“Con cau thi sao?” Lucy hdi. “Cau va Simon
thé nao?”

“Hét r6i. To khong co tin tic gi clia anh ay
nita ké tir hom dién.”

“O, to rat tiéc,” Izzie noi. “Té thich anh ay.”

“Té cting the,” t6i noéi.

Chieu hom do, bon t6i xudéng nha xem As if
trén tivi. Rat la hay, va t6i cdm thay hanh phuc
nhu duoc lén cung trang vi lai duoc & canh ban
be.

Chuong trinh duoc khoang mudi phut thi
dién thoai ctia téi reng.

Toi nhac may. Toi lay tay bit dién thoai lai,
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va tay con lai thi chi vao no, thi thao “Simon
day...”

Toéi ra ngoai sdnh dé néi chuyén cho rieng tu.
Néu toéi phai xuong nudce, thi t6i mudn no dién
ra ma khong cé khan gid chung kién.

“Chéo em,” anh ay noi.

“Chao anh,” toi dap va tu nhtt phai chan
chinh lai khd nang an néi ciia minh mai duoc.
Téi nhan thdy minh kha cang thang.

“Anh wira nhan duoc e-mail ciia em,” Simon
néi. “Anh xin 16i khong lién lac véi em duoc
sém hon vi anh dé ca laptop va dién thoai lai
London. Anh dinh goi cho em & Wiltshire rdi
nhung lai khong mang theo s6.”

“Vang,” t6i noi. Oi vi Chua, hay tu chi lai di
nao Nesta. Nhung t6i khong thé nghi ra diéu ai
hay ho dé néi ca.

“Anh c6 may chuyén mudn noi véi em,” anh
av noi tieép, co vé rat nghiém trong. “That ra la

ba chuyén.”
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Réi day, t6i nghi bung. Téi sap stra bi da.

Toi lai ngdi xudng cau thang.

“Dau tién la, anh xin 16i vi em gai anh. Anh
khong biét noé nghi gi ma lai cho em uéng sam-
panh nhu thé. Thu hai la anh xin 16i em nhiéu
hon vi Cressida. Tanya da ké vai anh nhting
dieu co ta da néi ve em. Va em da nghe duoc.
Lucy bao véi Tony, va Tony da néi lai véi anh.
Anh that su rat xin 16i em vi viéec d6. Ban than
anh sé khéong bao gid néi chuyén véi Cressida
nita, va anh nghi Tanva cting sé khéong coi co
ta la ban ntta. Va, tha ba la, anh van muén
duoc gap lai em du em co6 kinh khiing, coc can
va dai ngang buéng. Anh cting c6 nhiing ngay
cam thay nhu vay ma. Anh dong ¥ chan that la
tat cad trong mot moi quan hé. Chap nhan nhau
khong chi la nhing mat tot.”

“Nhung con vée... anh biét day, thé gisi cta
anh va thé gidéi ctia em.”

“Rhong,” Simon néi. “Khong phai thé dau.

Khoéng co cai gi goi la thé gioi clia anh hay
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thé giéi cia em cd. Anh cuc luc phan d6i
chuyén do.”

“Nhung Cressida khong thay nhu vay.”

“Chi vi bon anh xuat than giéng nhau khong
c6 nghia la bon anh phai suy nghi giéng nhau,
Nesta a. Nhu thé chang khac nao nghi tat ca
nhimg ngudi Italia la nhu nhau, hoac la tat ca
ngudi Australia, hodc tat cd ngudi Bac London.
O dau ciing c6 ngudi 16t nguodi x4u, ngudi réng
luong nguoi hep hoi. Viéc ai do 16n len & dau
hay bd me ho kiém duoc nhiing gi chang cé
nghia Iy gi ca.”

Toi c6 cam tudng minh lai dang bi mang ay.
Nhung ma em déng ¥, t6i nghi bung. Nhimg
tir trong bai Imagine ctia John Lennon kéo ra
trong dau toéi va téi phai kim lai cai mong mudn
dot ngdt nhay ra la duoc hat.

“Cressida that xau tinh, va lic nao ciing vay
cd,” Simon nadi tiép. “Do 1a li do vi sao ngay
tit dau anh da chia tay véi ¢d6 ay. Nhung co

ay khong chap nhan. Véi anh thi xau hay dep
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khong quan trong bang nhing gi bén trong.
Vay...”

“Vay gi7’

“0... Vay anh c6 thé gap lai em khi di truot
tuyét vé khong?”

“Mmm. Em sé suy nghi that ki vé nhiing
dieu anh noi. Em sé nhan tin cho anh,” t6i noi.
“Thinh thoang.”

“O. OK,” anh ay c6 vé that vong.

Toi chd ba muoi giay sau khi anh ay cup may,
va gui tin nhan:
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